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LOOK  BEFORE  YOU  LEAP* 

SERIOUSLY  ADOKliSSED    TO 

ARTIZANS,  FARMERS,  HUSBANDMEN  and  OTHERS, 
Who  art  dfirous  of  emigrating  to  America  : 

IN  WHICH   Is  POtNTEli   Ott, 

The  probability  of  their  fuccefs  in  their  feveral  ProfefJions  on 
that  Continent,  vvih  the  various  artifices  and  deceptions  prattifed 
by  American  Crimps  and  Cajolers,  to  induce  the  credulous  and 
unwary,  to  tranfport  themfelvci'  to  that  quarter  of  the  World. 

TO  WHICH   IS  ADDED, 

AN    appendix: 

Containing  foine  Animadverfions  and  Remarks  on  the  condu£l  of  the 

POPULAR  SOCIETIES 4 

And  American  Emijaries  relative  to  this  very  interejiing  performance^ 


The  Gentleman's  Review  in  their  Critique^upon  this  Work,  amongft  other  tokens 
of  approbation  obferve,  that  *«  Circumftances  are  related  with  a  fufficient  degree  of 
♦'  accuracy  to  encourage  belief  of  a  praftice  of  crimping  and  cnflaring  'till  now  un- 
♦*  heard  of  "  And  alfo,  •'  It  is  the  duty  of  ^very  PA>  r  rdr  (arid  Patriotifm  cannot 
be  better  defined  j  **  to  prevent  the  unfortuniate  innocent  from  becoming  the  duptf 
<*  of  artful  villainy.  Without  Entering  irtto  a  farther  detail  of  the  arguments  con- 
*•  tained  in  the  Preface,  or  of  the  Letters  written  by  f  easamts,  whofe  eyes  have 
♦•been  opened  when   too  late:  we   recommend   this  Pamphlet   to    c£iN£RAL 

*«   PiRUSAt," 


LONDON  ;  PRINTED  FOR 

W.  ROW,  Great  Marlborougli-ftreet ;  OWEN,  Piccadilly; 
JORDAN,  Fleet-flfeet;  COX,  St.  Thomas's-ftreet  Borough; 
WALKfiR  Paternoster-Row;  BARKER,  Ruflel-Court,  Drury- 
Lane  ;  WOOD,  Shrewfbury  ;  BULL,  HENSLEY  and  Co,  Bath  ; 
And  in  America,  by  ANDREW  MAINE,  New-York;  and  by 
W.  PELHAM,  Boflon,  New-Eugland. 


PRICE  TWOSHILtlNGS. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  AUTHOR  is  concerned  to  announce,  that  the  AiMEi^iCAN" 
iN-viEGLERS  have  again  commenced  their  fyftem  of  delufion, 
and  are  induftrioufly  employed  in  circulating  the  mod  barefaced^ 
yet  plaufible  and  flattering  falfhoods,  in  order  to  entice  the  unfui- 
peding  into  their  Jnare,  by  enlifting  them  to  emigrate  to  the  dif- 
tarit  regions  of  America.  Sorry  the  author  is  to  remark  that  tha 
difficulties  of  the  times  favours  thefe  gentry  in  their  baneful  en- 
deavours to  f well  the  gains  of  American  Planters  and  Landholders  i 
(by  whom  they  are  fupported  and  employed)  at  the  expence  o£ 
the  unfortunate,  innocent  and  unv/ary. 

Thefe  atrocious  attempts  are  made  at  fuch  an  expence,  that  the 
mpft  ignorant  muft  be  convinced  of  the  infended  defign  of- thefe 
DECEIVERS,  by  calculating  the  pro/it  and  even  principal  arifing 
from  their  pretended  bargains  of  American  demefne  ;  then  place 
it  againfl:  theneceffarv  expences  they  are  unavoidably  at  in  diftri- 
buting  the  poifonous  defcriptions  of  their  zvares.  Few  men  chufe  > 
to  carry  on  bufinefs  at  a  certain  lofs  ;  and  every  perfon  poireffing 
the  fmalleft  claim  to  rationality,  that  weighs  in  his  mind  this  par- 
ticular, muft  be  convinced  of  the  fmifter  defigns  of  cajoling 
American  land-jobber s^ 

In  order  to  counterafl:  the  artful  defigns,  and  nefarious  prac- 
tices of  fuch  mifcreants,  and  out  of  a  philanthropic  legard 
for  the  happinefs  of  his  fellow  creatures  ;  and  alfo  in  defpitc 
of  his  own  pecuniary  emolument,  the  author  publiQies  the 
■  Third  Edition  of  LOOK  BEFORE  YOU  LEAP; 
with  its  Appendix,  at  the  very  reduced  price  of  Two  Shillings, 

By  this' means  it  will  be  in  the  reach  of  all  perfons  inteiefted 
in  emigration,  who  ought  to  avail  themfeives  of  the  important 
particulars  fo  neceffary  to  be  known  by  every  prudent  perion, 
who  is  not  accuftomed  to  jump  in  the  dark,  or  rajhly   venture  on 

quick-fan  ds, 

Doubtlefs  every  confiderate  man  wilhes  to  avoid  the  felf-ac- 
cufing  leproaches  of  froward  folly  and  perveiie  infatuation,  as 
well  as  not  too  ralhly'to  brave  the  melancholy  confequences  of 
mortified  expeftaiion  and  poignant  defpair  ;  arid  that  in  a  ht,u- 
alityU  which  in  all  probability  may  preclude  him  from  the  niofb 
<lillant  profpefts  or  relief:  Let  him  then  attend  to  the  friendly 
Warning  of  impending  danger,  and  profit  by  the  informaiioa 
detailed  in  Look  before  you  Leap. 
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LOOK  BEFORE  TOU  LEAP;  G?r* 
Or  affw  HINTS  to  fuch 

Artizans,   Mechanics,   Farmers^ 

Labourers,  and  others ^  who  are  dejir^ 

ous  o/*Emigrating  to  the  Continent^ 

o/^America* 

^  —       ^m 

vyV  ITH  infinite  regret  the  publiflier  of  th6 
^following  letters  has  obferved  the  carelcfs  and 
nthinking  manner,  irt  which  numbers  of  his 
fellow-countrymen  defert  their  native  fo^,  to 
eek  their  fortunes  on  the  continent  of  America. 
.<§  The  reafohs  which  induce  moft  perfons  to 
-"^ta)  fport  themfelves  acrofs  the  Atlantic  oceart, 
lay  generally  be  reduced  to  the  three  following 
SlaflTes :  Firft,  either  the  embarralTed  flate  of 
Sth^  ir  finances,  or  the  dread  of  paflirtg  the  ordeal 
"^f  cnn.inal  juftice  :  Secondly,  the  deiire  ofert- 
^ying  the  blellings  derived  from  living  undjr  z 
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Free  Government^  uncorrupted  by  luxury, 
and  unburthcned  by  taxation  ;  and  Thirdly,  the 
profped  of  enjoying  the  advantages  of  a  plenti- 
ful and  cheap  country ;  where  a  greater  recom- 
pence  is'  obtained  for  the  fervices  they  are  able 
to  render  to  fociety,  in  their  feveral  profellions, 
than  they  can  hope  to  receive  in  Great  Britain. 

On  the  firft,  which  muft  be  allowed  to  be  a 
very  cogent  reafon,  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
publifher  to  digrefs,  except  to  afk,  ''  Where 
will  not  the  debtor  fly,  to  efcape  confinement 
for  life,  in  the  fepulchral  gloom  of  a  goal?  Where 
will  not  the  criminal  feek  refuge  to  evade  the 
hand  of  juftice,  and  elude  the  infulted  laws  of 
his  country?" 

With  regard  to  the  fecond  inducement,  it  is 
not  his  wiih  to  enter  into  a  difquilition  relative 
to  legiflative  jurifprudence.  He  is  aware,  that 
fuch  an  inveftigation  is  diametrically  oppofite 
to  the  objed:  which  he  has  in  view,  and  entirely 
foreign  to  the  purpofe  of  fending  the  following 
letters  amongft  the  labouring  clalTes  of  his  fel- 
low-countrymen. 

On  the  fubjed  of  government,  it  has  always 
been  a  maxim  with  him,  that  the  government 
mofi:  entitled  to  our  eiteem,  and  mod  worthy 
of  fupport,  is  that  which  moft  abundantly  pro- 
vides for  our  focial  happinefs — and  if  even  the 
moft  excellent  theoretical  conflitution  proves 
defeftive   in  that  particular,  it  is  not,   in  his 

opinion 
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opinion,  any  innate  or  latent  excellence  of  fyf, 
tern,  which  can  entitle  it  to  the  praife  of  the 
difcerning  and  reflective.  He  neither  wiihes  to 
blind  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen  to  their  poli- 
tical evils,  nor  to  encreafe  the  violence  of  party 
dilTention.  His  whole  aim  is  the  good  of  his 
country  ;  and  before  the  citizens  of  England 
emigrate  to  America,  he  only  begs  they  will  be 
well  alTured  of  the  good  effcEls,  as  well  as  of  the 
good  form  of  the  American  conftitution. 

The  regular  effedts  of  a  juft  government,  are 
public  m.orality,  individual  juftice,  and  focial 
fecurity.  Wherever  thefe  are  found,  the  princi- 
ples of  the  government  cannot  be  radically  bad  : 
wherever  they  are  not  found,  the  principles  of 
the  government  cannot  be  radically  good. 

On  the  third  head,  he  wifhes  more  to  arreft 
the  public  attention,  as  he  conceives  it  more  in- 
terefiing  to  thofe,  for  whofe  ufe  and  benefit  he 
has  colleded  the  following  letters.  Without 
troubling  their  heads  about  government,  the  in- 
duftriousartiEan,  andlabourious  mechanic  mufl 
livc—li  is  the  law  of  nature,  paramount  to  every 
other  confideration,  that  they  lliould  ;  and  what- 
ever becomes  of  fy  Items  of  empire  and  modes  of 
legiflation,  the  induftrious  and  fober,  the  adive 
and  virtuous  tradefmanhasan  indefeafible  right 
and  claim  upon  fociety  for  comfort  and  fecurity. 
Let  us  examine  how  far  emigration  to  America 
will  anfwer  this  end.   That  there  are  many  mod 

admirable 
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admirable  theories,  which,  from  infeparable  cir— 
cumftances,  can  never  be  reduced  to  pra6lice, 
is  generally  acknowledged.     The  fame  may  be 
remarked  concerning  the  glittering  profpefts  fo 
officioufly  obtruded  upon  public  view,  to  induce 
a  frequent  emigration  to  America.     Many  well 
meaning  perfons  are  enraptured  at  the  favour- 
able accounts  circulated  with  fuch  unexampled 
induftry  of  that  extenfive  continent.  The  beau- 
tiful defcriptions  fo  luxuriantly  piBurefque  of 
American  fcenery,  and  the  exaggerated  enco- 
miums upon  the  ftate  of  American  fociety,  warm 
the   imagination:     regardlefs    of    fcrutinizing 
their  veracity,  the  deluded   adventurer  haflily 
undertakes  the  proje£l  of  realizing  hisfanguinc 
cxpeftations,  he  bufties  among  his  friends;  col- 
lects ever^  atom  of  his  property;  ftretches  every 
pinion  of  his  hopes,and  full  of  fervent  enthufiafm, 
and  anxious  cxpeftancy,  reaches   the  defired 
fhore :  when  alas !  the  material  objc6l  and  pleafing 
fruition  of  his  wifhes  *'  vanifhcs  into  thin  air,'* 
and  leaves  him  the  defponding  dupe  ofdcception 
and  credulity. 

Such  wasprecifcly  thefituation  of  the  writers 
of  fome  of  the  letters  contained  in  this  publica- 
tion. They  formed  part  of  a  company  confid- 
ing of  near  forty  perfons,  who  failed  the  19th 
March,  1795,  in  the  Two  Sifters,  Ifaac  Hilton 
Mafter,  bound  for  Alexandria  in  Virginia.  La- 
bouring under  the  delufive  hopes  of  bettering 
their  fortunes,  they  had  formed  theproje61o» 

vifitin^ 
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viliting  thofe  bewitching  fhores,  which  were  to 
adminifter  a  felicity  not  to  be  attained  in  their 
native  country.  Accordingl).  an  agreement  was 
entered  into  with  the  captain  of  the  William 
Penn,  bound  for  Philadelphia;  and  every  ne- 
ceffary  preparation  was  made  for  the  intended 
voyage. 

It  is  a  fa6l  not  generally  known,  but  undoubt- 
edly true,  that  there  are  always  pknty  of  agents 
hovering  like  birds  of  prey  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames,  eager  in  their  fearch  for  fuch  ariizans, 
mechanics,  hufbandmen,  and  labourer!,  as  are 
inclinable  to  dired:  their  courfe  for  America. 
Thefc  harpies  improve  their  already  unfetiled 
difpofitions,  and  induce  them  tovifit  fuch  parts 
of  the  continent,  as  are  moft  fuiiable  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  their  employers.  It  happened  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  that  one  of  thefe  mifcreants 
darted  his  piercing  eye  upon  fome  of  our  unwa- 
ry adventurers,  who  lifteningfavourably  to  hi« 
delufions,  quickly  irrparted  to  him  their  inten- 
tions; and  making  their  new  found  friend  a 
confidant,  as  quickly  introduced  him  to  the  red 
of  their  companions,  who  unanimoufly  craved 
his  advice  as  to  their  future  condu6l  in  that 
country  to  which  they  were  deflined. 

This  wretch  after  a  minute  enquiry  into  the 
particular  merits  of  each  individual,  and  alfo 
into  the  flate  of  their  finances,  finding  them  an- 
Averable  to  his  intentions,  began  to  exercife  that 

honourablt 
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honour  able  prof ejfion,  for  which  he  was  fo  admi- 
rably calculated.  His  firfl:  effort  was  to  divert 
their  attention  from  Philadelphia,  which  he  re- 
prefented  as  a  place  already  overflocked  with 
emigrants  of  every  defcription.  Its  iituation,  he 
faid,  in  point  of  climate  was  very  unfriendly  to 
an  European  conflitution,  which  was  fatally 
experienced  by  numbers  who  were  fo  rafn  as  to 
brave  its  intemperature  ;  that  even  Americans, 
who  were  natives  of  other  dates,  moft  cautiouf- 
ly  avoided  this  dreadful  fpot,  from  a  knowledge 
of  the  certain  deilrudlion  which  accompanied 
the  numerous  malignant  fevers  fo  generally 
prevalent  in  and  round  Philadelphia.  He  alfo, 
inftanced  the  late  dreadful  ravages  of  the  yellow 
fever  which  he  alferted  was  in  a  greater  or  lefs 
degree,  a  conffant  defolator  of  the  human  fpe- 
cies  f  and  particularly  of  newcomers)  in  Penfyl- 
vania. 

The  confequenccs  refulting  from  this  frightful 
account  may  eafily  beconccived  upon  men  given 
to  receive  things  upon  truft,  without  examining 
the  relationfhip  which  they  bear  with  the  im- 
mutable evidence  of  truth.  Our  adventurers 
congratulated  each  other  on  the  imminent  dan- 
ger which  they  had  fo  luckily  efcaped ;  and 
vied  with  each  other  in  profeflions  of  gratitude 
to  their  generous  benefador,  for  fuch  valuable 
advice. 

The 
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The  artful  fycophant,  having  thus  circum- 
vented their  intentions,  proceeded  next  to  ex- 
tol their  courage,  in  having  formed  fo  lauda- 
ble an  idea,  as  to  emigrate  from  this  intolerable 
country  to  fuch  a  happy,  fuch  a  heavenly  land 
as  America.  When  we  Ipeak  of  America,  fays 
he,  wc  comprehend  a  moft  extenfive  continent, 
fituated  fo  as  to  experience  a  variety  of  different 
climates :  and  though  the  part  from  which  you 
are  fortunately  refcued,  is  attended  with  many 
unpleafing  circumftances,  ftill,  (continued  he) 
it  mufl:  be  confefled  there  are  other  parts  which 
I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  cannot  be  equalled  on  the 
face  of  the  globe.  To  fuch  perfons  as  you 
appear  to  be,  what  a  profpeft  does  Virginia, 
that  land  of  milk  and  honey  1  open  to  your 
view  .  There,  the  eye  of  humanity  is  never 
Ihockcd  at  the  fight  of  penury  and  want,  there 
merit  never  languifhes  in  negled  :  there,  every 
happinefs  capable!of  being  enjoyed  in  thefe  fub- 
lunary  regions,  is  to  be  obtained  :  innumerable 
opportunities  prefent  themfelves  and  prefs  for- 
ward to  perfons  of  your  defcription,  who  cannot 
fail  of  making  rapid  fort'uneSy  in  the  feveral 
profelfions  of  which  you  are  the  mafters  :  con- 
fider,  my  dear  friends  the  wide  and  extenfive 
field  of  adlion  for  mechanics  of  every  defcripti- 
on in  the  famous  Federal  City  of  Wash- 
ington; now  building  by  order  of  the  United 
States :  in  which,  over  and  above  his  extrava- 
gant 
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gant  wages,  th^  certain  rcomfenfci  for  every 
iTKchaniC  wiii  i>c  the  .rec  giU  o;  a  grouno  lot 
for  his  own  ule  in  the  firft  city   in  the   world. 

If  I  were  to  advife  you,  I  would  poin;  out  this 
cmporii-'in  of  human  felicity  to  your  ^"erious  con- 
fideration :  it  ofrers  you  every  advantage,  and  is 
replete  with  every  comfort. — Its  very  climate 
is  grateful  to  Englifiimen,  and  fceras  to  invite 
them  topartake  of  its  falubrity  ;  if  we  may  judge 
of  the  uninterrupted  ftate  of  health  they  enjoy 
after  once  feeling  its  mvigorating  influence. 

The  credulity  of  his  audience  readily  led  them 
to  believe  every  zo^a  which  he  uttered,  and  im- 
plicitly to  adopt  his  recommendation.  The 
previous  engagements  with  the  captain  of  the 
"William  Penn,  were  immediately  cancelled,  and 
frefh  entered  into  with  the  broker,  and  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Two  Sifters,  bound  for  Alexandria 
the  nearell  port  to  Wallungton, 

The  fellow  having  remarked  how  well  he  was 
likely  to  fucceed,  and  being  determined  to  nett 
a  d©uble  profit  on  his  recruits,  with  the  true 
fpirit  of  an  American  crimp,  offered  his  fervice 
as  inteniant  or  purveyor  of  fuch  flores  and  other 
necelTaries  as  they  might  require  for  the  voyage, 
alledging  that  he  could  obtain  them  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate  and  a  better  market  than  they  could 
pretend  to  do:  the  trouble  indeed,  would  not 
accord  with  his  private  avocations  and  the  time 
^c  could  ill  fpare  from  his  own  important  con- 

cernSj, 
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ccrns ;  yet,  the  pleafure  of  obliging  his  fellow 
creatures  and  of  promoting  their  happinefs, 
would  to  a  generous  mind  infinitely  compenfate 
for  any  little  inconvenience  which  he  might 
fuftain ;  and  indeed  the  duty  in  this  cafe  ap- 
peared fo  indifpenfible,  that  he  thought  every 
good  man  ought  and  would  chearfully  impofc  it 
upon  himfelf. 

1  his  kind  ofter  was  confidered  as  the  certain 
proof  of  a  difinterefled  heart,  and  the  gratitude 
of  the  deluded  company  overflowed  in  return 
for  fuch  unexampled  generofity  and  kindnefs. 
Accordingly  this  honelt  gentleman  fet  to  work, 
and  did  the  beft  for  his  friends ;  nearly  two 
hundred  pounds  pafled  through  his  pure  hands*. 
It  appears  by  the  firfl:  letter,  dated  Falmouth, 
that  the  animal  food  was  not  quite  fo  good  as 
might  have  been  expedled,  and  every  other 
article  was  in  the  fame  proportion  for  its  qua- 
lity. 

Having  at  length  vi(5lualled  and  fitted  his 
company  out,  and  placed  them  on  board  the 
veffel,  he  delivered  to  each  perfon  what  he 
termed  Letters  of  Recommendation,  direded  to 
the  coUedlor  of  the  cuftoms  at  Alexandria;  the 
prefentment  of  which,  would  immediately  ope- 
rate in  their  favour,  in  fuch  a  furprifing  degree, 

*  The  reader]  may  amufe  a  leifure  hour   with   calculat- 
ing how  much   fell  to  the  good  man's  fh  a  re  on  fo 
trifing  a  Job, 
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as  to  exceed  the  utmoil  extent  of  their  fanguine 
expectations.    When  the  velTel  was  ready  to  fail 
the  manager  and  chief  diredlor  of  the  expedition, 
who  was  polTefled  of  much   more  money  than 
wit,  happened  to  mention  to  this  his  benevolent 
patron,  that  he  had  twenty-five  guineas  in  cafh 
in  his  pocket.    At  this  information,  the  worthy 
man  ftood  aghaft  with  aftonifhment,  and  dart- 
ing an  expreflive  look  of  terror  on  the  trembling 
Scotfman,  accompanied  with  a  petrifying  hii/Ii ! 
whifpered  in  his  ear,  he  fuppofed  he  knew  not 
the  confequences  attendant  on  fo  rafh  an  attempt 
as  the  taking  of  fo  large  a  quantity  of  bullion 
out  of  the  kingdom.     The  affrighted  Caledoni- 
?.n  anfwering  in  the  negative,  was  informed,  his 
cafh  would  be  a  feizure  for  the  Cuftom-houfe 
officers,  and  the  confequences  would  be  rigor- 
ous imprifonment,  and  a  large  fine  in  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

The  kindnefs  hovrever  of  thh  unexampled  pKu 
lanthropift  was  as  unlimited  as  his  virtues,  and 
hefoon  relieved  the  poor  man  from  this  dif- 
agreeable  dilemma,  by  receiving  the  money  in 
as  fecrct  a  manner  as  poffible  ;  and  returning  a 
draft  for  the  amount  upon  a  Mr.  E d.  Mer- 
chant of  Falmouth*,  who  he  faid  would  readily 

*  How  far  Mr,  B d,  complied  with  the  order  of  this 

fellow,  the  reader  is  referred  to  enquire  in  the  firft  let- 
ter^  dated  Falmouth,—-. 

accommo- 
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accommodate  the  prefenter  with  bills  of  the  fame 
value,  negociable  in  Virginia.  Having  con- 
ferred this  laft  adl  of  kindnefs,  he  took  his  leave 
promiling  to  join  the  veiTel  w  ith  the  captain  at 
Gravefend,  in  order  to  bear  them  company  round 
to  the  Nore.  This,  however,  he  was  unfortu- 
nately prevented  from  accomplifhing,  by  a  vio  • 
lent  attack  of  a  laxative  complaint ;  a  diforder 
to  which  he  was  very  fubje6l,  particularly  when 
his  fpirits  were  flurried  by  any  extraordinary 
exertions.  This  difappointment  was  feverely 
felt  by  the  whole  company,  to  whom  he  had 
rendered  fuch  efTential  ferviccs,  and  they  could 
not  forbear  fympathizing  in  his  affliiflion;  for 
fure  never  was  there  fo  kind  a  gentleman  as  their 
friend  D — g — s.  Such  was  the  echo  of  the 
company. 

Having  thus  completed  his  defigns  upon  thofe 
who  were  the  more  immediate  objects  of  his 
prey,  and  being  probably  exhilerated  by  the  fuc- 
cefsful  manner  in  which  he  had  fhipped  fuch  a 
number  of  credulous  John  Bulls,  to  the  paradife 
of  their  own  imaginations;  he  confidently  be- 
gan to  exercife  his  inventive  faculties  in  thebefl 
manner  which  he  could  upon  thole  left  behind  : 
but  alas  !  after  various  attacks  on  the  connecti- 
on sof  thofe  perfons  he  had  already  fo  fuccfseful- 
ly  pra6tifed  upon,  he  experienced  the  misfortune 
of  detedion  :  when  lo  !  his  career  was  flopped, 
and  his  charader  enquired  into ;  the  real  com- 
plexion 
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plexion  of  which,  foon  appearing,  as  a  rccom- 
pence  for  his  old  lins,  and  a  preventative  againft 
the  commiflion  of  new,  this  philanthropic  lover 
of  mankind,  was  conligned  to  the  Fleet  Pri- 
son :  where  that  he  may  long  remain  a  (landing 
memento  to  all  wretches  of  his  nefarious  defcrip- 
tion,  is  the  publifher's  moH:  hearty  v^  ifh  and  fer- 
vent prayer ;  in  which  he  is  willing  to  hope  he 
fhall  be  heartily  joined  by  all  who  like  himfelf, 
without  making  an  ofientatious  difplay  of  phi- 
lanthropy, or  parade  of  patriotifm,  are  really 
zealous  for  the  happinefs  and  welfare  of  fociety. 
It  may  not  be  amifs  before  we  take  our  final 
leave  of  this  mifcreant,  to  relate  a  trifling  oc- 
currence, which  will,  in  fome  degree  illuftrate 
the  profits  of  his  honourable  profefTion.  A  Ihort 
time,  previous  tp  his  apprehenfion,  palling 
through  the  Temple,  he  accidentally  met  a  gen- 
tleman, of  whom  he  had  fome  flight  knowledge, 
whofe  name  is  Captain  D*  Cou — re.  After  the 
ufual  compliments,  Captain,  faid  D  ■  ,do  you 
never  hear  of  any  perfons  deiirous  of  emigrating 
to  America?  Vv  hcrefore  do  you  afk  me  that 
queftion?  replied  the  captain — ^Why,  rejoined 

D if  ever  you  hear  of  fuch   egregious 

blockheads,  fend  them  to  me;  and  for  every  ar- 
tizan  that  goes,  I  will  allow  you  two  guineas, 
and  for  every  labourer  one.  The  captain,  a  man 
of  honour,  and  of  the  ftridefl  probity,  iharply 
rebuked  D —  for  his  crimping  and  diabo» 

lical  offer,  and  abruptly  walked  away* 

The 
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This  anecdote  is  related  to  inform  thofe  pcr- 
fons  who  are  inoculated  with  the  defireofde- 
ferting  their  native  country,  and  of  tranfporting 
themfelvcs  to  drain  the  unwholefome  bogs,  and 
cultivate  ch  rank  lands  of  America ;  that  there 
are  agents  employed  at  a  confiderable  expence, 
exprefsly  for  the  purpofe  of  inveigling  them  to 
quit  their  friends  and  connedlions,  in  order  to 
feek  an  ideal  romantic  happinefs,  in  a  folitary 
uncultivated  wafle,  little  calculated,  and  ftill 
lefs  capable  of  conferring  the  comforts  and  be- 
nefits of  ibciery.  D — g — s  flandi  not  alone  in 
fuch  nefarious  prafVices.  I  know  and  I  fpeak 
from  thorough  information ;  there  is  a  legion  of 
thefc  harpies  difperfed  over  this  kingdom,  fuc-. 
cefsfully  employed  in  taking  advantage  of  the 
diftrefs  naturally  accompanying  the  urgency  of 
the  times.  There  is  another  fpecies  of  Ameri- 
can agents,  who  are  a  kind  of  Jackalls,  employ- 
ed in  providing  prey  for  fuch  ravenous  animals 
as  the  character  which  i  have  already  deicribed. 
I  mean  the  perfons  who  are  continually  publifh- 
ing  the  moil  delufive  and  flattering  accounts  of 

this  land  or'  promife. 

Thefc  invaders  of  domeftic  happinefs,  and  im- 
provers of  popular  difcontenr,  pompoufly  in- 
form the  miferable  in!  abitants  of  this  unhappy 
ifland,  of  thofe  hardfhips  under  which  they  arc 
groaning.     They  then  in  flowing   declamations 

point  out  the  fuperior  advantages  enjoyed  by  all 

clafTe^ 
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dalles  in  America,  with  fuch  glowing  colours 
and  intoxicating  language,  that  it  feldom  fails 
to  have  the  deiired  efted:.  Examine  the  de- 
fcriptions  given  by  Franklin,  Morf  e,  JefFerfon, 
BriiTot,  Winterbotham,*  and  though  laft,  not 
lead,  the  puffs  of  the  Agents  for  the  fale  of 
American  lands  :  Compare  them  with  the  letters 
written  by  perfons  who  have  been  fo  far  impoled 
upon,  as  to  make  the  attempt  of  realizing  the 
pleaUng  expedations  fuggefled  by  fuch  exag- 
gerated accounts.  Notice  their  marked  chagrin 
and  difappointment  on  a  local  examination  of 
this  feat  of  human  felicity;  and  I  doubt  not  you 
will  draw  fuch  conclufions  as  will  juftify  the 
publication  of  this  pamphlet,  and  prove  in  ge- 
neral their  defcriptions  are  partial,  delufive,  flat- 
tering and  interefted. 

Some  of  thefe  gentry  have  manifefled  con- 
Uderable  ingenuity,  in  painting  a  moil  bewitch- 
ing picture,  of  the  fituation,  climate,  and  ad- 
vantages of  the  Federal  City  of  Wafhington, 
The  colouring  of  which  is  fo  high,  that  it  feems 
to  be  marked  out  as  the  emporium  of  encourage- 
ment for  artizans  of  every  defcription.  The  fer- 
tility and  convenience  of  the  adjacent  country^ 
has  not  been  forgotten  ;  but  it  is  recommended 
to  the  fpecial  notice  of  the  labouring  hufband- 

*  This  reverend  divine  is  only  the  compiler  of  the  Hif- 
tory  lately  publifhed  by  him. —  1  believe  he  was  nevej» 
out  of  this  kingdom  in  his  life, 

man. 
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man.  How  ftridly  fuch  a  dcfcription  accords 
with  the  truth,  the  reader  is  left  to  judge  after 
confulting  the  annexed  letters,  which  were  com- 
pofed  on  the  identical  fpot,  fo  glowingly  ex- 
pofed  by  the  American  emiflaries  to  the  ferious 
attention  of  perfons  inclinable  to  emigrate. 

The  profped:  there  is  of  mechanics  and  others 
fucceeding  at  Waihington  better  than  in  their 
own  native  country,  will  be  eafily  afcertained 
on  a  perufal  of  thefe  letters  :  And  more  ef- 
pecially  when  it  is  recollecled,  they  are  not 
the  fpontaneous  productions  of  perfons  who 
have  been  actuated  by  curiolity  in  viliting  that 
country ;  furnifhed  with  a  plentifull  fupply  of 
cafh  in  their  pockets,  and  favoured  by  the  friend- 
ly attention  of  fuch  leading  characters  as  were 
competent  to  afford  them  every  kindnefs  during 
their  flay. 

Every  common  obferver  mufl  be  convinced, 
that  fuch  necelTary  requifites  as  money  and 
friends,  can  for  a  time  render  almoft  any  coun- 
try tolerable  :  And  it  is  no  great  matter  of  af- 
tonifhment,  if  travellers,  in  pofTefTion  of  fuch 
accom.modatory  auxiliaries  as  thefe,  fhould  have 
been  prompted  from  their  own  particular  expe- 
rience, to  draw  pleafmg  inferences  of  the  ge- 
neral ftate  of  fociety  in  a  country.  Every  pcrfon 
is  aware  that  the  difference  is  elfcntial,  even 
in  our  own  country,  between  making  a  mere  ho- 
liday excuriion,  and  taking,  up  a  conftant 
refidence,  to  feek  the  means  of  fubiiffence  by 
the  fruits  of  our  indudry.     The  contrail  is  vi- 

fible. 


xvi  PAeFACE. 

(ibie  and  need  not  be  explained.  Juft  the  (kmc 
is  it  refpedling  the  fentiments  which  have  been 
cxprcfTed  of  America,  by  the  mere  tranfient  vi- 
iitor,  and  the  induftrious  mechanic,  whole  ftay 
has  been  permanent. 

The  following  letters  are  not  the  production 
of  an  intriguing,  interefted,  ordefigning  Ame-   . 
rican  emiflary,  whofe  intention  and  intereft  it   • 
is  to  inveigle  the  mechanic  and  the  hufbandman 
from  every  part  of  this  nation,  in  order  to  eftab- 
lifh  and  improve  the  agriculture  and  manufac-  1 
tures  of  the  American  continent.     No,  enough 
of  their  exaggerations  have  been  already  pub- 
liflied,  and  their  baneful  efFedls  have  been  fuf- 
ficiently  and  woefully  experienced  by  the  cre- 
dulous perfons,  who  were  dupes  to  fuch  artifice; 
as  well  as  by  their  mourning    relatives  and 
friends ! 

On  the  contrary,  they  are  the  produdlion 
of  fuch  charadlers,  as  thofe  to  whom  I  wilh  to 
addrefs  them,  and  to  whom  I  am  anxious  to 
make  them  known.  They  contain,  as  the  ftyic 
of  them  will  prove,  the  plain,  limple  and  una- 
dorned remarks  of  men,  unlettered  and  unin. 
fluenced — of  men,  who,  by  experiment,  were 
the  belt  qualified  to  form  a  proper  judgment  of 
that  boafted  afylum  for  artizans,  mechanics  and 
labourers,  where  it  has  been  aflerted  protediort 
and  encouragement  w  ere  only  to  be  found.  They 
proceed  from  perfons  who  had  been  fafcinated 

with 
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with  the  golden  advantages  depictured  to  their 

view  by  American  crimps  and  cajolers,  and  w  ho 
have  found  by  lamentable  and  dearly  bought  ex- 
perience, that  inftigated  by  a  fpirit  of  adventure, 
and  urged  on  by  charadlcrs  loft  to  every  fenti- 
ment  of  honour  and  humanity,  they  have  en- 
countered troubles  and  difficulties  on  a  foreign 
fliore,  and  left  fuperior  comforts  and  felicity  in 
their  native  land. 

By  the  account  contained  in  thefe  letters,   it 
appears  that  feveral  of  the  perfons  venturing  on 
this  inhofpitable   wafte,  have  fatally  fallen  the 
martyrs  to  their  own   duplicity,  and  are   now 
untirriely  ifolated  in  die  tomb.    The  tear  of  pity- 
flows  from  the  eye  of  th^:  fnend   to  humanity, 
'when  he  deplores  their  fate  ;  they  were  feduced 
froril    their    natural    protedlors,    relatives    and 
friends,  and  were  taught  to  difregard  thofe  fo- 
cial  fleets,  and  domellic   comforts,  which  ufe 
and   habit  had  rendered  indifpenfiblc   to   their 
exiftence  :  they  departed  and  carcrefsly  plunged 
themf elves  into  difficulties  and  dangers,  agamft 
which,  they  had  been   cautioned,  Lul    in  vainl 
Compunction  for  their  difappointment,   .mpa- 
tience  at  the  imprudent  charge  of  their  iitua- 
ation,    conjoined  with  the  intemperature  of  an 
unwholeionie    climate,   foon    extinguilhed  the 
vital  lamp  of  life,  already  too  much  dimmed  by 
internal  lamentation  and  regret, 

€  Did 
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Did  thofe  perfons,  who,  impatient  of  tempo* 
rary  evils,   fo  eagerly  prefs  forward  to  enroll 
themfelves  as  emigrants  to  the  American  con- 
tinent, know  that  inftead  of  lafting  felicity  and 
confolidated  enjoyment,  they  were  purfuing  the 
complicated  miferies  of  difappointed  expeftati- 
on ;  few  I  am  perfuaded  would  venture  upon  an 
enterprise  fo  awful  andfo  hazardous.  Were  they 
fufficiently  informed  that  the  climates  of  this 
land  of  delight,  even  under  the  fame  latitudes 
with  their  native  foil  in  Europe  were  unfriendly 
to  health  and  longevity;  that   the  multifarious 
diforders  arifing  from  uncultivated  and  unclear- 
ed  lands,   frequently  prove  fatal  to  the  Euro- 
pean fortune  hunter;  it  would  occafion  them  at 
leaft  to  paufe  before  they  expofed  themfelves  to 
the  chanpeful  event  of  fo  dubious  an  undertak-? 
ing- 

Whatever  American  crimps  may  aver  to  the 
contrary,  it  is  an  indubitable  fa6l,  that  even  the 
feafoned  inhabitants  of  that  continent,  with  a 
furprizing  degree  of  uniformity,  fall  early  vie- 
fims  to  the  unwholefome  effluvia,  which  arifes 
from  uncleared  foil  and  a  foul  atmofpher^. 
If  England's  moderate  climate,  and  the  moft 
careful  tendernefs  cannot  preferve  and  lengthen 
the  lives  of  its  natives,  how  little  calculated  for 
that  objeft  are  the  rude  blafts  of  American  winds, 

th^  fudden    tranfitions  from   heat  to  cold,  and 

the 
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the  coarfe  fuftenance  of  a  laborious  people. 
And  this  more  efpecially  regards  ihofe  confti- 
tutions  which  are  fubjed  to  hereditary  and 
chronical  complaints,  or  that  have  been  ener- 
vated by  luxury  and  emaciated  by  difeafe. 

In  America,  the  condiiioh  of  fociety  is  ex- 
tremely diiFerentfrom  what  it  is  in  England;  and 
thofe  perlbns  who  have  enjoyed  the  focial  plea- 
fures,  and  mixed  intercourfe  of  the  metropo- 
lis, and  of  other  great  towns  in  this  country, 
will  find  ihemfelve.^  very  uncomfortable  and 
diffatisfied,  when  experiencing  a  different fcenc 
on  the  weftern  continent. 

Such  perfonsas  have  built  their  expeftations 
on  finding  affluence  and  eafe  will  meet  with  a 
fimiiar  difappoiniment.  Wiiat  profpcft  is  there 
of  fuch  extiaoidinary  happinefs  in  a  country 
not  inatured  and  enriched  by  commerce,  in  a 
new  difcovered  land,  occupied  in  the  interior, 
by  inhofpitable  lavages,  and  ravaged  on  the 
exterior,    by  a  late  unmerciful  war. 

Let  me  now  proceed  to  afk  every  artizan,  me- 
chanic, &c.  who  may  perufe  the  fucceeding  let-, 
ters,  what  particular  advantage  he  finds  in  therri 
to  engage  his  attention?  What  fuperiority  of 
gratification  over  that  enjoyed  by  perfons  of  the 
fari^e  condition  with  himielf,  in  his  own  country? 
Has  he  found  out  that  the  Americans  will  prefs 
down  to  the  fhore,  and  receive  him  with  open 

arm«  on  his  firil  landing,  and  vie  with  each  other 

who 
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who  fliall  be  moftprofufe  in  rendering  him  af^ 
fices  of  kindnefs  and  humanity?  Does  he  find 
that  eafy  complacency,  and  friendly  attention, 
which  the  canting  crimp  has  taught  him  to  be- 
lieve, is  the  prominent  chara61:eriftic  of  the 
Virginians?  Has  he  met  with  the fo  much  boaft- 
cd  encouragement  and  proteQion,  which  was  to 
raife  him  to  the  moft  aftonifhing  degrees  of 
preferment? 

Does  he  hear  from  thefe  experimental  ad- 
venturers, enrapturing  accounts  of  an  hofpita- 
ble  country,  the  fruits  of  whofe  luxurious  foil, 
are  extenfively  diftributed  amongft  its  inha- 
bitants, to  fupply  their  wants  and  encreafe  their 
comforts? 

Does  he  hear  of  a  wholefome  climate,  con- 
genial to  the  health  and  longevity  of  an  Englifh- 
man,or  of  an  unfettled  and  inaufpicious  atmof- 
phere,  the  fatal  effe6i:s  of  which  fo  frequently 
deftroy  the  moft  athletic  and  robuft? 

Does  he  find  a  mechanic  can  obtain  a  great- 
er furplus  from  his  earnings,  v^hen  he  has  placed 
the  expences  of  his  board,  lodgings,  wafiiing, 
wearing  apparel,  and  other  incidents  againft 
the  receipt  of  his  income? 

In  fine,  does  he  remark  any  grateful  fenfa- 
tions,  any  pleafing  retrofpect  experienced  by 
thofe  perfons  who  have  quitted  this  country  ? 

Where  is  the  comfort  they  enjoy?  What  is 
the  enchanting  profpedt  before  them  ?  If  he  finds 

none 
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none  of  thefe  bleflings,  friendfhips,  gratifica- 
tions, andprofpeds;  for  Heavens  fake!  why 
wretched  as  it  is,  quit  his  native  country,  and 
plunge  himfelf  precipitately  into  another,  infi- 
flately  more  unlikely  to  procure  him  lading  en- 
joyment. 

It  has  been  well  remarked,  that  thofe  who 
attempt  and  expe6l  perfed  happinefs  in  this 
world,  are  purfuingthe  ideal  phantom  of  a  fan- 
guine  imagination.  This  may  be  well  applied 
to  the  vain  expe8:ations,  raifed  in  the  minds  of 
fuch  credulous  perfons  as  fee k  fuperior  comfort 
and  felicity  on  the  continent  of  America.  They 
are  purfuing  that  which  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  the  country  to  beftow,  and  will  mod  certain- 
ly be  left  the  difappointed  dupes  of  their  own 
chimerical  ideas. 

The  publifher  is  well  aware  of  the  obloquy 
that  will  be  call  upon  this  publication,  by  the 
innumerable  hoft  of  American  kidnappers,  and 
he'well  knows  it  will  be  their  ftudied  talk  and 
ferious  endeavour  to  controvert  his  affertions, 
and  to  prove  them  fallacious.  But  of  this,  he  is 
totally  regardlefs,  confcious  of  the  irapotency 
of  all  attacks  made  by  fuch  atrocious  chara6lers, 
when  contrafted  with  the  fimpleand  unadorned 
language  of  truth,  which  he  flatters  himfelf  will 
be  found  the  prominent  feature  ofhis  preface,  as 
well  as  thediftinguifhingexcellence  of  the  follow-, 
ing  letters.   He  knows  they  will  confidently  aflc 

If 


xxii  PREFACE. 

If  America  be  the  place  you  have  reprefented, 
what  is  the  reafon  that  out  of  fo  many  thoufands 
who  crofsihe  -alantic,  fo  v^ry  tew  return?  Fo 
this  he  as  confidently  anfwers.  Many  unfortu- 
nate fpeculators,  who  have  emigrated  to  Ameri- 
ca, dare  not  return.  The  majority  of  thofe  needy 
adventurers  that  have  gone  the  fame  road  cannot 
return  ;  and  many  of  thofe  who  have  polTelTed 
the  means,  have,  alas !  been  fnatched  to  that 
bourne,  from  which  no  traveller  returns.  The 
majority  of  thofe  who  have  efcaped  the  devour^ 
ing  jaws  of  death,  and  have  had  it  in  their  power^ 
have  returned,  injured  in  their  finances  and  dif- 
appointed  in  their  projects,  curfing  the  authors 
of  their  mifery,  and  their  own  credulity  in  be- 
coming the  paflive  dupes  of  fuch  abominable 
duplicity. 

There  are  many  perfons  fo  enthufiaflic  in  en  • 
tertaining  charming  ideas  of  the  American  conti-^ 
nent,  that  they  are  convinced  there  is  no  tradl 
of  European  foil  which  can  afford  contentment 
and  delight.  They  have  habitually  brought 
themfelvcs  to  believe  America  is  a  kind  of  tem- 
porary afylum  or  intermediate  refting  place,  where 
alone  they  can  bear  with  eafe,  the  toils  of  their 
earthly  pilgrimage,  previous  to  making  their 
final  exit  to  Heaven.  With  perfons  who  are 
the  vidlims  of  fuch  fatal  delufion,  it  perhaps  is 
in  a  great  meafure  folly  to  reafon,  or  to  attempt 

to  call  back  the  right  ufe  of  their  refledivc 
power*. 

T  H  E  R  F- 
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There  is>  however  oilc  clafs  of  individuals, 
who,  perhaps  may  not  find  themfelves  fo  much 
included  in  the  foregoing  obfervations,  as  to  be 
induced  to  combat  the  fpirit  of  emigration.  The 
farmer,  the  cottager,  and  the  labouring hufband- 
man,  may  luppofe,  though  America  by  thefe 
accounts,  appears  far  from  being  adapted  to  the 
permanent  interefls  of  the  mechanic  and  arti- 
zan,  yet  as  the  flaple  commodity  of  the  coun- 
try is  land,  and  the  farming  interefl  appears  to 
be  particularly  attended  to  :  America  muft  be 
a  lituation  the  befl  of  all  others,  to  fuit  our  oc- 
cupations, and  the  mod  likely  to  procure  us 
the  comforts  and  enjoyments  of  life.  There  is 
a  fomething  fo  plauiible  in  this  infinuation,  and 
fo  much  pains  have  been  taken  by  Americaa 
fpeculators  to  propagate  this  deluiive  dodtrine, 
that  perhaps  it  will  be  no  eafy  tafk  to  controvert 
it :  and  wxrc  it  not  that  both  fa6l  and  evidence 
deduced  in  the  following  letters,  incontroverti- 
bly  fupport  an  oppoiite  opinion ;  the  publiflier, 
however  he  might  regret  the  error  of  his  credu- 
lous countrymen  in  private,  would  not  have  at- 
tempted a  forcible  dilTuafion  in  public  :  but  hav- 
ing always  entertained  the  flrongeft  regard  for 
the  agricultural  interefls  of  his  country,  and  not 
being  fo  blinded  by  the  fpeculative  advantages 
ot  commerce,  as  to  lofe  fight  of  the  good  old 
Englifli  maxim,  the  '*  farming  interefl  is  the 
ftrcngth  of  the  nation/'  he  hopes  he  fhall  ftand 

cxcufed 
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excufed  for  addrefling  a  few  particular  obferva-* 
tions  to  the  labouring  hulbandman  and  the  in- 
duiinous  cottager. 

Ihat  the  prefent  cleared  parts  of  the  Ameri- 
can continent  are  tolcraDlv  fettled,  and  in  fome 
places  thickly  fettled  i.  generally  allowed — and 
the  warmeft  panegyrifls  upon  emigration,  do 
not  advife  the  imgliih  hulbandman  to  extend 
his  agricultural  adventures  beyond  the  purchafe 
of  uncleared  land :  Places  and  iituations  to  whicH 
though  the  current  of  population  has  not  yet 
reached,  it  is  evidently  tending,  and  where  the 
profpectof  a  few  years  prefents  a  happy  recom- 
pence  for  labour,  and  an  advantageous  remu- 
neration for  perfevering  enterprize.  It  is  to  be 
lamented  that  the  imperious  behaviour  of  the 
rich  landholders  in  England,  and  the  opprellive 
cuftom  of  monopolizing  farms,  affords  but  too 
fpecious  a  pretext  for  the  American  puffer,  and 
renders  theprofpect  of  uncleared  foil  to  be  bought 
at  a  cheap  rate,  fomew  hat  iafcinating  to  the  ad- 
venturous farmer.  1  he  expectation  of  a  neigh- 
bourhood arifmg  as  it  were  around  him,  the  hope 
of  independance,  and  the  projeds  of  agricultural 
improvement,  all  confpire  to  prompt  the  delu- 
fion,  and  to  rivet  the  charm.  But  let  us  for  a 
Knoment  e  amine  this  boafled  road  to  happinefs 
and  independance,  let  us  weigh  well  this  cele- 
l^rated  adventure  ol  uncleared  land,  and  foon  will 
the  fallacy  appear,  and  the  event  liand  expofed 
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to  the  eye  of  reflexion,  replete  with  all  the  com- 
plicated horrors  of  difappointmcnt  and  diiirefs. 
The  farmer  and  the  hufbandman  need  not  be 
informed,  that  Lhere  are  many  paris  of  this  iliand 
which  remain  impregnable  in  obliinate  ftenlity 
tp  the  moft  laborious  efforts,  and  acute  experi- 
ments of  agriculture;  and  which,  alter  immenfc 
expenditure  and  repeated  trials,  can  never  be 
rendered  either  profitable  or  ufeful.  The  hif- 
tory  of  cnclofure,  and  that  beft  of  all  inflruc- 
tors,  the  dear  bought  experience  of  fome  of  the 
firff  farm.ing  families  in  England,  fupply  fo  many 
inflances  of  this  truth,  as  to  render  illu^fration 
needlefs.  Rocky,  fandy,  and  fwampy  lands, 
are  feldom  or  never  reduced  to  a  ffate  ot  fertility; 
let  manure  be  ever  fo  plentiful,  or  carriage  ever 
fo  cheap.  The  improvement  of  barren  or  waftc 
land,  is  an  undertaking  much  beyond  the  at- 
tempt of  the  common  farmer :  the  expence  is 
enormous,  frequently  exceeds  the  expected  pro- 
fits, and  in  many  cafes,  the  iee  fimple  of  the 
inheritance  :  if  at  all  undertaken,  it  can  only  be 
by  men  of  independent  fortunes,  who  having  no 
immediate  calls  for  their  fuperfluous  calh,  em- 
ploy it  very  laudably  in  attempts  of  improve- 
ment, and  experiments  of  hulbandry.—ln  many 
inffances,  the  enterprize  proves  uniucccf^ful, 
in  a  variety  of  others,  it  is  abandoned  from  the 
attendant  expence,  and  never  pi ofecuted  to  ma- 
turity ;  and  even  where  it  is  ultimately  crowned 
with  fuccefs,  the  primary  improver  ftldom  de- 
rives 
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rives  an  adequate  advantage,  and  cither  a  frefh 
occupant  or  another  generation  reap  the  profits 
of  his  indudry  and  fkilL  If  fuch  are  the  confe- 
qucnces  of  barren,  wafte  and  uncultivated  traces 
of  foil  in  this  country,  where  they  are  generally 
joined  with  other  improved  or  cultivated  lands, 
where  labour  is  proportionably  cheap,and  no  want 
of  hufbandmen  is  experienced ;  what  muft  be  the 
cafe  on  the  continent,  where  large  and  immenfe 
tradls  of  uncleared  land  extend  for  miles  conti- 
guous to  each  other,  where  hands  for  cultivati- 
on  are  extremely  fcarce,  and  the  price  of  labour 
cfxtravagantly  dear.*     In  Britain,  the  farmer  has 

a  ready 

•  A  friend  of  the  publiflier's  accidentally  going  into 
the  cofFee-room  of  the  Saracens  Head,  Aldgate,  remarked 
an  American  puffer  extolling  in  the  moft  inflated  language, 
the  advantages  derivable  to  farmers  and  labourers  in  Ame- 
rica, Among  other  allurements,  he  aflerted  that  a  common 
labourer  in  any  of  the  (lates  received  no  lefs  than  ten  (hil- 
lings fterling  per  day  for  his  work.  It  might  have  exceed- 
ed the  bounds  of  decorum  to  have  given  him  the  lie  direft, 
and  would  have  attraded  in  all  probability  the  refentment 
of  the  company.  This  confideration  obliged  the  gentle- 
man only  to  fmile  contempt  upon  fuch  ftudied  and  bare* 
faced  falfehood ;  though  he  was  compelled  feemingly  to 
affent  to  it,  not  to  incur  the  odium  of  the  deluded  audi- 
tors, who  liftened  to  the  tale.  Upon  confidering  this 
incident,  and  examining  it  by  comparative  calculation,  he 
found  that  if  even  the  land  were  given  as  free  property  to 
the  farmer  in  a  flate  of  cultivation,  and  he  had  neither  trou- 
ble nor  expencc,  but  to  proceed  immediately  to  tillage,  the 

pro- 
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a  ready  market  for  his  produce  :  the  improved 
and  improving  flate  of  internal  navigation,  the 
convcniency  andcommodioufncfb;  of  public  roads, 
the  aclive  fpirit  derived  in  the  interior,  from 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  exterior  of  the 
country,  enable  him  to  make  the  utmofl  va- 
lue of  his  (lock,  by  fupplying  even  diftant  mar- 
kets, at  an  inconfiderable  expence. 

Let  him  turn  hisattendon  to  the  ftateof  Ame«- 
rican  roads,  and  their  fyftems  of  internal  navi* 
gation,  fettered  b**  local  obftrudions,  and  per- 
petually interrupted  by  portages,  and  he  will  fee 
in  a  moment,  the  impolRbiluy  of  rapid  advan- 
tages, if  he  calculates  the  expences  of  circulating 
his  produce. 

Thus  much  for  the  pofTcflion ;  let  us  now  eil-i 
quire  into  thcpurchafe  of  American  lands.  Ihave 
often  been  almoll  petrified  with  aftonifhment; 
when  I  have  heard  of  perfons  making  confidera- 
ble  purchafes  of  land,  from  thofj  who  flyle  them- 
felves  agents  for  the  difpofal  thereof — In  En- 
gland, before  a  purchafe  is  made,  the  greateft 
precaution  and  fcrutiny  are  exercifed ;  the  value 

produce  of  his  harveft,  &c.  &c.even  at  the  exhorbitant 
pricejof  American  markets,  would  fcarcely  defray  the  finglc 
article  of  fervant's  wages.  If  this  be  the  cafe,  it  would  be 
better  to  be  ploughman  than  farmer,  fervant  thanmafter; 
a  '  ontradi£lion  fo  obvious  as  to  ftrike  every  capacity,  and 
fuflicient  without  farther  rtfleftion  to  refute  the  pompous 
panegyric  of  an  American  fpeculift. 

This  note  is  introduced  as  a  (light  fpecimen  of  the  in- 
trigues, falfehoods  and  manoeuvres  praftifed  upon  the  igno- 
Tant  and  inexperienctd  on  the  fubjeft  of  emigration, 

of 
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of  the  land  accurately  eftimated,  the  quality  mi- 
nutely examined,  the  extent  ably  furveyed,  the 
title-deeds  carefully  perufed,  and  every  caution 
employed  to  prevent  deception  and  lofs :  In  this 
particular,  we  may  almoft  fay  Engliflimen  arc 
fpftered  by  care,  and  nurfed  by  attention  ;  and 
yet  the  fame  individuals,  who  to  their  own  coun- 
trymen are  fo  cautioufly  circumfpedl,  run  head- 
long and  precipitate  to  conclude  a  bargain  for 
American  demefne.  Inflances  daily  occur,  where- 
in the  purchafer  knows  no  more  of  his  land  than 
he  does  of  the  map  of  the  moon,  and  the  only  rea- 
fon  he  can  aflign  why  it  fliould  prove  fruitful  or 
produdive  is,  *'  his  land  is  in  America."  He 
receives  all  upon  truft ;  fituation,  extent,  fup- 
pofed  produce,  climate,  variety  of  lealon,  local 
advantages,  ftate  of  civilization,  &c.  &c.  are 
^s  much  unknown  to  his  perfonal  knowledge, 
as  the  inclement  winters  of  Lapland,  to  the 
parched  inhabitants  of  the  Tropics.  He  cannot 
even  be  certain  that  the  map  which  is  offered  to 
his  view  is  genuine  or  corredl,  and  his  land  may 
lay  for  ought  he  knows,  in  a  fimilar  fituation  to 
the  Ouaquaphenogaw  fvvamp*,  ten  times  more 
unprofitable  than  the  fens  of  Lincolnfhire.  If 
this  fhould  not  be  the  cafe,  it  is  more  than  pof- 
fible  his  eftate  may  fvvarm  with  the  prodigious 

*  Ouquaphenogaw  f vvamp  in   Georgia,  fituated  between 
Flint  and  Oakmulge  rivers,'is  nearly  three  hundred  miles  in 
circumference   and  in  wet  feafons  has  all  the  appearence 
•f  9n  inaird  Tea. 

reptiles 
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reptilesj  and  deadly  infeds  of  the  American 
continent,  be  fubjedled  to  the  inroads  of  wild 
beafls^Jor  to  the  fierce  depredations  of  the  native 
favages.  If  the  moft  bigotted  emigrant  |in  the 
plenitude  of  his  enthufiafm,  could  but  be  in- 
duced to  conlider  thefe  more  than  probable  dif- 
advantages  and  inconveniences,  he  would  atleafl 
weigh  with  ferious  reflection  the  folly  of  his  pur- 
chafcj  and  employ  his  utmoft  attention  to  elude 
the  fatal  confequences. 

But  fuppofing  for  the  fake  of  argument,  tha^ 
none  of  thefe  inconveniences  or  difadvantages 
exifted,  what  certain  information  can  the  pur- 
chafer  polTefs  of  the  legal  right  ■  of  the  feller  or 
veracity  of  the  land-broker.     Is  it  not  extremely- 
probable,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  letters^ 
that  the  foil  is  pre-occupied  ?  and  iffo,  after  a 
tedious  navigation  of  the  Atlantic,  and  a  fatigu- 
ing and  toilfome  journey  to  the  back  country, 
by  what  procefs   of  ejedment  will  the  Britifh 
emigrant  recover  his  right,  or  be  put  in  peaceable 
poffeflion  of  his  property  ?  It  may  be  faid,  the 
agent  has  palled  his  word,  and  we  believe  his  affer 
tions :  and  have  not  many  words  been  palTed,  and 
many  alTertions  made  relpedling  America,Mhich 
fubfequcnt  experience  has  proved  falfe,  partial, 
interefted  and  delufive  ?  Should  then,  the  unfor- 
tunate Ipeculift  find  this  his  fituation,   when  he 
contemplates  the  immenfe  tra6i:   of  intervening 
territory,  and  the  irrenavigable  volumesofocean 
which  roll  between  him  and  bis  feducer,  where 

is 
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is  his  remedy,  or  what  is  his  hope  of  recom- 
pence?  Thefe  are  ferious  reflections,  and  at 
leaft  deferve  a  little  attention.  Perfons  ac- 
quainted with  the  real  fituation  of  America,  and 
the  almoft  infuperable  difficulties  of  fetriing  in 
the  interior  or  back  parts  of  the  country,  will 
readily  acquiefce  in  their  propriety.  The  en- 
thufiaft,  who,  enamoured  of  adventure,  idolizes 
America  from  common  report,  and  regards  it 
through  the  partial  medium  of  prejudice  and  pre- 
conception, willftartle  at  truths  to  which  he  is 
a  ftranger  and  perhaps  refufe  affent  to  found 
judgment,  out  of  compiaifance  to  his  prejudices. 
Truth  is  a  bitter  pill,  but  it  muft  be 
fwallowed,  if  we  value  the  exigence  of  the 
body  politic.  The  prefent  day  is  remarka- 
ble for  the  promulgation  of  truth,  ana  it 
remains  yet  to  be  feen,  whether  prejudice  is 
a  principle,  or  only  an  excrcfcence  of  the  hu- 
man underftanding. — The  publifher  believes  it 
the  latter,  and  in  the  aufpicious  hope  of  doing- 
fome  fervice  to  mankind,  by  contributing  to  it? 
demolition^  he  has  pub'ifhed  this  pamphlet. 
Should  however,  his  afferiions  be  doubted;  the 
fecond  letter  figned  P.  B.  will  amply  demon- 
ftrate  their  truth ;  and  fhew  in  full  feature,  the 
miferable  fituation  to  which  the  Kentucky  ad- 
venturers are  frequently,  if  not  generally  re- 
duced; which  information,  allowing  a  little  for 
the  difference  of  fituation,  may  be  taken  for  a 
tolerable  fpecimen  ofthefuccefs  of  agricultural 
jidventure  throughout  the  American  continent. 

Mifery 
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Mifery  and  misfortune  are  the  general  confe- 
quents  of  American  pufF  and  panegyric— and  I 
know  not  one  of  the  various  praifes  of  emigra- 
tion, which  has  been  realized  by  experiment^ 
except  this,  "  Emigrants  to  America  will  have 
no  tythes  to  pay/*  It  is  undoubtedly  true, 
in  the  back  country,  the  farmer  will  have  to 
pay  no  tythes ;  except  we  may  call  fuch  the  cuf- 
tomary  contributions,  which  are  every  now  and 
then  demanded  by  the  native  Indians,  who  are 
very  apt  to  fcalp  the  proprietor,  murder  the  fa- 
mily, and  fire  the  houfe  in  their  mode  of  coUec* 
tion. 

One  fpecies  of  abjeQ mifery  confequent  upon 
emigration  has  been  hitherto  unnoticed — but  to 
the  labouring  poor  it  is  tremendoufly  awful,  and 
pregnant  with  horrors  of  the  moft  unprecedent- 
ed nature.     I  mean  the  cuftom  of  indenting^  or 
to  fpeak  perhaps  more  precifely  of  buying  a.  vo- 
luntary exile  and  a  bitter  flavery.     Thofe  vora- 
cious harpies  of  whom  in  this  preface  we  have 
had  already  too  much  occafiontomake  mention* 
are  in  the  habits  of  flimulating  the  labouring  poor 
to  crofs  the  Atlantic   upon  an  indenture — by 
which  they  bind  themfelves  for  a  certain  term, 
from  two  to  feven  years,  as  the  indented  fervants 
of  an  auftere  captain  or  imperious  landholder ; 
whofe  only  objeft  is  to  derive  a  profit  from  their 
misfortune,  and  to  aggrandize  himfelf  atthe  ex- 
pence  of  induftry  in  diftrefs,     Tbefe  contrafts 
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have  been  common  on  the  coafts  of  Ireland  and 
Scotland  For  fome  time,  but  lately,  even  the 
Metropolis  is  infefted  with  them,  and  the  pan- 
ders of  American  opulence,  walk  unblulhing  to 
pradice  their  delafions  through  the  ftreets  of 
London. 

The  fituations   of  the  unfortunate  labourers 
-who  fall  into  their  hands,  may  be  in  fome  de- 
gree conceived,  but  cannot  be  eafily  defcribed. 
They  are  fometimes  employed  on  the  coafts,  but 
more   generally  fent   into   the  interior,  where 
€very  fpecies  of  brutal  info'ence  and  overbear- 
ing tyranny  is  exercifed  upon  their   feelings. 
Sold    upon   their   landing  to  a  lordly   planter* 
unable  to  refcue  themfelves  from  flavery.  fink- 
ing daily  deeper  into  debt,  their  days  embittered 
by  hard  labour  and  fevere  treatment,  their  nights 
harrafled  by  cruel  though  fi  uitlefs  refle61:ion,they 
dropfilently  into  the  oblivious  grave,  themifera- 
ble  vi8:ims  ot  interefteddelulion.— What  terms 
Ihall  the  indignation  of  Britain  invent,  or  where 
in  the  treafures  of  reproach,  Ihall    (he  find  epi- 
thet fufficientlyimpreffive  to  addrefs  the  vultures 
who  thus  prey  npon  her  vitals?   And  what  muft 
the  honeft  mind  think   of  that  boa^^ed  land  of 
liberty  where  this  fpecies  of  legal  Jlavery  is  prac- 
tifed  withimpunity,  and  countenanced  by  public 
example?  Where  is  the  labourer's  hope?  What 
is  the  hufbandman*s  proteSion,  who,  unable  to 
defrav  the  expences  of  his  voyage,  fliips   him- 


PREFACE.  xxxiii 

felf  indented  or  indebted  with  an  American  cap- 
tain? Let  the  following  Itory  explain  the  too 
melancholy  anfwer. 

A  labouring  man  and  his  wife  entered  into  an 
indenture  with  the  captain  of  an  American  vef- 
fel,    bound  for  Philadelphia,  in  the  laft  fpring. 
The  conditions  of  the  agreement  were,  that  the 
I  man  fhould  pay   the  captain   for  the  pafTage  of 
j  himfelf  and  his  wife,  and  the  captain  on  his  part 
I  covenanted  to  fupply   them   with  fea  flores,  as 
I  their  little   property  was  exhaufted    by  paying 
!  the  conveyance.  On  the  veflel's  arrival  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, the  man  was  to  be  allowed  fix  months 
to  work  himfelf  rouad  in,  and  to  difcharge  the 
i  debt  due  to  the  fhip  owners,  for  his  fuftenance 
;  during  the  voyage.     When  the  fhip  made  port, 
!  the  owners  came  on  board,  and  after  examining 
the  paflengers,  &c.   proceeded  to  demand   the 
pecuniary  ftipulations  agreed  upon  between  the 
paffenger  and  the  captain. 

In  vain  did  the  poor  fellow  urge  the  condi- 
tions on  which  he  accepted  the  credit:  the  own- 
ers alledged  that  the  captain  being  only  their 
fcrvant,  could  not  difpofe  of  their  property 
without  exprefs  permiffion.  The  captain  on  his 
part,  fwore  he  had  never  entered  into  fuch  en- 
gagements, and  the  confequence  was,  that  the 
man  and  his  wife  were  thrown  into  goal,  where 
after  languilhing  a  long  time,  and  finding  no 
other  alternative,  he  was  obliged  to  indent  bim- 

d  felf 
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fclf  for  eight  years  to  a  South  Carolina  plantef, 
who  paid  the  debt  and  cxpences,  fees,  &c.  which 
had  accumulated  to  a  confiderable  amount.  Upon 
this  anecdote  the  editor  muft  obferve  that  if 
an  Englifhman  is  enamoured  with  flavery,  and 
will  forge  his  own  fetters,  it  would  be  infinite- 
ly better  to  make  a  voyage  to  Africa,  and  black- 
en his  face  at  once,  than  to  indent  himfelf  to 
any  American  emiflary,  whofe  on^y  aim  is  to 
make  him  an  article  of  profit  to  the  next  bidder, 
and  that  by  the  mofl  villanous  of  artifices,  and 
moft  infamous  of  intrigues. 

Horrid  as  the  foregoing  (lory  muft  appear  to 
every  intelligent  reader,  it  muft  yet  excite  fur- 
ther horror,  to  be  told  that  even  in  the  metro- 
polis, thefe  nefarious  pradices  are  affiduoufly 
carried  on,  and  that  even  thoufands  are  reported 
to  fwell  the  lifts  of  the  atrocious  traffickers  of  hu- 
man blood*.     Happy  ftiall  the  publiftier  of  thefe 

few 

*  There  is  at  the  prefent  j'unfture,  a  very  large  concern  of 
this  kind,  going  on  by  a  wholefale  agent  in  Bloomsbury 
Square.  The  bird's  eye profpeft  held  forth  by  this  recruit- 
ing cajoler  to  thofe  credulous  perfons  who  are  fuperficial 
obfervers,  and  only  accuftomed  to  view  one  fide  of  a  fub- 
jeft  is  highly  romantic.  The  trap  is  Kentucky,  and  the  bait 
nothing  fhort  of  an  independancy,  after  the  time  ofappren- 
ticefhip  is  expired.  A  friend  of  the  publifliers  has  been  in 
company  with  feveral  of  the  unfortunate  men,  whohavebeen 
worked  upon  to  indent  themfelves  as  common  labourers, 
though  the  greatelt  part  of  them  were  artizans  and  mecha- 

nicks  of  very  valuable  defcriptions. 

The 
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few  falutary  pages  efteem  himfelf,  if  the  difle^ 
mination  of  the  truths  contained  in  them>  can 
check  the  progrefs  of  this  enormous  evil,  and 
recall  his  deluded  countrymen  to  reafon  and  to 
thought 

It  remains  now  to  fay  fomething  of  the  letters 
which  follow;  the  ftyle  of  them  will  fufficiently 
authenticate  the  evidence  of  their  truth — They 
are  as  they  were  written,  with  very  little,  and 
with  no  material  alteration — Somethings  indeed 
it  was  necefl'ary  to  fupprefs.  as  having  local  and 

fomc 

The  terms  of  agreement  are  fuch  as  to  elude  the  whole- 
lome  provifions  of  the  legiflature,  againft  enticing  artizans 
from  this  kingdom  :  and  further  to  fecure  the  efforts  of  the 
indented  to  be  applied  in  fuch  manner  as  their  owners  may  be 
pleafed  to  direft :  For  the  ideas  of  thefe  bloodsuckers  are 
purely  correfpondent  with  the  fludied  villainy  of  their  ac- 
tions, 1  hey  have  ftlpulated  indefinitely,  and  as  fuch  they 
will  difpofe  of  their  bargains,  as  may  beft  fuit  their  oun  in- 
tereRed  motives.  The  mifcreant  alluded  to  in  this  note, 
has  chartered  no  lefs  than  fix  fhips  to  convey  his  miferable 
game  to  their  land  of  bondage:  The  infatuated  wretches 
enfiaved  by  him  in  this  manner,  amount  to  upwards  of  one 
thoufdnd,  and  the  time  fixed  for  their  departure  is  the  en- 
fuing  month. 

As  an  inftance  of  his  confummate  hypocrify  and^artful  in- 
finuaiion,  the  publiflicr  cannot  forbear  to  quote  one  of  his 
notable  fayings  ;  when  giving  audience  to  fuch  perfons  as 
are  uninrentiona.'ly  felling  themfelves  as  his  flaves,  he 
frequently    (tops    fhort    in    his    difcojrfe,    pulls   out    his 

handkerchief,  and  looks  mod  fympathetically,  and 
whines  iu  the  tone  of  C(*mmificrdtion,  "•  dear  friends,  I 
humbly  crave  yuurforgivenefs,  and  God  forgi  ^'c  me!  there 

is  rather  too  much  of  the  leaven   of  ariflocracy  in  my  «nf- 

pofition.*' 
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fome  perfonal  allufions,  and  fome  expreffions  of 
difappoiniment  were  retrenched  ao  too  fevere.-^ 
The  writers  had  no  conception  they  were  ever  to 
fee  the  prefs,  and  the  editor  experts  no  reward, 
but  the  approbation  of  his  own  confcience — He 
is  unconnected  with  any  party,  and  of  too  inde* 
pendant  a  principle  to  be  influenced  by  the  paL 
try  confideration  of  private  intereft — However 
indifferent  his  fuccefs,  he  has  done  his  duty  to 
his  countrymen— May  they  be  upon  their  guard 
againft  crimps  and  kidnappers  of  every  defcrip- 

tion; 

pofition."  When  the  publiflier's  friend  vifited  him,  this 
language  was  o^ten  ufed,  and  feemed  to  have  its  full  effeft 
on  the  audience;  one  young  fellow  in  particular,  of  a 
very  ftiabby  appearance,  who  ftyled  himfelf  an  architeft 
feemed  to  b.-  quite  charmed  with  the  deportment  of  this 
worthy  charaaer  :  for  on  leaving  the  houfe,  the  gentleman 
prefumed  to  remonftrate  with  him  on  the  great  impropriety 
of  implicitly,  adopting  every  fine  thing  this  artful  fycophant 
uttered,  the  young  man  eyed  him  with  marks  of  ineffable 
contempt,  and  in  an  imperious  tone,  demanded  to  know 
«  what  anftocratic  fpy  he  was  in  company  with,  who  dare^j 
to  doubt  of  the  intentions  of  fo  worthy  a  charaaer  as  they 
had  jua  left,  in  order  to  prevent  his  followers  from  accom- 
panying him  lo  the  land  of  liberty,   to  breath  a  Utile  free 


»A1R. 


The  gentleman  deemed  It  proper  to  fay  nothing  in  anfwer, 
aaing  confiftentlv  with  the  holy  writ,  though  not  in 
quite^'iuch  harfh  language,  as  he  thought  this  young  fellow's 
credulity  or  diarefs  ^'as  at  fuch  a  height,  that  it  ha4 
given  him  up  to  a  ftrong  delufion,  in  order  that  he  might 
believe  a  lie,  and  precipitate  himfelf  into  bondage  and  its 
bitter  appendages. 
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tion:  and  while  they  juftly  execrate  the  military 
aflaflin,  who  robs  them  of  their  chiLiren,  to  pro- 
vide employment  for  the  fword  of  their  enemies ; 
and  deteft  in  honourable  abhorrence,  the  com-. 
mercial  banditti,  whodefolate  the  coafts  of  Afric 
with  flavery  and  death  ;  may  they  not  forget  to 
load  with  equal  obloquy  and  execration,  thofe 
jackalls  of  misfortune,  the  panders  of  America 
landholders,  who  would  rob  them  of  their  peace 
by  multiplied  delufion,  and  facrifice  their  com- 
fort,  their  property,  and  their  lives,  to  fwdlthe 
gains  of  American  fpeculation. 


LETTER 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    I. 

f ROM  A  YOUNG  MAN  (A  CARPENTER.) 


I 


Falmouth,  March  17,  1795. 
Dear  Brother, 

AM  happy  to  inform  you  of  our  fafe  arrival 
at  this  place  yefterday  morning.  We  expe- 
rienced a  tolerable  pleafant  pafTage,  favmg  fun- 
day  night,  and  the  entering  this  port,  which 
was  under  lo  heavy  a  gale,  chat  we  were  driven 
beyond  the  Lizard.  On  our  hoifling  fignal  tor  a 
pilot,  you  would  feave  been  furprifcd  at  the 
quicknefs  with  which  he  came  fcuddmgtous  in 
his  cockle-fhell  boat. 

Some  time  before  we  dropped  anchor,  three 
boats  crews  belonging  to  the  Concorde,  Inde- 
fatigable, and  a  Sloop,  iliips  of  war,  boarded  our 
veflel,  in  order  to  imprefs  fuch  pcrfons  as  would 
fuit  them.  We  all  kept  below  deck,  whilfl:  they 
examined  the  failors,  which  was  done  with  ftricl:- 
nefs  and  feverity,  and  at  lad,  they  infilled  upon 
taking  one  poor  fellow,  on  the  flimfy  pretext 
that  his  protedion  was  not  worded  right.     Cap- 

B  tain^ 


40  LOOK  BEFORE  YOU  LEAP; j 

tain  Hilton  condudled  himlelf  with  becoming 
fpirit  on  the  occalion,  and  in  a  peremptory  tone, 
declared  that  if  they  were  determined  to  imprefs 
a  foreign  fubjedt  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations, 
he  fhould  immediately  fend  a  ftatement  of  the 
fact  to  the  American  miniller. 

After  fome  further  altercation,  they  gave  up 
the  contefl,  and  proceeded  to  enquire  what  paf- 
fengers  were  on  board  :  The  captain  informed 
them,  only  fome  families  who  were  going  to 
their  friends  :  Oh  1  replied  the  marauders,  they 

may  be  d d,  for  they  are  of  no  ufe  to  us, 

and  I  affure  you  we  did  not  defire  to  be  of  any  ; 
and  fo  were  happily  in  perfedl  unifon  in   that 
refped:. 

To  a  perfon  like  myfelf  who  has  never  been 
uled  to  the  fea,  every  thing  has  a  novel  appear- 
ance, and  the  different  incidents  to  be  met  with 
on  board  a  fhip,  are  of  a  complexion  both  inte- 
refting  and  diverting.  I  have  already  met  with 
many  of  both  kinds :  every  frefh  water  failor  has 
been  very  qualmy  except  myfelf,  fo  you  can  ealily 
figure  in  your  mind,  in  what  a  comfortable  litu- 
at  ion  I  have  been  as  adminiftrator  in  general  ta 
the  diftreiling  condition  of  my  fellow  paflengers  ; 
However,  this  has  been  amply  compensated  by 
the  diverting  activity  difplayed  by  the  feamen  in 
working  the  velTel.  You  would  have  laughed 
heartily,  to  hear  the  little  drunken  pilot's  com- 
mands to  the  failors,  and  their  rejoinders  as  wc 
dropt  down  channel ;  the  following  is  a  fpecimen : 

Hallo 
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Hallo,  let  go  main  fheet!  Main  top-fheet !  Top 
gallant  and  weather  braces  !  Haul  away,  d — n 
your  fouls  1  You  are  worfe  lubbers  than  Genoefe, 
Maltefe,  Portuguefe  or  Spaniards  1  To  this  laft 
falute,  the  men  flyly  replied,  Eyel  eye!  old 
codger,  American  freemen  can  fometimes  excufe 
the  infolence  of  Englif/ijlaves ! 

Poor  Mc'Leod  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  put 
on  board  after  we  had  failed  from  the  downs  an 
hour,  this  has  been  a  mod  lucky  chance;  his 
wife  and  family  were  very  unhappy  on  his  account. 

I  am  quite  enchanted  with  Falmouth,  it  is  a 
molt  delightfu  I  place,  and  feems  to  carry  on  an 
extenfive  commerce ;  the  town  confifts  of  be- 
tween fix  and  feven  hundred  houfes,  and  is  built 
upon  a  rock,  commanding  a  profpect  of  a  fine 
bafon. 

Our  commander  in  chief,  Mr,  B ac- 
companied me  on  fhore,  and  prefented  D 's 

draft  to  Mr.  B d^  the  gentleman  on  whom 

it  was  drawn.  To  our  great  aftonifhment,  he 
told  us  he  could  by  no  means  comply  with 
the  terms   of  the  fame,  as  he  had  never  any 

commercial  dealihgs  with  D 's  in  his  life : 

it  was  true  he  knew  fuch  a  gentleman,  and  had 
correfponded  with  him  on  politics,  but  no  fur- 
ther, and  appeared  furprized  at  his  prefuming* 
to  take  luch   unwarrantable   liberty   with  him^ 

Kotwithflanding  Mr.  B d   had  been  made 

fo  free  with  on  our  account,  profefled  himfelf 

*  Vide  preface,  page  x, 

happy 
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happy  if  he  could  render  us  any  fervice  during 
our  ftay  in  port :  we  thanked  him  for  his  kind- 
nefs,  and  took  our  leave,  myfelf  much  aftoniihed, 

and  poor  B quite  chagrined  at  his  difap- 

pointment. 

If  you  fhould  chance  to  fee  Mr.  D tell 

him  that  Holt  the  butcher*  (whom  he  recom- 
mended) is  not  the  honeft  man  he  reprefented 
him,  for  he  has  furnilhed  us  with  beef  and  pork 
faked  two  years  at  leaft  ;  it  is  obliged  to  be  foak- 
ed  three  days  in  water  before  any  perfon  can 
touch  it. 

Thofe  who  are  judges,  and  have  examined  the 
cafks,  declare  the  meat  is  old  ftores,  and  very 
unwholefome  to  eat:  we  have  fent  him  a  parcel 
by  the  mail  coach,  and  in  it  is  contained  fome 
of  the  rhind  and  teats  of  the  pork,  its  of  fuch  a 
texture  as  to  furnifh  excellent  leather  for  the 
fadlers. 

If  you  write  by  return  of  pod,  I  believe  cur 
flay  will  be  long  enough  to  receive  your  letter. 

Our  boat  is  ready  to  put  off,  perhaps  I  may 
write  again;  commend  me  to  all  friends,  and 
believe  me  to  be  your  affedlionate  brother. 

S.  M. 

•     Page  ix. 
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LETTER     II. 

(    FROM     THE    SAME   ) 

Alexandria y   Virginia,  June  17,   1795. 
Mv  Dear  Brother, 

AFTER  various  perils  and  dangers,  we  are 
at  length  fafely  arrived  at /^zjy^mows  Ame-- 
rica.  1  beg  you  will  write  me  as  foon  as  con- 
venient, an  account  of  the  principal  occurrences 
that  have  happened  in  England  lince  my  depar- 
ture. The  American  newfpapers  are  filled  with 
the  vileft  abufe  and  molt  bitter  invecflive  againft 
the  Englifh  nation,  with  fuch  flrange  accounts 
of  their  tranfadlions;  as  fmcll  very  ftrong  of  wil- 
ful and  ftudied  mifreprefentation. 

I  fhall  be  happy  to  hear  that  you  have  efcaped 

the  harpy  talons  of  that  defigning  villain  D- 's 

for  he  is  a  very  dangerous  charadler  ;  poor  B 

has  been  completely  oufted  with  his  draft ;  it  is 
true,  he  has  refpedlable  connexions  in  this  part, 
but  they  are  little  inclined  to  ferve  any  perfon 
of  his  recommendation.  He  once  was  in  repute 
here,  but  it  is  quite  otherwife  at  prefent,  the 
real  fact  is,  he  never  dare  fet  his  foot  in  this 
country  any  more  on  account  of  fome  wcry  ne- 
farious tranfadlions  in  the  paper  money  bufinefs* 
during  the  late  war. 

♦  A-la  mode,  the  manufafturing  affignats  in  the  prefent 
war,  by  fome  of  the  emigrants. 

Alex^ 
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Alexandria  is  one  of  the  moft  wicked  places 
I  ever  beheld  in  my  life  ;  cock-fighting,  horie- 
tacing,  with  every  other  fpecies  of  gambling  and 
cheating,  being  apparently  the  principal  bufi- 
nefs  going  forwards.  As  a  proof  of  this,  you 
may  judge  of  the  extent  of  this  diffipation,  when 
I  inform  you,  this  littl:  place  contains  no  lefs 
than  between  forty  and  fifty  billiard-tables.—- 
Here  is  one  proteftant  church  where  fervice  is 
performed  once  a  month  ;  one  Prefbyterian^ 
Methodift,  and  Roman  Catholic  chapel. 

The  people  are  as  proud  and  imperious  as  pof- 
fible,  and  efieem  but  little  fuch  white  people  as 
are  obliged  to  labour/or  a  livelihood^  all  the  drudg- 
ery being  done  by  their  wretched,  negro  Jlaves. 

The  women  bear  no  comparifon  to  our  fair 
countrywomen,  both  in  point  of  perfon  and  drefs> 
in  the  latter  of  which  they  are  perfedt  flovens^ 
as  they  feldom  wear  caps,  ftays^  Ihoes,  or  (lock- 
ings at  home,  which  makes    them   whenever 
they  appear  abroad,  equipped  in  thefe  things^ 
hardly  know  how  to  behave  themfelvesj  and  alfo 
renders  their  carriage  extremely  awkward  and 
difgufting.     Moft  perfons  rife  by  break]  of  day^ 
it  being  the  moft  pleafant  in  the  hot   feafon* 
Our  board  cofis  us  three  dollars  per  week ;  we 
have  three  meals  a  day ;  our  breakfafl  confifts  of 
coffee  or  tea  with  hot  Indian  hoe  cakes ;  for  din- 
ner, either  beef,  mutton  or  pork:  and  forfup- 
per,  the  cold  meat  left  at  the  preceding  meaL 
I  have  neither  feen  nor  tailed  a  good  morfel  of 
meat  fince  I  have  been  here  i  it  is  like  carrion^ 

and 
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and  fo  lean,  that  you  might  get  more  fat  from 
a  loin  of  Englifli  mutton,  than  from  all  that  has 
yet  fallen  in  my  way. 

I  have  made  enquiries  concerning  fhocmakers, 
and  am  of  opinion  you  might  fucceed  well,  as 
there  is  no  ladies  (hoemaker  in  town,  thef  j  kind 
of  Ihoes  being  imported  from  New  England, 
The  wages  paid  thejourneymen  are  very  high,  no 
Jefs  than  five  (hillings  currency  for  making  fhoes, 
and  iixteen  for  boots,  yet  notwithftanding  this, 
by  fome  unaccountable  mifmanagemcnt,  they  are 
the  moll  wretched  fet  of  creatur^  s  it  is  pofTible 
to  conceive,  being  always  bought  and  fold  from 
one  mafter  to  another,  on  account  ot  being  forty 
or  fifty  dollars  in  debt. 

Tell  my  coufm  J,  M.*  to  be  particular  care- 
ful in  trifling  with  the  agents  for  the  fale  of 
American  lands,  or  he  will  be  taken  in,  as  1  would 
not  give  one  thoufand  pounds  flerlingforall  the 
uncultivated  land  I  have  feen.  Advife  every 
perfon  to  be  on  their  guard  againft  fuch  artifices, 
or  they  will  repent  it  when  too  late.  The-  lower 
clafTes  in  Virginia  and  Maryland  are  if  pofFible 
more  Kentucky  mad,  than  the  credulous  En- 
glifh  are  America  mad;  the-  are  daily  venturing 
to  that  country  of  promife  in  great  numbers  ;  its 
diftance  from  this  pLce  is  up\\ards  of  fix  hun- 

♦  A  land  furveyor  who  was  about  to  make  an  extenfive 
purchafe  of  land  in  Kentucky,  but  has  fince  very  wifely 
thought  better  on  it« 

hundred 
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dred  miles,  fo  the  chance  of  returning  is  quite 
out  of  the  queftion,  as  travelling  in  America  is 
both  irkfome  and  expenfive. 

If  you  ever  vilit  this  country,  for  Heaven's 
fake  never  come  in  2i general  mefsy  nor  ever  de- 
pend upon  any  officious  friend  to  furnifh  you  with 
feajlores:  You  will  eaiily  divine  my  meaning- 
I  have  gained  a  little  experience  in  thefe  parti- 
culars. Some  of  my  fellow  paflengers  were  not 
fo  clean  as  they  ought  to  have  been.*  and  we 
were  quickly  all  in  the  fame  cditditiori,  which 
was  no  Imall  amufement  for*  Us  on  the  voyage  ; 
it  was  a  comfortable  enjoyment  I  was  quite  a 
fkranger  to  until  that  time.  I  fhall  write  again 
upon  a  larger  paper  and  much  clofer,  all  the  in- 
telligence I  can  colled  refpecling  this  country, 
alfo  an  account  of  my  fellow  paflengers,  con- 
taining their  names  and  occupations,!  with  the 

*  Loufy. 

f  This  alas  !  he  was  prevented  from  accotnpUfhing,  by 
being  fnatched  away  from  this  life,  on  Sept.  5th  following 
in  the  23d.  year  of  his  age,  to  the  great  grief  of  his  friends 
in  particular,  and  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him.  Setting 
afide  the  propenfity  he  had  for  leaving  a  good  home  and 
kind  relatives,  to  vifit  the  betwitching  fhores  of  America, 
(an  obje6l  which  he  purfued  contrary  to  the  tears  and  intrea- 
ties  of  his  neareft  friends,  with  a  kind  of  infatuated  obfti- 
nacy)  he  was  a  young  man  of  ihe  moft  winding  endear- 
ments and  amiable  difpofition.  His  meek  humble  beha- 
viour, and  frank  complacency,  gained  him  the  efteem  of 
his  companions,  and  all  thofe  with  whom  he  was  acquaint- 
ed ;  and  his  memory  will  always  be  regarded  by  them,  with 
the  fame  degree  of  aflPedion  as  his  untimely  fate  is  lamented. 

manftcr 
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manner  in  which  they  are  fettled,  and  how  far 

they  are  likely  to  fucceed  in  thdr  golden profpeBs  / 

Commend  me  heartily  to  all  my  acquaintance, 

but efpecially  tothofe  good  patriots,    Meff. 

Row,  White,  Justice  Jones,  and  Murrel, 

and  believe  me  to  be  ' 

your  affecflionate  brother, 

S.  M. 

P.  S.  Steer  clear  of  D— gs  or  you  will  be  run 
aground. 
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LETTER    III. 

(    FROM   THE  SAME    ) 

Alexandria,  Virginia,  jfune  17,  1795- 
Honoured  Parents, 

I  EM  BRACE  this  opportunity  by  Mr.  G. 
Charles,  one  of  my  fellow  paffengers^  who  is 
on  his  return  to  England  (by  way  of  New  York) 
of  letting  you  hear  from  me. 

Our  arrival  here  was  on  the  5th  inftant,  after 
a  middling  paffage  of  feventy-feven  days  from 
London  to  Alexandria.  We  failed  from  Fal- 
mouth on  Eafter  Sunday  morning,  with  a  fine 
breeze,  and  by  half  pad  three  in  the  afternoon 
loft  fight  of  England,  failors  then  beginning 
their  reckoning.  Nothing  farther  occurred  de- 
feiving  notice  until  Saturday  the  18th  of  April, 
when  our  Ihip  which  had  been  laying  to  a 
whole  week,  was  by  the  ignorance  of  fome  per- 
fons  attra6ling  the  notice  of  thehelmfman,  what 
in  the  fea  phrafe  is  termed  "  brought  up  in  the 
wind."  The  fea  then  ftruck  her  with  fuch  force 
that  it  knocked  thirty  perfons  down,  at  the  fame 
time  ftaving  in  quarter-railing  on  the  weather 
fide,  carrying  away  lee-quartering,  binnacle  and 
compafs;  the   caboaze-well  was   alfo  ftove  in, 

and 
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and  the  cook  nearly  killed,  and  between  decks 
was  inftantly  filled  knee  deep  in  water.  The 
cries  of  women  and  children  With  the  fwearing 
bf  the  failors  and  others  formed  fuch  a  fcene  I 
cannot  well  expj  efs:  Every  foul  on  board  was 
properly  ducked  and  wet  to  the  fkin.  For  my- 
felf,  I  was  loft  in  amaze  at  the  terrors  of  the 
deep,  a  gale  of  wind  being  one  of  the  moft  fub- 
lime  yet  awful  fights  of  nature  to  a  contempla- 
tive mind.  On  the  21ft  we  found  our  veflel 
rapidly  drifting  into  Terceira  one  of  the  Azores 
or  Weflern  Iflands,  we  drove  fo  near  as  to  have 
a  fine  view  of  the  town  of  Angra,  and  the  fur- 
rounding  country.  Our  Captain  and  crew  were 
in  the  greateft  terror,  as  this  is  the  latitude  iri 
which  the  Algerine  gallies,  and  other  barba- 
rous nations  at  war  with  the  United  States,  ge- 
nerally cruize,  and  we  having  no  bufinefs  there ; 
but  thank  God  we  foon  cleared  this  place. 

On  the  21ft  of  May,  Mrs.  Mc  Leod  was 
delivered  of  a  fine  boy,  having  had  a  good 
time,  this  incident  ftrikirigly  verifies  the  faying, 
that  the  '*  back  is  fitted  to  the  burthen." 

The  31ft  from  the  maft  head  we  defcrihed  the 
,Eaftermoft  fhore  of  Maryland  ^  it  is  impoflible 
to  defcribe  the  great  joy  manifefted  upon  this 
occafion.  June  the  4th,  myfeif  accompanied 
by  Meffrs,  Webb,  Hobbs  and  Charles,  landed 
^t  Maryland    Point,  in  Potomack   river,   near 

C  fiXty 
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fixty  miles  from  Wafhington  ;    we  immediately 
congratulated   each  other  on   fetting  foot  upon 
the  defired   Chore,  and  in  high  fpirits  fet  off  to 
complete  the  remainder  of  our  voyage  by  land. 
After  walking  ten  miles,  we  came  to  Mr.  New- 
man's, at  Port  Tobacco,  and  found   that  gen- 
tleman at  home,  he   received  us  with  great  ci- 
vility, and  was  extremely  anxious  in  his  enquires 
rerpecting  England  :  I  delivered  the  letters,  &:c. 
I  had  for  him,  and  then  proceeded  to  afk  if  he 
thought  there  was  any  likelihood  of  Mr.  Murrel 
fucceeding  in  that   part.     He  inftantly  replied 
bv  no  means, 'as  there  was  no  journeymen  to  be 
had  like  in  England,  and  therefore  what  bufi- 
nefs  he  contracted   for  muft  be  done  with  his 
own  hands,  by  which  he  could  never  carry  his 
trade   on  to  any  confiderable    extent*.     After 
flopping  fome  little  time,  we  took  our  leave,  and 
rambled  on  through  the  wildernefs,  and  killed 
two  fnakes,  one  of  which    meafured   five   feet 
four  inches*,  and  at  length  arrived  at  Alexandria^ 
juft  two  hours  after  the  vefTel. 

1  have  engaged  to  work  for  a  Mr.  Mills,  at  the 

rate  of  ten  fliiUings  per  day  Maryland  money, 

the  place   where    the    buildings  are,    is  called 

*  The  perfon  here  mentioned,  is  a  refpeftable  maftei' 
whitefmith,  and  a  man  or  property;  he  had  formed  the  re- 
folution  of  pafling  over  to  the  American  continent,  but 
from  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Newman,  who  is  a  gentle- 
man he  has  done  confiderable  bufmefs  for  in  his  trade,  he 
is  fomewhat  cooled  in  his  propofed  undertaking. 

Green- 
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Greenleafs  Point  in  the  Federal  City.     The  teri 
fhillings  is  currency,  the  value  in  Englifh  mo- 
ney being  rather   better   than   fix  {hillings.      I 
might  have  had  more  if  I   would  have  engaged 
to   have    ftopt    until  thirty    eight  houfes  were 
completed,     but    this    I    would   by  J^no    means 
comply  with,  chufing  firlt  to  obferve  how  the 
climate  agrees  with  my  heahh.     At  prefent  the 
heat   is  almoft   intolerable,  the  market,  being 
obliged  to  be  kept  at  four  in  the  morning,  the 
meat  being  killed  at  twelve  at  night,  and  all  li- 
quors are  kept  in  water.     As  to  what  we  have 
been  told    in   England  refpeBing  the   City  of 
Wafhington,  it  is  all  a  mere  fabrication,  and  a 
Itory  invented  to  induce  young  fellows  to  come 
to  this  part  of  the  world.     Mod  of  our  adven- 
turers have  been  egregioufly  difappointed,  and 
thofe  who  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  return^ 
appear  quite  chopfallen.     What  will  you  fay 
when  I  inform  you  there  is  woi  forty  houfes  in 
this  extenfive  metropolis,  and   that  it  has  more 
the  appearance  of  Sutton  Colefield*  than  a  city^ 
In  faB:,  if  it  is  a  city,  it  is  one  in  embrio,  which 
will  not  come  to  perfeftion  for  thefe  two  centu- 
ries, if  ever  it  does  at  all. — So  much    for   the 
Federal  City  of  W^afhington. 

Very  few  perfons  who  have  been  mduced  to  vifit 
this  part,  (lay  here  long,  but  difperfe  themfelves 

*  An  extenfive  batten  Wafle  near  Birmingham. 

over 
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over  the  other  ftates,  by  which  means  the  num-^ 
bers  of  mechanics  are  generally  the  fame  in  and 
round  Alexandria,  &c.  This  is  all  the  intel- 
ligence I  can  colled  at  prefent,  depend  upon  my 
fending  a  further  account,  as  well  as  a  journal 
of  my  voyage  the  firft  opportunity.  Commend 
me  to  all  my  friends  and  acquaintainces,  and 

always  efteem  me  your  dutiful  fon, 

S.  M. 

P.  S.  I  am  apprehenfive  Bogue  and  poor  in- 
fatuated Mc  Leod,  begin  to  think  they  had 
better  have  remained  in  London.  They  are 
convinced  it  will  be  impoflible  to  fet  up  their 
coaches  this  year.  Alas!  that  we  Englifhmen 
fhould  be  the  continued  dupes  of  our  own  cre- 
dulity. 


LETTER 
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L  E  T  T  E  R     IV. 

FROM  A  YOUNG  MAN, 
BY  f  ROFESSiON  A  STONEMASON. 

Wajhington,  July  4,    1795. 
Honoured  Parents, 

KNOWING  the  anxiety  you  will  be  under 
on  my  account,  I  take  the  earlieft  oppor- 
tunity of  writing,  which  is  by  the  tirft  fhip  that 
has  failed  from  Ale  andria  fince  my  arrival.  I 
landed  at  that  town  upon  the  5th  ultimo,  in  good 
health,  the  continuance  of  which  I  experience 
at  prefcnt.  After  fpending  a  week  in  looking 
about  me,  and  in  viewing  the  country,  and  alfo 
endeavouring  to  get  a  fituation,  but  finding  none 
tojuii  mty  I  was  obliged  to  proceed  to  this  place, 
where  I  began  to  work  the  Monday  week  after 
landing,  at  the  Capitol  or  Houfe  of  AlTembly, 
where  the  Congrefs  arc  to  meet  a$  foon  as  this 
city  is  built  !  This  edifice  is  three  hi ndred  feet 
in  front,  and  nearly  the  fame  in  depth,  its  foun- 
dation is  now  riling  out  of  the  ground,  andcon^ 
lifts  ot  a  ruggid  flinty  ftone,  but  the  building 
above  is  to  be  continued,  with  w  hat  is  called 
American  freeftone,  which  i,  of  the  nature  of  an 
Englilh  coar/e  grit;  it  is  not  a  bad  ftone  to  work, 
and  we  are  preparing  it  as  fall  as  polhble.     My 

wages 
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wages  are  elevenjhillingsper  day  currency,  which 
h.JixJJiillings   and  [even  pence  fterling.     I  pay 
fixteen  fniilings   Fnglifh   money   per  week  for 
board  and  lodging,  hut  find  my  own  drinks  which 
makes  it  amount  to  vpwaj'ds  of  a  guinea*;  pro- 
viiions  of  all  kinds  are  much  dearer  than  in  Lon- 
don, and  the   quality   neither  fo  nutritive  nor 
palatable  to  an  Englifliman  :  for  the  greateft  part 
of  the  animal  food  is  falted,  and  the  vegetables  are 
fo  fcarce,  that  we  feldom  tafte  any  ;  by  which 
numerous  diforders  attending  the  living  on  fait 
meat  are  produced,  fuch  as  the  fcurvy,  &c.  &c. 
This  country   is  far  deficient  from  what  we 
were  taught  to  exped:  in  England,  and  confe- 
quently  I  have  been  egregioufly  deceived  in  the 
expectations  I  formed  on  the  defcriptions  which 
J  had  reprefented  to  me  of  this  place.     Not- 
withftanding  this,  I  am  no  ways  forry  for  com- 
ing, as  by  fo  doing,  it  has   taught  me  a  proper 
value  for  my  native  country  ;  and  alfo  fome  little 
experience  in  the  manoeuvres  pradifed  by  the 
artful  on  the  unwary,in  order   to   induce  them 
to  emigrate  to  this  inhofpitable  land.     The  City 
of  Waihington,  which  is  to  be  the  feat  of  the 
American  legiflaturc  in  the  year  1 800,  at  prefent 
does  not  containybr^j'  h'ickhoufes,'\  andthefe  are 

not 

*  An4  alfo  wafhing,  which  is  very  expenfive. 

t  The  annexed  defcription   of  Waftiington,  is  literally 
extracted    from    the  Morning    Chronicle    of  Thiirfday, 
January  28;   J  796. 
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not  half  finifhed  •  the  remainder  are  wooden  huts, 
and  the  worft  i  ever  beheld.  The  five  fircets 
fo  pompoufly  lain  out  in  the  map  which  we 
examined  in  London^  are  avenues  cut  throucrh  the 
woods,  with  not  a  folitary  houfe  ftanding  in  cither 
of  them.  At  George  Town,  which  is  about  a 
mile  from  this  city,  the  buildings  are  at  a  (land 
for  want  of  money,  \\  hich  is  a  very  prevalent 
evil  in  this  part  amongil:  the  buildefs,  but  where 
I  am  at  work  I  am  told  the  cafh  is  fure. 
The  Federal  City,  as  it  is  called,  is  iituated 
upon  an  eminence,  overlooking  the  Potomack 
river,  and  alfo  furrounding  hills  and  vales,  but 
is  by  no  means  fo  pleafant,  fertile,  or  heal  hy 
as  rcprefented :  The  hills  are  barren  of  every 
thing  but  impenetrable  woods;  and  the  valleys 
are  mere  fwamps,  producing  nothing  e\cept  my_ 
riads  of  toads   and  frogs   (of  an  cnormous  lize) 

"  The  magnificent  City  of  WASHINGTON,  in  Ame- 
rica, h.:s  already  SEVEN  THOUSAND  HOUSiS,  built 
in  a  very  handjomt  Jtyk^  and  they  continue  building  in  a 
very  rapi  s  manner."  It  is  not  our  intention  to  cali:  any 
refleftion  upon  the  editor  of  the  newfp  iper  for  circulating 
fuch  a  barefaced  falfehood,  as  we  are  well  avvare  <  f  the 
manner  in  which  articles  of  intelligence  are  inirodi  ced  to 
his  notice.  But  at  the  fame  time  \'.  emud  remaik,  tiiat  the 
conductors  of  the  various  vehicles  of  information,  fhould 
be  extremely  cautious  how  the^  ifTue  to  the  public  in  p,o- 
fitive  terms,  fueh  important  notifications,  fo  void  of  foun- 
dation; and  before  they  venture  to  difperfe  fuch  attraftive 
inducemenis  to  emigration,  be  weil  convinced  their  in*^or- 
Hiaiion  arifes  from  no  interefud  (Quarter, 

with 
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with  other  naufeous  reptiles.  The  ague  and  fo- 
yer, and  alio  the  flux  are  dreadful  fcourges  to 
new  comers  ;  even  the  natives^^and  thofe  who 
have  pafTed  what  is  called  the  feafoning,  frequent- 
ly fall  vidims  to  their  ravages.  The  extreme 
variability  of  weather,  together  with  the  ftag- 
nate  waters  in  the  fvvamps,  and  the  unclearedi 
lands  are  deemed  the  chief  caules  of  the  ague 
and  fever  :  And  the  fpiritous  liquors  which  i^ 
our  ujual  hev&ragey  that  of  the  flux. 

Provided  I  keep  my  health,  I  propofe  trying 
my  fortune  here  a  twelvemonth,  at  the  end  of 
which,  if  this  city  goes  on  no  better,  I  will  pro- 
ceed to  Philadelphia,  where  I  am  informed 
there  is  as  good  encouragement  given  there  as 
is  here,  and  thefituation  much  more  comforta- 
ble. 

This  place  is  the  mere  whim  of  thePREsioRNT 
of  the  United  States,  and  lies  contigous  to  his 
own  eflate.  iNfotwithflanding  what  may  beaver- 
red  to  the  contrary,  I  think  he  has'manifefbed  a 
great  portion  of  vanity  in  the  ardent  defire  he  has 
exprclled  in  wifhing  t;o  perpetuate  his  name,  by 
building  a  metropolis  under  fo  many  difadvan- 
tages,  both  in  refpe^i:  of  climate  and  fituation  : 
During  his  life,  it  may  out  of  compliment  to 
hirn  be  carried  on  in  a  flow  manner,  but  I  am 
;^pp^ehenfive  (and  that  not  without  reafon)  as 
foon  as  he  is  defunH,  the  city,  which  is  to  be  the 
boafl:ed  monument  of  his  greatnefs,  w  ill  alfo  be 

the 
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the  fame.  The  American  government  do  not 
enter  into  the  bulinefs  -with  fpirit,  for  there  is 
not  above  a  hundred  and  fifty  mechanics  of  allde^ 
fcriptions  employed  here  at  prefent,  and  what  pro- 
grefs  they  will  be  able  to  make  in  building  a  me- 
tropolis *  upon  the  extenjive  plan  lain  out,  I  leave 
you  to  judge. 

Excepting  the  capitol  and  president's  houle, 
all  the  other  buildings  are  begun  by  a  parcel  of 
adventurers  and  fpeculators,  who  after  having 
experienced  the  effeEls  of  their  omn  folly ^  generally 
retire  into  fome  other  Itate^difappointed  in  their 
exped:ations. 

There  are  ten  fionemajons  employed  at  the  capitol, 
and  Jeitenteen  at  the  prefidenVs  palace,  with  fiv^ 
more  at  different  places^  and  that  is.  the  whole 

•  The  artlefs  account  of  this  much  impofedupon  young 
man,  ill  accords  with  the  very  interefting  defcription  of 
Waftiington,  given  by  the  Rev.  W.  Winterbotham  in  his 
Hiftory  of  America,  vide  vol.  3,  page  72.  "  At  theclofe  of 
the  year  1792,  mofb  of  the  flreets  ^?ere  run,  and  the  fquarcs 
divided  into  lots.  The  canal  was  partly  dug,  and  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  materials  provided  for  the  public  buildings, 
which  are  entirely  of  freeftone  poliflied,  and  are  now  car- 
rying on  with  all  poffible  expedition.  Several  private 
iioufes  were  ere£led,  and  a  great  many  lots  were  preparing 
to  build,  The  city  nozu  makes  a  noble,  appearance,  many  of 
the  public  buildings  being  in  great  forwardnefs,  ox  Jinijhed, 
and  a  great  number  of  houfes  built.  In  the  month  of  June 
kft,  eleven  thoufand  artificers,  befides  labourers,  were  era- 
ployed  in  the  different  works," 

amount 
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amount  of  our  profeflion  in  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land, as  the  people  have  no  tafte  for  ftone  work, 
it  being  fo  very  expeniive. 

The  mafons  are  nearly  all  Scotch^  however  they 
appear  to  be  civil   fociable  men.     I  have  feen 

our  friend  R — ,  he  is  lituated  at  iiity  miles 

diftance  from  this  place  und  is ingood  health,  but 
is  on  the  point  of  leaving  his  prefent  employment, 
which  is  fuperintending  the  w^orking  of  a  ftone 
quarry.  Mr.  Bogue's  iamily,  and  the  grcateft 
part  of  my  fellow  adventurers,  are  fo  much  out 
of  love  with  this  place,  that  they  have  fettled  at 
Alexandria,  and  fome  are  fo  much  difappointed 
and  chagrined,  that  they  are  going  to  return  by 
the  veflel  which  brings  this  letter. 

At  prefent,  this  is  all  the  intelligence  I  am  in 
polTefFion  of,  and  make  little  doubt  you  will 
form  your  judgment  refpedling  America  there- 
on. It  is  with  peculiar  fatisfadlion  i  am  ena- 
bled to  return  my  thanks  to  the  all  gracious  diL 
pofer  of  his  creatures,  for  the  very  providential 
efcape  we  experienced  on  our  palTagc  hither ; 
but  of  this  in  my  next  I  iliall  be  more  particular. 
For  Heaven's  fake  1  advife  all  perfons  to  be  care- 
ful how  they  quit  their  friends  and  connedions 
to  come  to  America ;  I  have  now  gained  a  little 
knowledge  in  the  matter  ;  to  a  iingle  man  like 
myfelf  the  difiappointment  is  only  trifling,  and, 
an  incident  that  I  probably  may  look  upon  as 
the  whim  of  unguarded    inexperience  at  fome 

future 
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future  period  ot  my  lifej  but  to  a  married  man 

with  a  family  0/ chUdren,  fuch  an  undertaking  is 

at  once  both  aJliEling  and  awful.     For  the  pre- 

fent  I  am  obliged  to  conclude  for  want  of  paper, 

and  cannot  fay  any  thing  farther  than  fubfcrib- 

ing  myfelf 

your  dutiful  fon, 

J.  D. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     V. 

(   FROM     THE    SAME   ) 

Wqfhinpon,  Augufl  31,  1795, 
My  Dear  Sister, 

ACCORDING  to  promife,  I  now  fet  down 
10  give  you  fome  little  account  of  myfelf 
lince  we  parted.  It  is  with  concern,  1  am  not 
enabled  to  correfpond  with  my  dear  lifter  in 
that  regular  manner  1  could  have  wifhed,  upon  . 
account  of  the  great  inconvenience  there  is  of 
fending  from,  or  receiving  letters  at  this  CITY. 
I  hope,  dear  fifter,  this  will  not  in  the  leaft  dif- 
courage  you  from  writing,  bnt  on  the  contrary, 
you  will  write  every  opportunity  that  may  ofFefj^ 
either  by  the  mails  or  merchantmen.  It  is  not 
very  material  whether  they  are  bound  immedi- 
ately for  Alexandria,  for  if  they  come  to  any 
other  port,  and  are  direfted  to  me  at  the  capitol 
at  Washingto.^j,  I  fliall  get  them  from  the 
poft-ofike  at  Alexandria,  which  is  eleven  miles 
dijlant  from  this  place. 

Through  divine  favour  I  am  in  good  health,^ 
which  I  have  enjoyed  without  intermiffion  ever 
fince  my  landing.  It  is  with  pleafure  I  am  ena- 
bled to  inform  you,  I  am  in  a  much  more  com- 
fortable iituation  than  when  I  firft  arrived;  for 

at 
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at  the  time  I  wrote  to  your  father,  I  was  very 
indifferently  accommodated:  Since  then  I  have 
changed  my  lodgings,  after  having  lived,  or 
rather  ftarved  in  them  five  weeks,  and  now  re- 
fide  in  a  creditable  family  of  Americans(the  firfl 
were  Irifli)  who  appear  very  civil,  obliging  peo- 
ple, which  makes  me  much  more  eafy  in  my 
mind.  The  encouragement  which  induced  me 
to  venture  in  this  country,  has  anfwered  in  one 
refpe^,  my  expeftations,  as  I  obtain  nearly  dou- 
ble the  pecuniary  recompcncejor  my  labour,  which 
I  received  in  England:  But  under  greater  dif^ 
advantages,  for  my  expenditure  is  nearly  double 
what  it  ufed  to  be  in  my  native  country,  and  the 
accommodations  nothing  near  fo  good.  We 
labour  at  this  feafon  one  hour  per  day  lefs  than 
in  London,  which  is  neceffary  on  account  of 
the  exceffive  heat  of  the  climate. 

Having  thus  far  premifed,  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  afford  you  fome  few  particulars  of  my 
voyage  and  travels.  I  need  not  call  to  your 
recolledion  that  we  failed  from  Wapping  Old- 
ft airs  to  Gravefend  on  the  igth  of  March,  at 
which  place  wc  were  detained  three  days;  after 
which  we  failed  for  Falmouth,  where  we  arrived 
on  the  30th.  It  is  impoffible  for  me  to  attempt 
a  defcription  of  the  continued  and  beautiful 
profpeQ:  of  [hipping,  we  enjoyed  in  this  plea- 
fant  trip,  it  furpalled  any  thing  I  could  have 
conceived.  After  a  delay  of  fix  days  at  Fal- 
mouth 
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mouth  we  weighed   anchor,   on  Eafter  Sunday 
morning,  being  the  5th  of  April,  and  with  a  fine 
breeze  got  under  fail,  and  by  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  loft  fight   of  old  England,  which  is  a 
garden  in  comparaf on  to  all  the  land  Ihaveyetfeeuy 
— for  comelinefs,  fertility,  hofpitality  and  induf- 
try.   From  the  5th  to  13th  we  experienced  calms 
and  contrary  winds,  which  obliged  us  to  lay  to 
with  all  our  fails  handed^     On  the   20th  we 
ihipped  a  heavy  fea,  which  did  us  confiderable 
damage,  by  wafliing   feveral  things  overboard; 
the  water  poured  in  torrents  down  the  hatch- 
Way,  and  fet  the  bottom  beds  afloat,  when  fuch 
a  fcene  ofconfufionenfaedas  I  never  witnefTed 
before  in  my    life;  our  appearance  refembled 
that  of  drowned   rats,  until   we  could  procure 
dry  cloaths  to  put  on.     After  this  incident,  we 
experienced  very   pleafant   weather  with  brifli 
and  favourable  breezes.     On  the  21ft  of  May, 
we  defcried   the  Azores  or  Weftern   Iflands> 
which  frightened  us  all  very  much,   as  this  is 
the  ufual  trad  in  which  the  Algerines  cruize  for 
the  Americans,  but  fortunately  we  efcaped  thofe 
marauders.   After  this,  nothing  material  occur- 
red, except  fpeaking   with  fome   Britifh  mer- 
chantmen, who  informed  us  the   French  con- 
vention had  iffued  orders  to   their  cruizers  to 
fearch  all  American  veflels  for  Britifh  fubjefts 
and  property,  which   put  us    all  in  a  dreadful 
eonfternauon.     The  remainder  of  the  voyage 

our 
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our  harmony  was  greatly  difturbed  by  the  dif^ 

fentions  prevailing  amongfl:  our  company,  re- 

fpeaing  the  provifions;  which   was  terminated 

by  dividing  the  fmall  ftores,  fuch  as  coffee,  tea, 

fugar,  flour,   ciieefe,    &c.  &c.    the  fingle   men 

accufing  the  married  of  being  too  extravagant. 

May  31,  an  American  pilot  came  on  board,  and 

at  three  o'clock  the  fame  day  Cape  Henry  was 

vifible;  at  twelve  at  night  we  entered  the  Bay, 

and  early  next  morning  the  Potomack  River 

which  appeared  very  pleafant,  and  about  a  mile 

in  width.     This  river  direct  its  courfe  through 

a  vaft  number  of  windings,  each  of  which  forms 

a  bay.     Its  banks  on  both  fides  feem  in  exter^ 

nal  appearance  to  be  adorned  with  moft  beautiful 

woods.     On  the  5th  of  June,  to  our  great  joy 

we  arrived  at  Alexandria,  when,   in  an  inflant 

the  decks  were  crowded  with  vifitors,  who  were 

very  importunate  in  their  enquiries  for  the  news 

we  had  brought  from  their  native  land.     This 

is  a  plealure  I  cannot  experience  where  I  am 

lituated. 

After  minutely  furveying  Alexandria,  and 
enquiring  for  employment,  but  finding  nothing 
fuitaule,  1  and  my  lellow  tradelmen  proceeded 
with  anxious  expectation  to  the  famous  Federal 
Ci^i  Y,  and  I  do  aflure  you  it  would  have  been 
an  excellent  fubjed  lor  a  painter  who  takes  his 
copies  from  nature,  to  have  iketched  our  features 

upoii 
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ui3on  viewing  this exten five  metropolis  oihe- 
tween  thirty  and  forty  houfes: 

You  may  conceive  what  kind  of  panegyric  wc 
beftowed  upon  thofe  who  had  been  the  oceafien  of 
our  peregrination  to  this  ^mart  of  happincfs. 
On  making  application  for  employ,  we  found 
but  two  places  where  ftonemafons  were  wanted^ 
the  Capitol  and  preiident's  houfe.  Theje  places 
— or  cAw/i— being  the  only  alternative,  we  were 
Jbrced  to  engage  with  our  employers  vpon  their  own 

terms. 

At  Washington    I   heard  fomc  tidings   of 

our  friend  R ,  who  I  learned  was  iituated 

at  a  itone  quarry,  fifty  miles  diftant  in  Vifginia. 
On.  my   return   to   Alexandria,  I  propofed  to 

B n  an  excurfion  to  vilit  R n,  which 

being  agreed  between  iis,  we  fet  out  upon  our  in- 
tended journey.  About  four  in  the  afternoon 
we  left  Alexandria,  and  walked  through  a  bar- 
ren, rugged,  fwampy  country,  until  the  ap- 
proach of  darknefs,  when  we  flopped  at  the  houfe 
of  a  planter,  arid  were  regaled  with  India-hoe- 
bread,  and  four  milk  for  fupper,  and  a  miferable 
hard  lodging;  for  which  in  the  morning  he  very 
hofpitably  charged  us  eighteen  pence  fterling 
each*.  On  paying  our  kind  hoft,  we  again  fet 
off,  and  after  experiencing  a  toilfome  walk,  we 
arrived  at  the  place  of  our  deftination,  where 

we  found  R  — ,   who  was  aftonifhcd  to  fee 

perfons  he  fo  little  expedled*     On  enquiry  he 

*  Nearly  half  a  crown  currency. 

informed: 
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informed  us  was  employed  in  fuperintending  the 
quirry,  but  was  on  the  point  of  giving  up  his 
fitu-ition,  and  proceeding  to  *  harleftown  South 
Carolina,  to  his  uncle  who  had  promifed  to  ena- 
ble hvv  to  open  a  quarry  upon  his  own  account. 
Wc  lodged  at  the  proprietor  of  the  quarry's 
hoi'fe  tiiat  night,  and  were  treated  with  Itinking 
bacon  and  hoe  bread  for  fupper,  vv  hich  we  break- 
failed  and  dined  on  next  day  ;  in  the  afternoon 
we  took  our  leave^  and  fet  out  on  our  return, 
and  at  dark  entered  a  grogjliop  kept  by  a  negro, 
where  we  again  fuppcd  on  bacon  and  hoe-bread, 
and  refted  our  wearied  limbs  on  the  floor  for  a 
bed  the  remainder  of  the  night.  Early  in  ihc 
morning  we  again  fet  off,  and  in  the  day  luckily 
reached  a  negro  hut.  I  fay  luckily,  for  it  iliel- 
tered  us  from  one  of  the  moft  awful  and  tremen- 
dous florms  of  thunder  and  light'  ning  1  ever 
witnefTed  in  my  life,  and  which  intermitted  the 
remainder  of  our  journey  through  the  wild  un- 
cultivated woods  to   Alexandria.     You  would 

have  ;miled  at,  and  alio  pitied  poor  B n  and 

myfelt,  to  have  iccn  us  without  Jhoes  andjlockings, 
fording  the  fvvamps,  and  Ifarnng  at  the  large 
black  toads  and  croaking  frogi>,  feveral  times  in 
the  courfe  of  this  excurhon;  and  likewife  when 
the  fun  fliined,  to  fee  how  we  v.  er  harraffcd  by 
the  mujquiios.  and  other  venemous  infers. 

Nothing  particular  has  occurred  fince  I  have 
been  engaged  at  work,  excepting  tha.  both  the 
mafons  who  were  my  fellow  paiTcngers,  have  de- 

ferted  me.     R d  is  gone  to  the  quarry  to 

E  take 
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take  R — -'s  place,  and  poor  B~n  is  quite 

difgufled,  and  gone  to  try  his  fortune  at  New  York. 
I  muft  conclude  for  the  prefent,  and  fubfcribe 
myielf 

your  afFedionate  brother. 


J.ETTFR 
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LETTER     VI. 

Trom  the  Chieftain  of  the  Company  which 
failed  in  the  Two  Sifters, 

Mr.  JOHN  BOGUE  A   CARPENTER. 
Alexandridy    Sept.  15,  1795. 
Dear  Sir, 

1  EMBRACE  the  prefent  opportunity  of  writ- 
ing to  you  by  the  Two  Sifters  now  upon  her 
return  for  England.  Since  our  arrival,  feveral 
of  us  have  beeii  very  poorly,  owing  to  the  change 
of  living  and  climate.  Mr.  S.  M.*  is  dead,  and 
was  decently  interred  on  the  8th  inft.  I  wrote 
to  his  friends  three  day  fince,f  to  let  them  know 
he  has  made  a  will,  and  left  mc  his  executor,  and 
a  troublefome  affair  I  ihall  have  of  it,  as  he  was 
employed  in  Maryland  and  died  in  Virginia. 
His  chefis,  &c,  &c.  remain  at  Wafhington  in 
Maryland,  fo  that  after  I  have  adminiitcred  in 
Virginia,  ^where  he  died;  1  muft  do  the  farn-  in 
Maryland,  which  will  be  both  troublefome  and 
cxpenftve :  however  I  will  do  the  bcft  in  my  pow- 
er. Aft.r  being  ill  fometime  at  Wafhin^tton 
he  came  to  a  houfe  or  tavern  at  Alexandria, 

*  The  young  man,  the  writer  of  the  fir  ft,  fecond,  and 
third  letters,  he  was  one  of  the  moft  athletic  and  rotDufl  of 
Ihe  whole  company,  as  already  mentioned, 

+  This  letter  never  came  to  hand, 

vhere 
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%vhere  he  did  not  long  remain  before  he  breathed 
his  laft.  The  do  dor  was  of  opinion,  that  by 
catching  a  violent  cold  it  occalioned  a  fever, 
which  proved  his  death.  Be  fo  kind  as  Ihew  his 
parents  this  letter,  and  inform  them  he  has  willed 
what  property  he  has  in  the  Englifh  funds  to 
them.  What  his  property  confifls  of  here,  I 
cannot  tell,  as  I  am  not  permitted  to  fee  it  be- 
fore I  have  duly  adminiftered.  Tell  them  I 
will  fend  a  probate  of  his  will,  with  any  fum 
that  remains,  after  paying  the  expences  inci- 
dent to  his  illnefs  and  funeral. 

The  reafon  of  my  fettling  here  is,  that  I  co.ulci 
not  find  any  thing   to  do  worth   the  while  at 
Wafhington,  for    it  has  more  the  appearance  of 
a  dejart  than  a  city  !    There  are  not  more  than 
forty  good  hoit/es  m  the  whole  place,  and  thofe 
not  finiilied.     1  hey  inform  me  the  reafon  why 
it  is  at  fuch  a  Hand,   is  on   account  of  fome  of 
the  managers  *  having  been  fo  roguiih  as  to  em- 
bezzle the  money  entrufted  by  the  ftates  to  their 
charge.     I  have    vifited   it  feveral  times,   and 
muft     confeft   if  the   capitol    and   prefident's 
houfe  are  ever  completed,  they  will  be  two  very 
fine  edifices.     The  capitol  will  Hand  upon  more 
ground  than  Somerfet  Houfe.     But  what  will 

*  Among  the  reft,  is  the  celebrated  projeftor  of  the  plan 
of  Washincton  Major  L.  Enfant,  who  has  deferted  his 
fofter  child,  convinced  it  w;ll  never  arrive  at  maturity,  and 
after  pocketing  what  cafh  he  could  ^et  from  his  employers 
took  I  rench  leave  of  them. 

' thefe 
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thefe  folitary  buildings  fignify,  if  the  others  do 
not  go  on  with  greater  Ipirit  ?  for  it  can  hardly 
be  conceived,  that  the  prefident  and  cbngrefs 
will  ever  cxercife  their  legiflative  funftioris  in 
an  unculavated  place  furrounded  by  an  unclear- 
ed wildcrnefs. 

At  '\Iexandria  a  good  carpenter  can  get  nine 
j  fhiliings  per  day  currency,   which  is  about  fix 
I  and  fixpence   fterling.     £vcry  article   of  life  is 
I  much  dearer  than  in  London,  fo  that  upon  the 
whole,  there  is  not  much  difference  here,  in  re- 
fpecT:  to  the  overplus  favings  (at  the  week's  end) 
of  a  journeyman  mechanic  th^nm  England.  Meat 
(but  not  fuch  meat  as  yours)  is  fixpence  fterlinS 
per  pound;  fowls,    two  fhiliings  per  couple  •  a 
goofe   or  turkey,  three  and   fixpence;  butter 
very  dear,  and  not  fit  for  ufe,  being  like  oil  •  no 
cheefe  to  be  had  that's  eatable,  except  Engliflj 
which  IS  at  a  moft  exorbitant  price.  Bread  h  very 
dear,  upon  account  of  the  vaft  quantity  of  grain 
exported,  which  is  fo  much,  that  I  cannot  give 
you  any  adequate  idea  to  judge  from.     Every 
warehoufe  being  ready  to  break  down  withgrain 
and  numerous  waggons  arrive  daily  with  the 
fame    which  is  confiantly  loading  on  board  the 
veflels  in  the  Potomack  river. 

Three  fourths  of  Alexandria  are  Scotch,  and 
they  are  unanimous  in  affifiing  each  other  from 
the  St.  Andrew  Society,  which  has  an  able  fund. 

Th.f 
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The  prevalent  religion  is  the  Prefby  •  erian^there 
are  alfo  Anabaptifts,  Methodifts  and  Epifcopa- 
lians  J  but  all  their  meetings  are  forrily  attend- 
ed. The  Prefbyterians  are  the  moft  orderly  and 
refpeclable,  and  they  are  dignified  with  the  bell^ 
which  ferves  for  all  the  reft  of  the  places  of 
worlliip.  Our  minifter's  name  is  Dr.  Muir, 
.he  is  a  near  relation  to  Dr.  Hunter  of  London 
Wall;  he  came  here  fome  years  fmce from  Ber- 
muda, and  is  a  man  both  able  and  willing  in  his 
office:  he  bears  great  refped  for  the  mother 
country-people,  hut  particularly  the  Scots,  as  he 
is  one  of  our  country  himfelf. 

The  conftitution  of  Virginia  approximates 
nearer  the  Rnglijh  than  any  of  the  other  dates, 
and  its  lav/s  are  well  adapted.*  However  there 
is  one  bad  regulation,  which  is,  freehold  pro- 
perty is  not  liable  to  be  fold  to  defray  fuch  law* 
ful  debts  as  its  owner  contradls  in  trade,-  but 
this  is  on  the  point  of  being  abolifhed.  /I-  have 
tolerable  fuccefs  in  my  profeiTion,  andatprcfent 
employ  fix  men,  I  could  employ  more,  but  they 
are  nbt  to  be  had  for  money.  Your  nephew  be- 


This  is  a  moft  ftriking  inftance  of  th6  fuperiority  and 
excellence  of  the  Englifh  laws  over  any  other  extant.  And 
however  badly  they  may  be  adminifteted,  this  circumftancc 
pioves,  that  noiwithftanding  the  writer  of  the  above  letter 
was  out  of  love  with  the  fame  when  in  his  own  country^ 
he  cannot  help  mentioning  them  with  veneration,  when 
compared  with  the  laws  of  an  other  country, 

havcff 
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haves  like  a  man  and  a  chriftian,  and  is  very 

v^ell. 

Excufe  hafte,  and  permit  me  to  remain 
your  faithful  friend, 

J.B.t 


f  It  is  faid  this  man  took  upwards  of  three  thoufand 
pounds  with  him» 


Letter 
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LETTER     VII. 

Proh  a  well  known  Charadler,  who  has  fuf^ 
ferei  much  in  this  Country  for  his  attach'- 
ment  to  the  principles  of  the 

LONDON  CORRESPONDING  SOCIETY. 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  OB.  16,  1795* 
Dear  Wife, 

1  WROTE  to  you  9th  inft.  by  the  Commerce 
for  Liverpool,*  fince  which  every  thing  con- 
tinuese  qually  dear;  every  article  twice  the  price 
as  at  London,  and  no  accommodations  to  be 
had.  The  meat  is  only  ft  for  dogs ;  poultry  is 
middling  both  in  price  and  quality.  Oyfters 
are  one  (hilling  fterling  perbufhel,  or  the  fame 
price  when  opened  per  quart,  but  they  are  not 
to  be  compared  in  flavour  to  our  Billinfgatc 
oyfters,  having  no  fait  in  them. 

I  have  never  undergone  fuch  great  hardfhips 
in  my  life — I  have  been  three  days  vi^ithout 
tafting  a  morfel  of  meat  or  butter,  except  I  paid 
a  moft  exorbitant  price  for  the  fame.  My 
finances  will  not  admit  to  pay  twenty  fiillings 
per  week  for  very  indifferent  board  and  lodging, 
which  muft   be   at  a  boarding-houfe,   where  a 

*  This  letter  has  never  come  to  hand. 

man 
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ttian  muft  drink  like  a  Jijh,  and  alfo  pay  well  for 
it.  I  have  not  had  the  refrefhment  of  a  kdfome 
P    timey  as  I  am  cautious   of  fleeping  in  one  I  do 
not  know,  for  within  thefe  fix  weeks  nearly ^Ar^c 
hundred  per fons  have  died  upon  the  average,  and 
the  mortality    is   not  yet  fubfided.     I  am  forry 
to  mention  that  my  friend  Winter  is  dead  and 
buried,  he  only  lay  ill  three  days,  he  was  taken 
with  a  putrid  fever  and  vomiting,  and  the  fluff 
that  he  difcharged  in  the  utenfil   I    held  to  his 
mouth  *  appeared  like  jet  black  dye.     Tell  his 
wife  he  was  taken  ill  upon  the  8th  infl.  and  in- 
terred on  the  12th. — Inform  Mr.  Weatherhead 
at  the  Bell    in  Montague-ftreet,  that  his  lifler 
fell  a  viQ;im  to  the   fame  diforder  the  day  on 
which  poor  Winter  died.     One  of  the  footmen 
fo  called  is  very  ill,  and   Dando  has  been  the 
fame,   but  is  now  recovered. 
'  There  is  no  good  water  in  all  this  place,  and 
for  fuch  as  it  is,  we  are  obliged  to  pay  threepence 
a  pailful,  which  is  fetched  by  negro  flaves  hired 
for  that  purpofe.     I  hope    to   get  a  paffage  for 
Alexandria  to-morrow,  of  which  I  fhall  be  hear- 
tily thankful,  but  it  is  too  late   to  proceed  to 
Kentucky   this  winter,  fo  muft    endeavour  to 
get  fomething  to  do  at  Alexandria  until  fpring* 

*  A  rare  and  unufual  piece  of  friendfhip,  for  a  perfon 
at  the  hazard  of  his  own  life,  to  perform  fo  kind  an  office 
to  the  companion  of  his  adventures ;  and  how  deferving 
to  be  recorded  t^  the  writer  of  the  above  letters  honour. 

Here 
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^ere  1  have  ereEled  my  Ebenezer,  for  hitherto 
hath  the  Lord  helped  me.  for  it  is  by  his  provi- 
dential mercy  1  am  alive. 
,  Pray  tell  every  body  not  to  think  of  coming  to 
Norfolk,  as  they  muft  pay  extravagantly  dear  for 
every  neceflary  of  life,  and  be  otherways  wretch- 
ly  accommodated.  Two  ftiillings  per  pound  for 
good  for  nothing  butter ;  lixteen  pence  for  in- 
different cheefe;  fourteen  pence  for  candles  and 
Joapy  which  they  boaft  is  free  from  either  cujloms 
or  excife*  three  ftiillings  and  fixpence  per  dozen 
for  waftiing,  every  wafliing  article  of  drefs  being 
reckoned  for  one,  fo  that  a  dozen  foon  amounts 
up.  Write  to  me  to  be  left  at  the  poft-office 
Alexandria.  I  am  anxious  of  hearing  of  your 
and  child's  welfare. 

Adieu  dear  girl. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     VIIL 

(    FROM     THE    SAME    ) 

Alexandriay  Nov.  16,  1795. 
Dear  Wife, 

1  WROTE  to  you  laft  from  Norfolk,  wherein 
I  mentioned  the  death    of  poor  Winter.     I 
intended  to  have   made  the  heft  of  his  effe6ls, 
and  direded  his  wife  where    to  have  received 
the  money.     The  English  Consul,  however 
was  kind  enough  to  fave   me   that  trouble,   in 
claiming  as  he  faid  by  virtue  of  the  treaty^   the 
adminiftration  to  the  effeds  of  all  dcceafed  En- 
gliftimen;  fo  that  the  widow  Winter  will  judge 
what  chance  (he  ftands   of  ever  receiving  one 
farthing  of  her  hufband's   property.     I  made 
fome    hefitatien   in  complying  with  this  great 
man's  orders,  but  he  procured  a  warrant  againft 
me,  and  by  the  treachery   of  an  informer  (for 
there  are  plenty  of  thefe  wretches  in  this  coun- 
try as  well  as  in  England)  juft  as  the  fchooner 
was  going  to  fail,  I  was  apprehended  and  car- 
ried before  the  Mayor;    Captain  Butts  upon 
hearing  of  this,  was  fo  kind  as  .to  leave  the  bil 
Hard  table,  and  pafs  his  word   for  my   appear- 
ance next  morning,   which  was  accepted,  or  I 
muft  have  gone  to  prifon.    When  I  again  went 

before 


76  LOOK  BEFORE  YOU  LEAP; 

before  the  mayor,  I  delivered  up  an  inventory 
of  the  deceafed's  property,  and  after  deducting 
the  expences  attending  his  illnefs  and  funeraU 
dcpofited  the  overplus  in  the  conful's  hands, 
for  the  benefit  (aSthegentleman  told  me)  of  the 
poor  mans  friends.  I  left  that  vile  place  on 
Sunday  the  i8th  of  061.  and  arrived  here  on 
the  23d  following;  but  like  Norfolk,  it  afforded 
no  accommodations  in  lodging.  The  town  is 
much  more  clean  and  healthy,  and  the  ftreets 
are  very  well  paved.  I  have  never  been  fo  un- 
comfortable in  my  life,  and  have  fully  expe- 
rienced what  it  is  to  be  a  wandering  ftranger,  I 
have  no  chair  to  fit  on,  nor    even  the  ufe  of  a 

table. 

The  price   for  board  at   a  private  houfe,   i^ 

equally  dear  with  Norfolk;  twenty  Ihillings  jS^^r 
"week,  a  breakfaft  the  fame  as  with  you,  dinner 
the  famejbut  only  water  allowed  to  drink;  for 
fupper    I    generally  have   tea.     In  regard    to*. 
climate  and  fertility,  this  place  is  much  prefer- 
able to  Norfolk,  and    the  people  look  much 
healthien     The  common  fort,    both  men  and 
"women,  go  harefootedt  and  without  a  covering  ori. 
the  head  ;  their  hair  is  plaited  behind,  andcomb^ 
ed  over  their  ears,  on  the  forehead  it  is  after  the 
fafhion  of  what  is  vulgarly    called  a  Tyburn-top 
in  our  country.     In  fummer  moil  of  the  women: 
go  without  flays,  and  are  half  naked. 

the 
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The  accounts  from  Kentucky  are  favourable, 
but  I  have  been  informed,  that  1  lliall  find  the 
land  I  have  furchafcd  occupied  when  I  arrive 
there,  and  be  obliged  to  enter  into  a  lawfuit, 
which  will  laft  many  years  before  1  can  getpof- 
feffion.  However  this  may  prove  the  cafe,  I 
cannot  proceed  to  make  the  trials  until  the  fpring 
commences. 

The  MAYOR  and  CORPORATION  of  this  epf^en- 
Jive  city,  have  defircd  me  to  ftay  and  look  after 
the  town  pumps,  and  have  given  orders  for  feve- 
ral  new  ones,  but  the  difficulty  is  to  get  people 
to  affift  me.  At  all  hazards  I  have  engaged  a 
houfe,  and  mean  to  try  what  can  be  done,  though 
in  fome  things  they  work  cheaper  here  than  in 
Londouyhnt  where  labour  is  required,  the  work  is 
expenfive,  as  no  man  receives  lels  than  a  dollar 
per  day.  I  have  like  wife  orders  for  pumps  at 
the  city  of  Washington  fo  called;  I  have  been 
there,  but  was  never  lo  furprifed  in  my  life,  for 
there  is  not  twenty  jiniJJied  houjes  in  the  whole 
place.  The  reft  are  miferable  hovels,  fimilar  to 
hrickmakers  huts  in  England.  This  place  is  not 
in  the  ftate  of  forwardnefs  reprefented,  neither 
will  it  be  this  age,  at  the  rate  it  goes  on,  for 
there  is  not  above  a  hundred  jnen  employed  in  the 
different  works.*  The  rafcally  hiftorians  of  this 
country  by  their  ignorant  or  wilful  mifreprefen- 
tations,  are  in  a  great  meafure  guilty  of  murder, 

*  Vide  Winterbotham*s  account,  as  already  quoted. 

as 
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^s  by  their  means,  it  is  the  grave  of  thoufands  of' 
Europeans.     I  am  convinced  from  what  I  have 
feen,  that  mod  perfons  who  have  emigrated  from 
Britain,  would  gladly  return^  if  any  reformation 
was  to  take  place. 

The  firfl  time  I  vifited  the  City  of  Wafhing- 
ton,  I  met  wdth  a  terrible  difafter,  for  Mr. 
Baker,  the  gentleman  who  favoured  me  with  a 
carriage  over  the  Potomack,  gave  fuch  inexpli- 
cable diredtions  when  he  put  me  afliore  upon  the 
Maryland  fide,  that  I  miffed  my  way  for  this 
METROPOLIS,  and  got  upon  an  illand,  where  I 
was  furroundedby  the  tide-y  here  I  was  forced  to 
flay  for  the  fpace  of  nineteen  hours,  without 
visuals  or  drink,  and  likewife  had  tailed  none 
for  five  hours  preceding  my  getting  upon  this 
place.  Providentially  there  was  a  fodder-houfe 
with  fome  Indian  corn  in  it,  and  there  I  made 
my  bed,  which  I  found  extremely  cold  from  the 
night  air,  and  alfo  the  rain  which  fell  in  torrents. 
I  muft  have  flopped  three  hours  longer,  had  not 
a  negro  fortunately  efpied  me,  and  brought  ^ 
horfe,  by  which  means  I  forded  the  water,  and 
^he  poor  fellow  placing  me  in  the  right  road,  I 
gained  Vv'alhington  in  the  plight  of  a  poor  fa- 
mifned  traveller  indeed  ! 

In  Virginia,  the  generality  of  people  arc 
Atheifts,  Deifts,  &c.  &c.  and  I  have  met  with 
fome  abfurd  enough,  to  countenance  the  doc- 
trine of  tranjmigrationi    their  moral  condudt 

ftridly 
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flridlly  accords  with  their  licentious  principles 
for  they  are  the  greateft  iliarpers  I  ever  met  with 
in  my  life^  and  are  always  on  the  look  out,  to 
Jleece  new  comer i.  The  majority  of  thofc  who 
profefs  any  religion,  arc  Prefbyterians,  there  are 
alfo  Anabaptifts,  and  fome  few  in  Wefley's  con- 
nexion, but  mod  of  them  are  luke-warm  pro- 
felTors. 

Here,  there  is  one  very  great  advantage  over 
Norfolk,  which  is,  we  can  purchafe  ^JJiarpJJiin^s 
wor^A  *  of  almoft  any^thing,  which  cannot  be 
done  there,  or  at  any  other  place  I  have  yet  {qqtx 
upon  this:  continent. 

After  my  porter  is  gone  (for  I  ftill  have  fome) 
I  Ihall  feel  myfelf  very  uncomfortable,  as  I  can  J 
not  drink  the  rum.  I  would  brew,  but  I  have 
no  copper,  and  if  I  was  even  in  polTeflion  of 
one,  there  is  neither  malt  nor  hops  to  be  pro- 
cured. 

The  following  prices  are  the  regular  charge  at 
public  houfes  or  taverns;  for  breakfafl,  half  a 
dollar,  dinner  a  dollar,  and  for  a  bed  a  quarter 
of  a  dollar;  you  will  fee  by  this,  travellers  and 
thofe  who  frequent  fuch  places,  have  need  to 
take  care  their  pockets  are  well  lined. 

At  prefent  the  weather  is  clear,  in  the  middle 
of  the  day  it  is  as  warm  as  the  fummcr  in  En- 
gland, violent  winds  and  rains,  with  terrible 
claps   of  thunder,  and  blazing  lightening,  are 

*  A  fmaU  piece  of  filver  which  has  been  clipped  out  of 
a  larger  coin,  value  three  halfpence  currency, 

vcrv 
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very  frequent,  and  come  on  in  a  fudden  manner. 
The  people  are  very  fubjedl  to  agues,  malignant 
fevers,  and  efpecialiy  the  lax,  which  carries  off- 
great  numbers.  The  laft  complaint  is  attributed 
to  the  conftant  ufe  of  Ipirits  and  water. 

My  fainthearted  nephew  returns  by  the  firft 
Ihip,  he  has  had  fuch  a  iickening,  that  he  con- 
ceits he  never  will  be  well  again,  until  he  fets 
his  foot  in  England.  I  am  not  forry  at  his  de- 
parture, for  his  lamentation  has  been  fo  pitiable^, 
that  he  made  me  quite  miferable. 

I  lately  fell  inco'^ 'pany  with  a  merchant  who 
trades  to  Kentucky,  he  reprefents  it  as  a  very 
flouriihing  colony,  and  a  place  to  which  vail 
quantities  of  goods  were  fent  with  great  profits 
to  the  owners,  as  every  article  fetched  whatever 
price  was  put  upon  the  lame.  He  further  in-, 
formed  me,  that  owing  to  the  late  dry  feafon, 
the  waters  are  fo  low,  that  upwards  of  two  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  perfons  were  gatheredjat  Pittf-. 
burgh,  obliged  to  wait  until  the  paflage  became 
niore  favourable.  The  accounts  of  the  rava- 
ges made  by  the  yellow  fever  in  different  parts 
of  this  continent,  are  truly  affecting ;  in  my  opi- 
nion, this  (hocking  diforder  is  tanatmount  to  the 
plague,  if  it  is  not  a  fpecies  of  it.  It  was  a  very 
great  chance  I  did  not  catch  that  infeftion,  as  I 
attended  very  clofely  in  a  fmall  room  upon  poor 
Winter,  from   the  time  he  was  taken  until  he 

expired. 

I  ftand 
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I  ftand  to  write  this  letter,  having  no  home 
as  yet,  for  if  I  had  engaged  at  aboarding-houfe, 
my  pocket  would  have  been  at  a  very  low  ebb. 
Since  I  have  been  here,  I  have  much  trou- 
bled fuch  perfons  ai  know  me,  fo  that  I  have 
not  been  put  to  great  expence ;  I  fear  it  will 
never  be  in  my  power  to  repay  them. 

If  you  can  make  up  your  mind  to  come  over, 
be  fure  to  order  it  fo  as  not  to  arrive  here  in  the 
heighth  of  the  hot  feafon.  Bring  all  your  houfe- 
hold  goods,  but  have  them  repaired,  they  will  pay 
for  freightage,  and  in  the  drawers  you  may  conve- 
niently ftow  many  things :  pins,  needles,  women's 
fhoes,  men*s  ftrong  ditto  fhort  quartered,  coarfe 
cotton  handkerchiefs  of  different  colours,  flrong 
coarfe  linnens,  all  kinds  of  baize  and  flannels, 
fell  at  great  profit  here;  my  advice  is  to  bring 
as  many  of  thefe  goods  as  you  conveniently  can. 
In  a  month's   time,  a  fine  vciTel  called    the 
Mount  Vernon,*  will  fail   from  this  place,  I 
Ihall  then  write  further  particulars  ;  the  Captain 
is  a  very  civil  man,  and  I  mean  to  fpeak  to  him 
concerning  you  ;  if  you  think  it  advifeable,  it 
will  be  a  very  good  opportunity  to  come  when 
fhe  returns.     My  paper   runs  Ihort,  and  I  am 

*  This  fhip  hasfince  arrived,  and  letters  brought  by  her, 
as  well  as  the  repoits  ot  her  pallengers,  confirm  the  forego- 
iug  intelligence  ;  but  contain  nothing  fufficienily  novel  or 
interefting  to  be  given  to  the  public,  except  one  letter, 
which  the  reader  will  foon  fee. 

F  almo  ft 
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^Imoft  tired,  therefore  muft  beg  you  will  ex- 
(lufe  any  further  inform atioa>  and  believe  me  to 
be^  my  dear  girl, 

your  affedionate  hufband, 

T.  B. 

P.  S.  I  have  not  forgot  my  littl^  darlihg,  afd 
hope  it  is  well,  adieu. 


LETTER 
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LETTER     IX. 

{^he  following  letters  were  written  T?y  a  Majler 
Carpenter,  who  was  -  fo  far\dijiemperei  - 
with  the  American  Mania, ^j-  to  quit' 
a  very  genteel Jituation  and  refpe5lable  con-* 
nedlion  in  order  to  accumulate  a  rapid  for- 
tune, at  the  Federal  City  of  JVuJhington,) 

Norfolk y  Auptfi  i6,  1794. 
Dear  Friend, 

A  FTER  a  palTage  o^Un  weeks,  I  have  arrived 
-^^  at  the  promifed  Ihore.  We  landed  at  this 
place  at  nine  in  the  evening,  it  being  quite  dark, 
and  upon  our  Captain's  recommendation,  put 
up  a  houfe  ufually  reforted  to  by  our  country- 
men. At  this  place,  we  could  obtain  nothing 
for  our  refrelhment,  except  {linking  bacon  and 
four  bread*  wi^h  fome  coM  fweet  potatoes,  which 
were  very  naufeous  to  the  tafte.  We  enquired  for 
malt  liquor,  but  were  informed  in  a  very  abrupt 

*  The  beft  of  American  Bread  has  a  four  taflc,  as  they 
^rc  obliged  to  irfe  leaven,  which  is  not  fo  agreeable  to  the 
palate  of  a  perfon  who  has  been  ufed  to  bread  made  with 
YeaEt,  though  the  bread  is  nothing  the  vrorfe  in  rcfpe^t 
to  its  nutritive  qualities, 

manner 
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manner,  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  to  be  had, 
but  we  might  have  plenty  of  rum  and  water. — 
We  flept,  or  rather  wa,ked,  (for  our  anxiety  was 
fuch,  we  had  but  little  fleepj  at  this  houfe  that 
night.     Next  morning  before  light,  myfelf  and 
fpoufe,  were  lo  impatient  to  view  the  country 
we  were  in  ;    that   we   waited  at  the  windows 
the  approach  of  day,  when  we  looked  out  in  the 
ftreet,  and  were  very  much  furprifed  to  behold 
fuch  miferable  low  wopden  houfes,  in  a  place  of 
which  Iv^e  had  heard  fuch  an  excellent  chara6ler. 
As  foon  as  the  people  arofe,  we  enquired  what 
was  to   pay  for  our  fcanty  fuppcr  and  miferable 
lodging  ;  when  to  our  great  aftonifhment,  we 
were  charged  twelve  Jhil lings  for  the  fame,  which 
I  immediately  paid  and  quitted  our  quarters.   I 
mention  this  juft  to  give  you  an  idea  of  our  firft 
reception  in  the  hofpitable  land  of  America,  but 
this  is  only  ''  tarts  and  cheefecakes/'   to  what  I 
have  fmce  experienced.  After  getting  my  goods 
from   the   velTel,    (for  /  lived  on  board  her  upon 
my  own/lores  until  that  time)  I  with  great  diffi- 
culty  got  a  iituarion  for  myfelf  and  wife  in  a 
boarding-houfe,    on    the'  moderate    terms    of 
nearly  two  pounds  fterling  per  week,  for  board 
and  lodging  ;   our  drink  we   pay  for  exclufive 
of  this  fum,  which  together  makes  our  expen- 
diture amount  to  upwards  of  two  pounds  live 

fhillings  {{trVmgfor  necejjaries;  befides  wafhing 
and  other  incidents :  You  muft  be  aware,  I  can- 
not aflbrd  fuch  charges  for  any  length  of  time 
confidering  my  circultances,  and  for  this  reafon 

I  mean 
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I  mean  to  get  to  Wafhington  as  fpeedy  as  polli- 
blc.     If  I   may   be    allowed    the  comparifon, 
Norfolk    is  not   fit  for  an  Engli/Ji  dog  to  live 
at:    The    provifions  are  mere    carrion  in  com- 
parifon  to  ours/  and  the  water  fo  unwholefome 
that  it  would  be  extremely   dangerous  to  drink 
it  without  a   plentiful  mixture  of  rum.     The 
Town  is  oneof  themeaneft  places  I  ever  beheld, 
molt  of  the  Houfes  being  of  wood,  and   very 
aukwardly  conftruCled.     Its  inhabitants  are  the 
moft  tricking  people  I  ever  met  with,  and  are 
mere  Jews  in   their  dealings.      They   entertain 
the  utmoft  inveteracy,  and  ufe  the  moll  bitter 
invedtive  again  ft  an  Englifhman.  Here  there  is 
none  of  that  humanity  to  be  feen  which  is  the 
peculiar  charade  re  flic  of  the  Englifh  ;  for  by  an 
habitual  brutality  exercifed  over  their  miferable 
Jlaves  whom  they  treat  like  bcafts  of  burden,   all  • 
the  tender  concern  ufually  manifested  at  a  fellow 
creatures  fufferings,  feems  to  be  totally  eradicat- 
ed. Vegetablesarefoexcefiivedearthatl  have  ^^tn 
ten-pence  fterling  given  for  a  cabbagejjwhich  af- 
ter  boiling  two  hours  was  not  eatable.      If  you 
come  to  Norfolk  for  that  boaflcd  encourage- 
ment our   countrymen  are  taught  to  expedl  in 
England,    you  will  be  moft  miferably  difaf points 
ed.  I  have  feen  upwards  of  three  hundred  poor 
perfons  chiefly  from  Ireland,   landed  from  one 
fhip  bemoaning  with  tears  their  o\Vn  credulity  ; 
and. lamenting,  moft  pathetically  their  departure 
from  their  native  homes.     Thefe  poor  creatures 

are 
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aic  marched  in  finall  bodies  by  pcrfons  employ- 
ed for  that  purpofcf  to  the  different  plantations  ^ 
where  they  are  forced  to  indent  themfelves  for 
fo  many  years  to  the  planters,  who  pay  the  cap- 
tains wi^i^t  is  called  the  redemptwn  money  for 
them.  You  will  perhaps  be  furprifcd  that  fuch 
tranfadrons  are  permitted  in  what  is  called  the 
land  of  liberty y  but  I  alTure  you  this  is  thought 
nothing  of  here,  and  is  acluaUy  the  cafe.  I 
have  heard  but  a  very  indifferent  account  of 
Washington,  which  I'  hope  ma}^  not  prove 
true  ;  the  people  laugh  at  me,  when  I  mention  it 
t0  them.  If  I  find  it  no  better  a  fituation  than 
they  rcprefent,  I  am  ©f  opinion  my  ftay  will  not 
be  long  there,  nor  even  in  America.  The  fooner 
I  quit  Norfolk  the  better,  as  1  really  imagine 
myfelf in  a  fecond  Sodom,  for  I  think  the  mea- 
ftire  of  their  iniquity  is  almofl;   full.     There  is 

^  A  laughable  circumftance  occurred  fome  time  fmce 
with  ixivrit  of  thefe  unfortunate  people,  for  they  took  tl»« 
n*en  who  were  condufling  them  to  the  Planters  forfalc, 
and  bound  them  faft  to  a  tree,  where  after  giving  them  9 
found  Jlogging,  they  difperfed,  and  fortunately  none  of  them 
were  taken  afterwards  ;  for  if  they  had,  the  confequences 
would  have  been  dreadful  to  moftof  them,  as  theTroprietors 
of  the  SLAVES,  cither  perpetual  or  indented,  know  no  bounds 
to  theif  refentment,  for  the  flighteft  manifeftation  of  dit 
obedience  to  their  imperious  commands.  Nothing  is  fo  fre- 
quent as  to  fee  the  unfortunate  creatures  who  have  indented 
themfelves,  advcrtifed  for  fale  in  the  American  papers, 
with  defcriptions  of  their  age,  ftature,  country,  profeflions, 
&c.  &c,  with  the  monies  which  will  be  neceffary  for  what 
is  termed  their  R£D£MPTi0N» 

one 
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6ne  very  unpleafant  circumftance  ^hich  at- 
tends us  Englifhmen  here,  which  is,  that  moft 
of  the  natives  entertain  the  idea,  wc  quit  our 
country  for  crimes,  and  dare  not  return.  I 
affure  you,  I  have  been  taunted  with  this  alrea- 
dy feveral  times.  My  poor  wife  cannot  helpi 
giving  way  to  the  frailty  of  her  fex,  and  very 
much  imbitters  my  comtort  with  her  upbraid- 
ings,  for  bringing  her  from  her  native  land;  I 
endeavour  all  in  my  power  to  pacify  her,  but 
with  little  efFeft. 

I  fliall  write  to  you  as  foon  as  I  reach  Wash"* 
^KGTON>  and  cpnclude,  your 

lincere  well-wiih^r* 


LETTER 
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LETTER     X. 

(    FROM     THE    SAME    ) 

George^Town  near  Wa/Iiingto7i,  Jan.  21,  1795. 
My  Dear  Friend, 

AN  opportunity  prefenting,  according  to  pro- 
mife,  a  lecond  time  I  communicate  my  ad- 
ventures to  you.  When  we  departed  from  that 
infernal  place  Norfolk,  it  was  under  the  im- 
preflion  of  bettering  our  iituation,  or  elfe  wc 
fhould  have  returned  back  to  Britain  immedi- 
ately. 

After  gliding  from  James  River  into  Chefa- 
peak  Bay,  and  up  the  Potomack  for  five  days, 
we  arrived  at  Alexandria.  At  the  fir fb,  we 
were  much  pleafed  with  the  external  appearance 
of  that  place,  the  flreets  of  which  are  tolerably 
built,  airy,  and  fmoothly  paved  \  indeed  upon 
the  whole,  it  is  a  pretty  little  town.  We  were 
recommended  to  the  j^^n  of  the  man  laden  with 
mijchiejy  in  the  market  fquare,  which  is  kept 
by  a  North  Briton,  whofe  name  is  John  DufY 
However  fatyrical  this  good  man's  lign,  I  could 
not  help  confidering  it  as  rather  ominous  with 
regard  to  myfelf,  when  I  received  his  bill  the  en- 
fuing  morning.  For  when  I  pronounced  the 
fum  total,  which  was   two  dollars  and  a  half 

(for 
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(for  much  fuch  a  lupper  as  we  had  at  Norfolk 
on  our  firft  landing,  with  lodging  and  breakfaft) 
my  Spoufe  gave  fuch  a  fignificant  look,  as 
fufficicntly  indicated  the  ftate  of  her  mind  on 
the  occafion.  After  paying  the  exorbitant 
demand,  we  left  this  cheap  hcufe,  left  a  man  la- 
den in  reality  with  a  much  more  ferious  load  of 
mifchief  *  than  the  poor  fellow  daubed  on  the 
iign  ftiould  have  been  exhibited  in  Alexandria ; 
which  would  have  quickly  proved  the  cafe,  had 
we  fojourned  much  longer  with  the  confcienti- 
ous  Mr.  John  Duff'. 

Being  poflefTed  of  a  pocket-book  full  of  re- 
commendatory letters  to  fubftantial  perfons  in 
-this  town,  I  refolved  upon  trying  their  effecfls, 
which  I  kindly  experienced,  with  a  furprifing 
degree  of  uniformity  from  every  individual,  to 
which  they  were  refpedively  prefented,  by  being 
fneeringly  difmifled  without  even  the  cold  com- 
plimentary invitation  of  *'  IJJiall  he  ex,trcmely 
glad  to  fee  you  when  you  call  again,''  After  having 
difpatched  this  bulmefs,  we  hired  a  guide  at 
the  expence  of  two  dollars,  to  conduct  us  to  the 
Cz/;;' of  Washington,  at  which  place  wear- 
rived  exceffively  fatigued,  by  four  in  the  after- 
noon. When  we  beheld  this  famous  city,  for 
the  fight  of  which  we  had  traverfed  the  wide 
Atlantic  ocean,  and  come  the  diftance  of  four 
thoufand  miles  from  the  place   of  our  nativity  ; 

*  A  fcolding  wife  and  an  empty  pocket. 

we 
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We  could  fcarcely  believe  the  objedts  were  real 
before  our  eyes ;  for  my  own  part,  I  could  not 
refrain  from  indulging  the  fenfations  naturally 
attendant  upon  difappointments  of  the  firft  im- 
portance :  Tears  ftolc  down  my  cheeks — you  mull 
paturally  conceive  they  were  not  tears  of  joy, 
but  tears  of  repentance  for  my  own  folly,  in  fuf- 
fcring  myfelf  to  be  fo  miferably  duped.  I  am 
convinced,  the  perlon  I  am  writing  to,  is  a  man 
of  too  much  humanity  to  ridicule  this  frailty^ 
and  that  he  will  make  proper  allowances  for  it^ 
when  he  confiders  the  exped:ations  which  had 
been  raifed  in  my  mind  of  this  place;  and  alfo 
when  I  inform  him,  that  the  accounts  J  heard 
df  it  at  Norfolk,  &c.  &c.  were  more  tiian  veri-^ 
^ed,  for  taking  in  the  grols  the  mod  deplorable 
places  I  ever  witnefTed  in  my  life ;  the  Fed  era  t 
City  injinitely  out  beggared  them  all.  If  ever  you 
havepafled  through  Dean's- yard,  Westmin*' 
STER,  or  by  the  Circus*  before  it  was  finifhed^ 
you  may  juftly  fay  you  have  ^ctn  the  counter^ 
parts  of  the  famous  City  of  Washington; 
There  is  not  io  many  as  iwe^ity  brick  houfes  in  this 
METROPOLIS,!  andthofeare  untenanted, all  the 
reft  are  only  parts  of  houfes  being  in  an  unfinifh, 
ed  ftate,  iome  only  proceeded  in  as  far  as  the 
foundations,  others  as  far  as  the  firft  and  fecond 
ilory,  and  are  left  remaining  in  this  conditioAy 


♦  In  Mary-le-boce  Fields. 

•J  For  ihame  Winterbotham,  vitjc  vol.  g,  page  72. 
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the  builders  having  decamped  fot  "want  of  mo^ 
ncy.  The  only  places  where  anyAvork  is  going 
on  are  the  capitol  and  prcfident's  houTe,  both  of 
which  are  lain  out  upon  a  very  e^tenfive  plan. 
The  numb'^r  .of  men  employed  at  J)oth  thefe 
buildings,andin  the  whdle  ciTY,dces  not  amount 
as  near  as  I  can  guefs  to  one  hundred:  Thefe 
are  chiefly  the  great  body  -Df  inhabitants  who 
at  prefent  crowd  this  notified  place  They  refidc 
in  temporary  wooden' fioveU,  fomewhat  fimi- 
lar  to  booths,  that  I  havefeen  ereftedat  country 
races,  and  fairs  in  many  parrs  of  England.  In 
one  of  thefe  places,  after  much  bargaining  and 
folicitation,  we  were  permitted  to  take  up  our 
abode ;  it  coniifted  of  one  apartment  partitioned 
off  into  two  boxes,  for  I  will  not  term  them 
rooms;  this  dwelling  accommodated  the  owner, 
his  wife,  and  fix  children,  fo  that  with  us  two  as 
inmates,  there  were  no  Jefs  than  eight  perfons, 
ftowedup  in  this  miferable  cabin.  After  afort- 
fiight'S  <}ontinuance  in  our  new  refidence,  dur- 
ing which  period,  we  made  many  little  excur- 
fions  round  the  city,  we  pitched  upon  George- 
town, as  the  inoft  eligible  fpoi  for  the  exercife 
of  my  bufinefs- 

At  this  little  town  J  engaged  a  houfe,  having 
iix  apartments,  at  the  rent  of  fixty  pound  fter- 
Jing  per  annum.  This  place  is  to  be  the  south- 
ward of  the  FEDERAL  CITY-,  at  prcfent  it  IS 
Dearly  a  mile  and  a  half  diltance  from  thence ;- 

and 
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contains  nearly  iixty  houfes,  which  are  inhabit- 
ed by  merchants  and   tradefrnen,  who   form  a 
kind  of  focial  neighbourhood,  much  mote  pleaf- 
ing  than  any  I  have  witnefled    fince  landing  in 
this  country.     The  principal  houfe  in  the  town 
is  inhabited  by  a  Mr.  Mafon,  who  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  Mr.  Greenleafs,  **  rules  the  roaff*  in 
this  quarter.     There  is  alfo  a  fmall  chapel^tjat 
which  I  have  attended  feveral  times;  the  tenets 
inculcated  are  Prefbyterianifm :  after  the  fermon, 
a  perfon  ufually  comes  round  to  the  congrega- 
tion with  a  long    ftick,  having  a  purfe  faftened 
to  the  end,  and  holds  it  before  each  individual, 
until    fuch    time    as    they   drop   their  douceur 
into  it,    and  then    he  prelents    it  to    another: 
while  this  ceremony  is  performing,  the  preacher 
fiands  begging,  and  exhorting  the  benevolence 
of  his  auditory,  by  ranfacking  all  the  fcriptural 
texts  his  memory  affords,    as  a  ftimulus  to  the 
charity  of  his  flock.     After  the  purfe  has  gone 
round,  it  is  prefented  up  to  the  minifter,  who 
immediately  pockets  the  contents,  which  I  am 
informed  is  the  only  recompence    he   receives 
for  his  labours.     Since  I  have  been  here,   my 
employment  has  been  conftant,  having  received 
more  orders  than  I  either  could  or  would  ac- 
complifh,  for   the  Americans  are  more  prompt 
to    give   orders,   than  to   pay  for  them   when 
executed ;  and  if  a  new  comer  is  not  very  care- 
ful in  this  particular,  he  will  quickly  be  oufted 

out 
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out  of  whatever  property  he  may  pofiefs.  There 
is  another  difadvantage  attending  a  mechanic, 
little  or  no  money  being  current  between 
the  employer  and  the  employed.  If  an  artizan 
completes  a  piece  of  work,  and  makes  applica- 
tion for  his  wages,  inftead  of  receiving  any  mo- 
ney, he  is  prefented  with  an  order  upon  fome 
ftorekeeper,  to  furnifh  him  with  neceffaries  to 
the  amount.  In  general,  it  is  the  ufage  of 
every  artizan  and  labourer  in  this  vicinity,  but 
of  thofe  at  the  federal  city  in  particular,  for 
there  after  ftriking  work  on  Saturday  (which 
is  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon)  the  men  cope  to 
Mr.  Mafon  of  this  place  for  their  wages,  v/ho 
generally  pays  them  a  draft  upon  the  bank  at 
Alexandria,  which  is  twelve  miles  diftant ;  fre- 
quently on  their  arrival  thither,  the  bank  isfhut 
up,  and  they  are  obliged  to  purchafe  goods  not 
wanted  at  fome  ftore,  in  order  to  get  the  ba- 
lance to  pay  for  their  week's  board.  Sec.  Sec. 

After  the  completion  of  this  bufinefs,  they 
have  to  recrofs  the  Potomack,  and  walk  eleven 
miles  to  Washington,  by  which  means,  after 
a  journey  of  nearly  twenty-four  miles  and  a 
half,  they  receive  at  a  great  difadvantage  their 
week's  wages.  By  thefe  and  various  other  kinds 
of  manoeuvres,  the  fnonied  people  play  into  each 
other's  hands,  at  the'expence  of  the  laborious 
and  indaftrious,  which  make^  it  extreniely  dif- 
ficult for  a  working  man   to  benefit  himfelf  by 

his 
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his  endeavours.  Moft  of  the  Americans  I  have 
feerii  are  averfe  to  mamial  labour^and  they  en- 
tertain a  very  conteuipcible  opinioa  of  thoft 
who  get  the^r  livelihood  by;  the  fjveat  of  Aheir 
brow.  They  ega ploy  themfehpes  in  barter ^ftd 
ftorekeeping,  und  leave 'the  mechanical  and 
agricultural  purfuits  to  the  Europeans.  Whe- 
ther this  be  preciftly  the  charederiftic  ofth^ 
Americans  in  general  I  cannot  determine,  butas 
far  as  I  have  obferved,  reit  affured  it  is  ftriflly 
the  cafe. 

Here  you  will  find  numbers  expreffing  as  much 
uneajinefs  and  dijjatis/a^ion  sls  in^Britain,  or  any 
other  country.  I  am  frequently  aftonifhed, 
when  I  hear  them  forming  the  moil  romantic 
ideas  of  traverfing  the  wildernefs  of  the  back 
country,  in  quell  of  moral  perfe6lion,  and  per- 
fe6l  happinefs.  By  pra^lical  experience,  I  have 
feen  my  own  ^rror,  and  can  now  perceive  thofe 
of  others  j  if  I  was  not  pofTcffed  of  thq  means  of 
returning,  my  expedition  would  be  the  fatal  al- 
ternative of  perpetual  exile  in  a  moft  inhofpi- 
table  land. 

Doubtlefs  you  have  heardmuch  of  Kentucky. 
To  this  country  all  the  abandoned  the  credulous, 
the  unfettied,  and  the  wretched  in  thefe  ftates, 
are  flocking  in  numbers.  Moft  of  the  poor  dif-, 
trefled  obje6ls  I  meet,  are  indenting  them- 
felves  to  proprietors  of  land  in  Kentucky, 
ill  order  to  be  tonveyed  there,  carriage  free ; 

although 
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{although  the  probability  of  fuch  {yerfons  ever 
returning  is  fcarcely  poffiblie.  From  this  fpot 
to  Kentucky,  the  diftance  is  upvfards  of  nine 
hutidred  miles>andthe  great^ft  part  of  the  road, 
through  a  continued  wildernefs  interlefted  with 
rivers,  and  inhabited  by  various  tribes  of  Ini. 
DiANS; — thefe  favages  are  always  upon  the 
Weitchjfor  fuch  parties  as  are  either  proceeding 
to,  or  returning  frofn  this  mu/hroon  colony^  and 
they  never  fail  to  attack  and  cutoffthofe  whom 
they  can  overpower: — they  have,  and  not 
without  reafon,  very  jealous  fufpicions  of  this 
fettlement. 

The  mod  extravagant  and  luxurious  defcrip-h 
tions  that  fancy  can  paint  of  this  new  found  land, 
are  exhibited  to  thofe  who  manifeft  the  fiighteft 
properifity  of  vifiting  it;  in  faB,tohear  thepen- 
fons  talk,  who  have  been  worked  upon  in  thii 
manner,  you  would  be  almoft  led  to  fancy 
KfiNf  UCK.Y  the  Elysian  field.  Thefe  arc 
apropos,  the  fame  artifices  as  thofe  played  ofF 
to  induce  our  countrymen  to  feek  their  better 
fortunes  iti  America.  I  have  converfed  with 
many  that  have  been  at  this  favoured  fpot,  and 
who  with  great  hardfhip  and  difficulty,  have 
efcaped  from  thence,  and  in  general  their  ac- 
counts are  truly  deplorable.  The  fubitance  of 
what  I  have  been  able  to  coUeQ,  is,  that  the  poor 
creatures  who  have  been  induced  to  indent  them- 
ftlvcs^  are  in  fituations   the  mod  pitiable;  they 

are 
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are  treated  by  their  mafters  in  a  fimilar  manner 
to  the  felons  formerly  tranfportedfrom  England  to 
Virginia.     Inft'ead  of  being  put  in  poffeffion'  of 
portions  of  land,  and  quickly  difcharging  their 
engagements,  they  fink  deeper  into  debt,  and 
this  by  the  means  of  being  obliged  to  purchafe 
on  credit  at  the  moft  extravagant  charges  from 
their  mafters,  the  ftores  and  neceffaries  of  which 
they  ftand  in  need.  Thusfituated,  they  are  ne- 
ver free  from  the  landholder  who  is  an  abfolute 
tyrant,  while  his  miferable  indented ferv ants  are 
likely  to  remainflavesjor  ever.     Great   numbers 
die  from  the  change  of  climate,  want  of  proper 
fuftehance,  and  the  very  unufual  and  laborious 
employ  to  which  they  are  rigoroufly  fubjefted 
by  their  vigilant  overfcers.  Thofe  fituated  upon 
the  bordering  territory,  are  often  fcalped  by  the 
Indians,  and  their  lives  are  in  continual  jeopar- 
dy.    If  my  paper  would  contaift  all  the  infor- 
mation I  have  received  refpecling  this  enticing 
country,  and  alfo,  if  I  had  time  to  write,  I  affure 
you  it  would  form  a  ftriking  contraft  to  a  pam- 
phlet, now  laying  befide  me;  and  which  I  re- 
ceived when  in  London,  from  the  Kentucky  agents 
in  Threadneedle^flreet.  Suffice  it  to  fay,  that  every 
iota  therein  contained  refpefting  the  advantages 
deriving  to  the    laborious   fettler  in  Kentucky- 
is  interefted,  and  a  dired  and  palpable  impofi- 
tion,  to  miflead  the  unwary.     The  only  perfons 
who  are  benefited  by  Kentucky  excurfions,  are 

the 
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the  great  land  proprietors,  and  they  dggraridife' 
themfelves  at  the  expence  of  their  dependent 
flaves.  An  informant  fays,  he  purchafed  two 
hundred  acres  of  land,*  and  when  he  arrived 
upon  the  fpot,  it  was  pojfeffed  by  aiiother^f  who 
refufed  to  give  it  upi,  unless  he  paid  the  expence 
of  building  a  hut,  and  alfo  that  of  cultivation, 
for  which  fo  extravagant  a  price  was  affixed,  as 
to  put  it  entirely  out  of  his  power  to  comply 
with  the  demand.  However  difTappointed  in 
his  purchafe,  he  accepted  of  an  accommodati-^ 
on,  by  being  prefented  with  the  fame  quantity 
of  land  he  had  bought  in  another  quarter ;  here" 
as  foon  as  he  was  fituated,  he  began  to  experi- 

*  From  the  agents  at  Philadelphia. 

+  By  a  perfon  who   returned   in  the  Mou^fT  Vernon 
lad  week,  and  who   has  vifited  Philadelphia,  we  are  in- 
formed that  inftances  have  frequently  occurred  during  his 
flay,  of  the   Philad:elphia   agents   felling   repeatedly  over 
again  the  fame  lands  in  the  back  fettlements  of  Kentucky. 
He  further  fays,  it  was  the  general  opinion,  that  the  moft 
fatal  confecjuences  would  enfue  incourfe  of  time,  from  fueh 
illicit  praftices,  as  feveral  ferious  rencounters  had  already 
taken  place  bet  .  een  the  perfons  who  have  made  purchafes, 
and  the  pre-occupants  of  the  lands  they  had  fo  purchafed.  in 
which  feveral  lives  had  been  facraficed  on  both  fides    This 
perfon  alfo  informs  us,  that  the  generality  of  people,  whc 
have  emigrated  are  very  muchdifatisfied,  and  ftrould  return 
if  they  had  it  in  their  power.  In  the  veffel  which  brought 
lirm  over,  there  were  fomc  who  worked  as  common  failors 
befoie  the  ihuft,   to  obtain  their   pt-fTage   and  confideri*!  it 
as  a  very  great  favour, 
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ence  his  folly,  for  it  was  true  he  "wzs  proprietor 
of  an  uncultivated  Ipot  of  ground,  but  then  he 
experienced  the  impoffibility  of  rendering  it  of 
any  utility  to  him.     Stockof  every  kind  was  fo 
extravagantly  dear^  that  it  would  have  taken  a 
moderate-fortune  to  furnifh  his  little  farm.  Thus 
conditioned,  he  might  have  indented  himfelf, 
and  turned  labourer  to  his  rich  neighbour,  but 
this  he  could  not  think  on;  his  only  alternative 
was  that  of  returning,  which  he  accordingly  put 
into  execution,  by  gathering  up  the  fragments 
of  his  little  property,  and  putting  himfelf  un- 
der the   direction  of  fome  roving  traders,  by 
whofe  afTiftance  he  happily  regained  his  native 
home,  nearly  fix  hundred  dollars  lofer  by  this 
excurlion.  I  am  further  informed,  that  the  poor 
labourers  in  Kentucky,  are  more  miferable 
than  the  unfortunate  negroes   in   Virginia 
and  Maryland,  and  for  this  reafon ;  the  ne- 
groes have  hardly  any  conception  above  the  me- 
nial condition  they  were  born  in,  and  their  whole 
exigence  is  a  continual  routine  of  labour  and  ha- 
bitual fubmiflionto  their  pfoprictor's  commands. 
But  the  former  are  thofe  who  once  tafted  the 
fweets  of  governing  themfelves,  and  have  alfo 
experienced  the  fuperior  comforts,    which  the 
negro  never  could  reach,     Thefe  poor  people 
alfo  were  buoyed  up  in  the  pleafing  expedation 
of  bettering  their  condition;  by  lamentabje  ex- 
perience, they  find  the  change  has  been  infinite- 
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ly  for  the  worfc,  which  confideration  makes 
their  exiflence  almoft  intolerable  :  the  continual 
intrufion  of  thefe  circumftances  into  their  minds 
frequently  overpowers  their  conftitutions,  and 
they  pine  away  the  martyrs  of  their  own  credii-^ 
lity.  This  has  been  adlually  the  cafe  with  hun-i 
dreds  of  thcfeunfortunate  Kentucky  adventurers. 
I  am  of  opinion  it  is  not  necelTary  to  apologife 
for  this  very  detailed  account,  which  I  have 
colledled  for  your  information  and  profit :  You 
arc  convinced  I  would  not  deceive  any  perfon 
one  tittle  intentionally,  and  I  hope  you  will 
benefit  *  by  the  loofe  and  unconnected  hints 
which  I  have  here  written  for  your  examination^ 
Since  our  refidence  at  George  Town,  my  r  i  b  has 
prefented  me  with  a  little  American  daughter 
and  every  thing  confidered,  fhe  has  had  a  very 
good  getting  up.  Poor  Pilgarlick  has  been  very 
ill  in  thtfeafoningy  and  approached  nearly  the 
gates  of  the  King  of  terrors.  I  was  fwelled  up 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  any  perfon  not  ufcd  to 
this  diforder,  would  have  imagined  me  poifon- 
ed.  I  was  obligated  to  drink  a  bottle  of  porter 
per  day  for  four  weeks,  at  the  charge  ofontJliiU 
ling  and,  tenpence  per  bottle,  befides  fvvallowing 
,  plenty  of  chemicals  and  Galenicals,  which  with 
the  expence  of  a  Granny  f  to  attend  me  in  my 

*  The  perfon  to  whom  this  lettef  is  addrefTed  then  la* 
boured  under  the  American  deluhon,  but  is  happily  re- 
covered* 

•+  A  nurf«. 

illnefl 
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illnefs,  run  up  a  ver/  expenfive  account :  Br 
good  fortune  I  foon  recovered,  or  elfe  my  deaf 
girl  would  have  broke  her  heart.  We  purchase 
good  rum  at  three  {hillings  and  fixpence  flerling 
per  gallon ;  French  claret  with  Spanifh  and 
Peach  brandies,  are  alfo  proportionably  cheap  ; 
but  give  me  good  malt  liquor  in  preference  to 
them  all.  Meat  upon  the  average  is  iixpence 
flerling  per  pound,  and  very  poor  ftuff:  poultry 
and  fifh  pretty  reafonable ;  cheefe  and  butter  the 
worft  we  ever  tailed  and  very  dear;  candles  and 
foap  the  fame  ;  bread  is  at  a  moft  exorbitant 
price  ;  every  article  of  c loathing  is  very  high  ; 
I  havejuft  given  three  pounds  flerling  for  an 
indifferent  pair  of  boots,  and  fhoes  are  fixteen 
fhillings  the  pair.  I  have  made  up  my  mind 
to  quit  this  part  as  foon  as  I  conveniently  can, 
therefore  it  will  be  needlefs  for  you  to  write  to 
me  here,  as  before  its  arrival  I  hope  to  reach 
Philadelphia,  where  I  fliall  probably  flop  fome 
time,  if  nothing  extraordinary  occurs  ;  however 
of  this  I  will  advife  you  immediately  upon  my 
arrival  there. 

I  count  this  American  expedition  will  cofl  me 
three  hundred  pounds  flerling,  befides  having 
freih  connections  to  fcek  whenever  I  arrive  in 
England.  Before  I  difmifs  my  very  long  letten 
I  muft  mention  a  trifiino;  circumftance :  You  will 
perhaps  recollect  a  tall  thin  gentleman,  with 
vhom  I    very  unaccountably  got    acquainted 

in 
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in  London,  his  namt  is   D — g — 5 ;  before  I  de- 
parted, he  furnilhed  me    with  recommendatory- 
letters  to  feveral  pcrfons  in  Alexandria,  but  in 
particular  to  his  brother-in-law,  a  Col.  Fitz — d, 
with  whom  he  ordered  me  to  make  free,  and  be 
fure  to  afk   him   for   fome   of  his  pickkd  pork, 
which  he  alTerted  by  being  fed  upon  acorns  was 
the  moil  delicious  I  ever  tafted  ;  This  pork  may 
be  very  good    to  be  fure,  but   unfortunately  I 
have  not  been  permitted  to  make  the  trial ;  for 
this  gentleman's  very  good  brother  received  this 
letter  as  a  thing  of  courfe,  and  efcorted  me  the 
neareft  way   out  of  his   houfe  accordingly  : — I 
find  this  man  has    ferved  many  others  the  fame 
trick,  and   likewife  am  told  he  never  dare  flievv 
his  face  here   on  account  of  a  triflingy^z^A:  pas, 
committed  during  the   late  war  :  If  you  fliould 
ever  meet  with  him,  don't  fail   of  jeering  him 
refpecling  his  pork^ed  upon  acorns ;  and  alfo  the 
effedls  produced  from  his  letters  ofrecommenda^ 
Hon.     I  am  convinced  moft  of  my  countrymen 
wifh  themfelves   fafe  back  again ;  I  have  met 
with  but  two  who  give  America  the  preference^ 
one  of  which  is  z  fraudulent  bankrupt :  and  the 
other  has  been  guilty  of  forgery,     America  cer- 
tainly is  a  happy  country  to  fuch  characters  as 
thefe,  and  they  muft  be  ungrateful   indeed  not 
to  praife  a  place  which  proted:§  \.\i^mfrom  the 
gallows. 

My 
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My  fpoufe  joins  me  in  love  to  you,  and  wifh- 
ing  you  may  receive  this  in  good  health,  pep. 
mit  me  to  remain 

yours  afFedionabl/ 

P.  B. 


LETTER    XI. 
FROM  A  YOUNG  MAN  A  PLAISTERER, 

Charlejlowny  South  Carolina^  Sept.  13, 1795, 
My  Dear  Wife, 

I  ARRIVED  here  on  July  2^th,  after  a  very 
difagreeable  pafTage  of  ninety-one  days,  forty 
days  of  which  the  palTengers  and  crew  were  upon 
Ihort  allowance  :— Two  quarts  of  water,  half  a 
lifcuity  and  half  a  pound  of  beef,  was  our  whole 
fuftenance  for  every  twenty- four  hours.     I  was 
fea  lick  greateft  part  of  the  voyage,  neverthelefs 
was  forced  to  take  my  turn  at  pumping  the  vef- 
fel,  which   is  very  laborious  work  ;  add  to  this, 
I  was  expofed  to  the  heavy  rains  which  fell  in 
torrents,  almoft  every  night  during  our  diftrefs. 
If  I  could   have   my   choice,   I    would  not  go 
through  fuch  a  fatiguing   fcene  again  for  ten 
thoufand  pounds. 

When  1  landed  at  Charleftown,  I  appeared 
quite  an jp^^ciated  objedl,  and  could  fcarccly 

Hand 
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fland  without  being  fupported ;    I   could  find 
no  place  where  I  could   board   and  lodge  under 
twenty-two  JJiillings  and  fixpence  Jler ling  per  week^ 
which  terms  I  was  obliged  to  comply  with.  Not 
being  able  to  get  any  work  for  upwards   of  a 
month,  my  cafh  was  foon  exhaufted,   and  I  was 
obliged  to  fubfifl  upon  credit,  which  put  me  un- 
der the  dreadful  appreheniions  o^h ting  indented, 
otherwife  fold  to  reimburfe  the   debt,   as  this  is 
frequently  the   cafe   in    America:  however  it 
was  my  fortune  to  have  a  landlord  that  was  pa- 
tient and  merciful,    and    now  having  got  into 
employ,  I  hope  fhortly  to  pay  him ;   as  well  as 
make  him  fome  other  amends  for  his  great  kind- 
nefs  to  a  poor  diftreffed   ftranger,  for  like  the 
good  Samaritan,  he  both  fed  me,  and  preferv- 
ed  me  from  thieves:  I  mean  the  villans  who 
are  as  quick  as  sharks   to  bite  at  every  poor 
man  in  diftrefs,  in  order   to   induce  him  to  fell 
himfelf  for  a  certain  term,  to  herd  with  the  ne- 
gro SLAVES  of  the  INDIGO  and  cotton  plan- 
ters.    I  have   engaged   with   a   very    opulent 
merchant  to  plaifter  his  houfe,  which  job  will  laft 
me  a  twelvemonth  at  lead;  my  wages  SLTcfeven 
JJiillings  per  day  fterling.  After  I  have  hnilhed, 
if  the  Lord  fpares  me,  I  will  return  to  Lond*on, 
as  I  find  this  to  be  a  very  unwholejomt  country  \ 
it  is  at  prefent  much  hotter  than   1    ever  expe- 
rienced  it  in  England,  during  the  mofl   fultry 
fummer.     The  people  die  very  fad  of  the  yel- 
low 
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low  fever^  which  is  a  dreadful  diforder,  and 
frigatc^s  every  perfon  very  much.  1  am  fo 
tortured  with  the  mufquitoes  and  other  venemous 
infe^Sy  ihsLt  my  Jkin  refembles  that  of  a  perfon 
aflElided  with  the  lepivosy.  Since  my  arrival, 
I  have  made  an  acquainianee  with  an  Americar^ 
bricklayer,  who  has  lately  come  from  the  City 
of  Washington,  he  tells  me  bufinefs  is  very 
flat  in  that  place,  and  that  a  great  many  tradef- 
men  have  left  it,  and  difperfed  to  other  parts. 
Give  my  refpecls  to  Mr.  Oliphant,  and  in- 
form him  that  a  journeyman  plaifterer  may  work 
all  his  life  in  America^  and  not  fave  as  much  mo- 
ney as  will  give  him  a  decent  funeral  after  his 
death.  In  the  winter  at  New-York  and  Phil- 
LADELPHiAj  the  poor  fellows  are  obliged  to 
hire  themfelves  ^ov  jive  months  \Q  the  farmers,  as 
the  frolls  are  fo  very  fevere. 

In  ray  opinion,  the  only  people  who  make 
money  in  America  are  the  merchants  and  (lore- 
keepers  ;  ihefe  are  not  fuch  charaElers  as  we  have 
in  idea,  when  we  make  ufe  of  that  appellation 
in  England,  but  fuch  people  as  keep  fliops  or 
llores,  who  are  here  generally  denominated 
merchants.  Every  article  oi  wearing  apparel 
is  extravagantly  dear;  linnen  of  all  kinds  with 
nankeens,  dinuties  and  fuch  like  articles  fetch 
exorbitant  prices  and  muft  return  great  profits 
to  ihofe  who  import  them.  A  pair  of  cowwoti 
Jhoes  will  fell  for  half  a  guinea  llerling;  every 

thing 
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thing  elfe  in  jufl:  the  fame  proportion ;  I  could 
obtain  a  much  hciler  dinner  in  England  for 
one//iilling  ;  than  I  cou]d  here  [01  fvejhillings  i 
good  provifions  are  not  the  produce  of  this 
country,  the  vegeiables  are  fo  bad  they  are 
Jcarcely  eatable y  and  as  for  the  meat  it  is  fjch 
fhocking  ftufF,  that  it  would  be  burnt  in  our 
country,  if  fuch  was  cverJJicwn  in  any  market. 
I  hope  in  the  courfe  of  eighteen  or  twenty 
months  to  be  able  to  return  to  London  with 
fome  money  in  my  purfe,  as  the  gentleman  for 
whom  I  am  at  work  appears  very  fond  of  me, 
and  fays  he  will  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
render  me  fervice  and  further  my  happinefs,  as 
foon  as  I  have  completed  his  job.*  I  am  in- 
formed there  is  no  other  plaiftererin  all  South 
Carolina  but  myfelf,  and  yet  for  all  this,  allow- 
ing it  to  be  true,  and  if  1  could  be  fure  to  en- 
grofs  all  our  trade  to  myfelf,  and  by  that  means 
make  dijpeedy fortune ;  I  would  not  ftay  in  luch 
a  place  any  longer  than  I  could  pojfibly  avoid. 

The  chief  produce  of  the  Carolinas  is  cot- 
ton, rice,  and  fome  indigo,  which  is  moftly  culti- 
vated hy  negro Jlaves.  I  hope^ou  will  make  you r- 
felf  eafy  upon  my  account,  and  never  mind  the  fad 

*  The  ulual  infidious  profeflions  of  the  canting  Ameri- 
cans. The  publifher  cannot  but  admire  the  cardid  fimpli" 
city  of  the  writer  of  this  letter,  and  fmcerely  wifhes  he 
may  find  his  employer's  future  aftions  confiftent  with  his 
friendly  profeflions, 

difappoiniment 
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dif appointment y  for  I  am  fure  you  would  rather 
live  in  England  upon  the  fcanty  earnings  of  a  . 
journeyman  plaifterer,  than  in  South  Carolina> 
upon  the  income  of  one  of  the  richeft  planters: 
For  in  the  fixft  place,  the  heat  is  fuch,  it  is  al- 
moft  infufferable,  and  next  it  is  very  unwhole- 
fome;  the  people  die  very  fail,  and  never  look 
healthy  like  the  Englilh,  but  appear  hal/boiledy^ 
which  is  owing  to  the  continual  perfpiration 
they  are  always  in  ;  and  lailly,  I  know  you  are 
of  too  humane  a  difpofition  to  hold  your  fellozo 
creatures  in  a  cruel  bondage,  and  witnefs  their 
barbarous  treatment ;  *  fo  that  I  am  perluaded 
you  will  think  yourfelf  better  oft'  where  you  are 
at  prefent,  than  here  with  me,  even  if  I  had  met 
with  that  fuccefs  I  was  told  by  the  American 
gentleman  f  I  ihould  when  in  London.     I  hope 

*  The  publifher  cannot  forbear  to  arreft  the  readers  at- 
tention, in  Older  to  contemplate  the  honefl  and  noble  in- 
dignation of  this  poor  fellow,  at  the  vile  ftate  of  bondage, 
wnder  which  he  has  feen  men  (differing  only  from  himfelf 
in  the  colour  of  their  Ikin)  held  by  the  lordly  planters. 
There  is  fomething  at  once  fo  humane,  and  at  the  fame  time 
fo]  forcibly  charaderiftic  of  the  urbanity  of  our  country- 
men, that  it  deferves  to  be  particularly  remarked.  He  feems 
to  have  been  forcibly  flruck  with  the  bitter  fufferings  of 
the  unfortunate  Africans  and  their  progeny  born  to  per- 
petual fldvery,  and  to  have  re-echoed  the  plaintive  moan  of 
"  Am  not  I aljo  a  man  and  a  brother,*'  in  terms  of  the 
moil  artlels,  yet  poignant  commiferation 

i  Doubtlefs  a  wretch  of  the  defcription  that  we  have 
had  occafion  to  notice  in  the  preface.  The  voyage  of  this 
poor  fellow  is  a  lamentable  inftance  of  the  confequence  at* 
tending  American  puff  and  panegyric, 

WC 
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we  fhall  meet  once  more,  never  to  be  agdiinjepa- 
rated  on  any  of  thefe  wild-goo fe  expeditions  ;  no; 
not  even  if  I  was  fure  to  be  the  great  mogull, 
I  never  would  leave  you   more  upon  any  pre- 
tence whatever.  Now  let  me  once  again  rcqucft 
you  will  not  be  unhappy  upon  my  account,  and 
alfo  not  to  fret  yourfelf  at  my  difappointment. 
Remember  me  to  all  friends,  and  tell  them  to  be 
fure  they  never  countenance  ^Xiy  jinejlories  re- 
fpedling  America,  as  it  is   by  no  means  the 
country  reprefented.     If  you  anfwer  this  letter, 
dired  to  n>e  at   Mr.  Izzard's   new  houfe,  on 
the  fouth  bay   Charles  town.     So   no  more 
froni 

your  ever  aftedlionate  huiband, 

J.  w. 

The  foregoing  letter  was  received  as  its  purport 
implies  from  a  very  religious  and  ferioully  dif- 
pofed  young  man  ;  it  is  addrcfled  to  his  \\  ife,  and 
contains  many  particulars  well  worth  the  atten- 
tion of  the  female  reader.     He  appears  to  have 
quitted  the   beloved  partner  of  his  bed,  under 
the  aufpicious  hope  of  providing  on  the  Ame- 
rican continent,  an  afylum  againft   thole  evils 
which  render  the  connubial  ftatc  in  Britain  too 
frequently  a  fcene   of  misfortune  and  diftrefs  ; 
but  with  what  fuccefs  we  leave  the  mind  of  fen- 
fibility  to  judge,  and  the  hearts  of  our  fair  rea- 
ders to  determine.     Let  them  perufe  the  con- 

tent-^» 


loS  LOOK  BEFORE  YOU  LEAP ; 

tents,  fuppofe  it  but  for  a  moment  addrefled  to 
themfelvcs  from  the  hufband  of  their  affedlions, 
and  where  or  when  will  they  be  advocates  tor 
emigration  to  America? 

There  is  fo  much  honeft  though  unvarnifhed 
affedtion  in  the  concluding  part  of  this  letter, 
that  the  feelings  of  nature  muft  be  dead  in  that 
mind,  which  does  not  lympathize  with  thedif- 
appointment  of  the  divided  couple.  An  honeft 
confeflion  of  error  is  the  higheft  attribute  of  a 
generous  foul,  and  the  frank  acknowledgement 
of  having  been  deceived,  infinitely  exceeds  the 
-varnifhed  palliatives,  and  half  finifhed  apologies, 
•which  are  too  frequently  reforted  to  by  perfons 
Vilio  have  been  deluded,  and  who  from  a  mis- 
taken pride,  though  they  feel  the  confequences 
of  error,  are  a  bove  confelfing  their  imprudence, 
or  expofing  their  difappointment. 


LETTER     XII. 

FROM  A  MASTER  PAINTER  AND  GLAZIER. 

Alexandria^  December  12,  1795^ 
Dear    Friend, 

AN  opportunity  prefents  by  ihefhipMouNT 
Vernon,  I  g  adly  embrace  it,  to  let  you 

tear  from   your  old   brother  brujh.     When  I 

wrote 


Or,  a  few  hints,  &c.  lo^ 

wrote  to  you  lafl;  it  was  from  Baltimore ;  where 
I  was  engaged  at  ajob,  which  being  completed, 
i  have  returned  to  Alexandria. 

During  my  ftay  at  Baltimore,  who  fhould  I 
meet  but  Winn,  the  leather  Jeller  %  an  event 
which  furprifed  me  very  much.  I  find  he  had 
caught  the  infeftion,  and  could  not  refl  until  he 
had  explored  this  happy  continent.  It  is  my 
belief  his  curiofity  is  quite  fatisfied,  as  the'beams 
of  content  did  not  fhine  very  refplendent  from 
his  eyes;  in  faft,  the  poor  fellow's  gall  is  not  yet 
broke,  as  they  term  it  amortgft  the  prifoners  for 
debt  in  England;  after  that  circumftance  has 
taken  place,  he  will  refume  his  wonted  chearful- 
nefs  ?  1  well  know  his  complaint,  as  I  have 
been  rather  in  that  way  myfelf.  I  find  he  has 
brought  plenty  of  cafti  with  him,  and  means  to 
purchafe  land  and  turn  builder,  at  Baltimore; 
that  was  his  idea  when  I  left  him;  but  if  he 
does  not  take  care,  (though  a  YorkJJiire  man)  he 
will  find  plenty  o^ piarks  that  will  fpeedily  out- 
wit him,  and  what  is  technically  termed  here 
•*  clean  him  out.*'  It  is  uow  two  years  fince  I 
have  been  in  this  happy  place,  and  fetting  afide 
the  feafoning,  I  have  enjoyed  a  tolerable  ftate 
of  health,  which  is  what  very  few  Europeans,. 
can  fay,  as  it  h^s  been  the  moH:  fickly  period 
ever  known  in  America  thefe  fifty  years  pad. 

I  have  become  acquainted  with  a  perfon,  by 
profeflion  a  cabinet-maker,  who  has  fome  know- 

kdge' 
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ledge  of  you,  and  many  others,  with  whom  I 
know  you  are  intimate,  his  name  is  B — e,  and 
has  been  here  about  five  months  :  I  am  in- 
formed he  is  a  man  of  conliderable  property y  and 
that  he  brought  no  lefs  a  fum  than  three  thou/and 
pounds  over  with  him.  I  fhould  fuppofe  the 
reafon  of  his  quitting  Englandi  muffchave  been 
from  motives  of  difguft,  as  he  feems  quite  an 
enthufiaft  in  politics,  and  in  all  probability  has 
been  deeply  engaged  in  them  when  in  London ; 
for  he  prefented  me  with  a  newfpaper,  wherein 
his  name  ftands  as  one  of  thtjlewards,  at  the 
celebration  dinner,  on  the  acquital  of  the  Jlatc 
prifoners,  held  at  the  Crown  and  Anchor  in  Fe- 
bruary 179s  •  Indeed  he  appears  childillily  fond 
of  making  this  circumftance  a  matter  of  noto- 
riety in  Alexandria,*  and  for  which  I  think  him 

very 

•  The  perfon  whom  the  writer  mentions,  before  his 
departure  for  the  American  continent,  paid  a  vifit  to  a 
CONJURER,  who  exhibits  his  divining  profeflion  in  West- 
minster, in  order  to  be  informed  what  would  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  his  intended  voyage.  The  conjurer  pre- 
vious to  communicating  any  information  in  this  particular, 
pointed  to  a  Bozol,  and  made  a  very  fignificant  motion 
for  his  offering,  to  the  confulted  Oracle. 

Upon  which,  with  the  true  fpirit  of  a  Caledonian^  he  let 
a  fliilling  drop  into  the  bafon.  No  fooner  did  the  Wiz- 
ard experience  his  bounty  than  he  called  up  his  JeLtniliar 
(which  was  done  by  the  pulling  of  ropes)  who  infoim- 
cd  the  enquirer  "  That  he  was  an  avaricious  wretch,  by" 
vhich  motive  he  was  only  aftuated    in  emigrating,  and 

further 
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very  imprudent,  for  however  high  the  fpirit  of 
party  may  run  in  England,  I  can  afluie  you  it 
is  carried  alfo  to  very  great  lengths  here.  The 
inveteracy  of  the  native  Americans  is  very  great 
againft  the  mother  country,  which  may  be  na- 
turally expected,  as  a  confequence  of  the  late 
xvar,  and  which  in  a  certain  degree  will  never 
be  wholly  eradicated  ;  dill  in  principles,  the  ma- 
jority of  them  are  what  the  modern  French  term 

further,  that  at  fomc  future  period  this  difpofition  would 
most  alTuredly  bring  him  to  an  untimely  end.**  Upon 
this  inaufpiclous  prediction,  which  was  delivered  in  a 
most  tremendous  tone  of  voice,  the  poor  Scot's  knees 
fmote  together,  and  his  teeth  chattered  in  his  head  ;  which 
the  wizard  perceiving,  he  again  pointed  to  the  qfcrtory 
Bozoi,  and  by  his  gesticulation,  indicated  that  by  another  en- 
quiry, the  fates  might  be  more  propitious,'  Tihis  hint  the 
fimpleton  gladly  complied  with,  and  dropped  a  couple  of 
half  crown  pieces  into  the  hafon^  when  the  conjurer  once  more 
condefcended  to  pullt  he  ropes  and  to  call  up  his  familiar; 
when  lo  !  the  devil  danced  for  joy,  and  the  oracle  in  a  fweet 
tone,  declared  "  Son,  the  evil  hour  is  paffed  by,  from 
henceforth  you  are  in  the  road  to  riches  and  honour  ;  go 
to  that  happy  land,  where  you  will  certainly  find  both." 
It  may  be  naturally  conceived  what  was  the  effeft  of  this 
favourable  prefagc  upon  this  credulous  man,  he  departed 
very  much  exhilirated,and  adlually  put  a  strong  confidence 
in  fuch  a  barefaced  deception.  The  publifhcr  has  menti- 
oned the  stoiy  merely  to  apprize  ihe  reader  of  the  com- 
pletion of  this  weakminded  perfon,  in  order  to  account 
for  his  behavior  as  defcanted  on  by  the  writer  of  the  above 
letter,  and  alfo  to  prove  what  a  fit  tool  he  was  to  fall  in 
the  way  of  the  artful  villain  recorded  in  the  preface, 

ari/locrats. 
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arijlocrats,  for  they  preponderate  very  much  to 
the  caufe  in  which  the  Englifli  arc  engaged,  and 
fervently  wifh  they  may  be  ultimately  fuccefs- 
fuL  Such  new  comers  as  arrive  here  ''  piping 
hot,"  with  their  dcmocratical  doCLrines,  and  can 
hardly  take  breath  before  they  begin  to  preach 
up  an  equal  participation  of  rights ;— are  looked 
upon  with  a  very  jealous  eye,  by  the  eftablifhed 
inhabitants,  who  never  fail  to  feverely  perfe-^ 
Cute  thofe  who  are  fo  incautious  as  to  indulge 
themfelves  too  freely  in  the  manner  I  have  men- 
tioned. The  perfori  I  have  juft  alluded  to,  told 
me  on  his  arrival,  that  he  had  not  laboured  a  day 
himfelf  for  the  ten  preceding  years  ;  as  the  line 
of  buiinefs  in  which  he  was  engaged  in  London 
was  of  fo  extenfive  a  nature,  that  he  had  nothing  ^ 
to  do  but  look  after  his  men. 

The  cafe  is  quite  different  in  this  place,  for 
there  is  no  Matter  carpenters  but  what  are  o- 
bliged  to  labour  as  hard  as  their  journeymen ; 
or  they  would  be  thought  very  little  of  by  their  ^ 
employers.  Every  perfon  who  has  a  job  to  do' 
finds  his  own  timber,  nails,  &c.  Sec,  and  agrees  J 
with  a  carpenter  to  find  the  labour  at  fo  much  per 
Week,  fo  that  all  the  advantage  he  gets  is  upon  ^. 
his  men  and  his  own  induftry.  The  fame  is  the  i 
cuftom  with^^m^^rj;  every  employer  finding' 
his  colours,  &c.  &c.  in  faB,  it  is  generally  the  ! 
fame  in  moft  profefEons.  By  this  you  will  per- 
ceive there  is  no  other  chance  in  America,  but  ; 
ivbatarifes  from  induftry,  and  manual  exertion 

Over-  ; 
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Overlooking   mafters,  and  fuch  as  cannot  work 
thcmfelves,  are  little  wanted  here;  and  fuch  cba" 
racters  will  find  themrelves  difagreeably  accom- 
modated, unlefs  they  bring  property  fufficient  to 
maintain   them    in   a   ftate   of    independence* 
There  is  one  very  material  difadvantage  attend- 
ing mechanics,  which  is  they    feldom    receive 
their  wages  in  ^^C2>,   being   gencially  paid    in 
what  is  called  barter,  which  is  one  great  means 
of  keeping  them  in  a  ftate  of  indigence,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  feemingly  exorbitant  wages  which 
they  receive :    in  England  this  would  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  very  intolerable  grievance,  and  you 
would  be  forward  to  fay,  it  is  extremely  hard  I 
cannot  lay  out  the  money  which  i  have  laboured 
for   all   the    week,   in   the  fcorching  heat  or 
piercing  cold,  in  the  manner  I  chufe,  or  to  the 
bed  advantage  to   myfclf ;  however  juftifiable 
fuch  a  remark,  ftill  it  would  be  deemed  imper- 
tinence here,  and  you  would  be  eiteemed  a  verw 
faucy  fellow  for  fo  faying  ;  but  if  you  were  here 
you  would  not  think  of  making  this  obje^iion, 
for  barter  being  the  cuflom,  you  mu(t  abide  by 
it. 

The  laft  letter  you  wrote  me,  you  defired  I 
would  be  more  explicit,  and  this  is  the  reafon 
I  have  been  fo  particular ;  you  arc  the  lalt  man 
I  would  wifh  to  deceive.  I  have  bluntly  ftated 
the  truth,  and  it  is  for  you  (o  form  your  own 
opinion  on  it. 

H  Every 
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Every  article  of  provifions  is  extravagantly 
dear,  owing  to  the  prefent  war,  both  the  French 
and  Englifh  being  competitors  in  draining  the 
country  of  its  produce.  In  a  recent  letter  of  yours, 
you  mentioned  fomething  refpedling  the  great 
plenty  of  excellent  fruit  in  America,  and  that 
you  had  heard  even  the  "  hogs  were  fed  upori 
peaches,"  the  latter  part  of  your  information  is 
ftridlly  true,as  the  hogs  are  indeed  fed  upon  peach- 
es but  then  it  muft  be  obferved  they  are  fit  for  lit- 
tle elfe,  as  is  likewife  the  reft  of  the  fruit.     The 
peaches  have  a  very  mauky  dry  tafte,  and  are 
not  like  thofe  in  our  country,  and  as  for  the 
pears,  you  would  almoft  as  foon  eat  a  raw  pota- 
toe  ;  the  apples  are  the  beft  of  the  fruit,  but  de- 
pend upon  it,  they  are  nothing  near  fo  delicious 
as  an  Englifh   apple.     I  believe  I  obferved  in  a 
former  letter,  in  the  hot  feafon  the  meat  is  like 
carrion,  but  as  the  weather  grows  cooler  it  gets 
rather  better.    In  this  part,  we  are   very  bad- 
ly off  for  fifh,  which  is  in  general  very  dear  ;  the 
chief  in  ufe  is  the  cat  fi(h,  which  is  moftly  ftew- 
ed  and  made  into   foup,  a  mefs  I  am  fure  you 
-would  naufeate  if  you  was  to  fee  it  drefled.  There 
is  alfo  American  chad,  which  is  much  larger  than 
the  Engliih;  thefeare  generally  pickled  or  dried, 
nioft  people  eat  fome  of  thefe  at  their  breakfafl. 
The  bread  is  very  dear,  and  not  to  be  compared 
with  the  w  heaten  loaf  in   England  ;  fowls  and 
pork  are  tolerably  good  and  alfo  reafonable ;  the 
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turkeys  and  quails  are  however  the  bed  of  the 
feathered  tribe.  The  malt  liquor  is  very  little 
in  ufe,  and  is  intolerable;  this  is  what  we  En- 
glifhmen  mifs  the  moft  of  any  thing,  good  por- 
ter is  nearly  as  dear  as  wine  in  England.  There 
is  a  brewery  now  building  in  this  place  upon  a 
fmall  fcale,  but  I  believe  it  will  be  laro-e  enough 
for  the  confumption,  as  the  Americans  have 
no  relifli  for  malt  liquor,  and  indeed  the  climate 
does  not  feem  adapted  for  it. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  tell  you  relpedling 
Washington,  only  it  goes  on  rather  worle 
than  better;  moft  of  the  emigrants  who  land  in 
Virginia  viHt  this  city  with  the  fame  venera- 
tion, as  the  religious  mulTelman  does  the  holy 
City  of  Mecca,  but  do  not  receive  quite  the 
fame  gratification  upon  returning  from  it.  I 
have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  gain  a  fight  of  the 
great  personage  whofe  name  it  bears,  and 
even  to  converfe  familiarly  with  his  excel- 
lency; he  appears  to  have  a  deal  of  the  milk  of 
human  kindnefs  in  his  compofition,  and  to  be 
a  man  of  a  benevolent  difpolition,  and  philan- 
thropic turn  of  mind,  which  cannot  be  faid  of 
one  of  ten  thouland  of  his  countrymen  ;  he  re- 
ceived me  with  all  the  complacency  of  a  friend^ 
and  with  none  of  the  difgufting  hauteur  of  a  fu- 
perior.*  His  principal  aim  fcems  to  be  infor- 
mation 

*  The  charafter  of  General  Wafhington  has  been  fo  juft- 
ly  the  fubje£t  of  European  panegyric,  that  any  tribute  of 
?pplaufc  from  the  editor  of  this  publication  would  be  fupcr- 

fluou& 
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jnation,  which  he  is  eager  to  obtain,  even  from 
perfons  in  my  humble  fphere.  After  fuch  an 
honour,  you  will  imagine  I  mull  be  charmed  at 
my  condition,  but  the  reverfe  is  the  cale,  and 
if  the  circumftances  with  which  you  are  well  ac- 
quainted, were  removed  I  fhould  not  be  long 
out  of  old  England.' 

We  are  told  this  is  the  land  of  liberty^ 
^nd  we  oiay  juft  the  fame  call  an  ugly  woman 
handforne,  becaufe  fhe  has  an  elegant  attire,  and 
an  enibeliifhed  veil  over  her  face,  but  when  the 
veil  is  removed,  we  behold  our  miftake,  and  are 
convinced  of  her  deformij^y  ;  juft  the  fjime  is  it 
with  regard  to  this  land  of  freedom,  when  we 

fluous  and  jejune.     He  cannot  however  fupprefs  one  re- 
mark which  thlsartlefs  narration  naturally  fuggefts.     The 
fplendor  of  extraordinary   talent  like  the  horizontal  beams 
of  the  fetting   iun,  appears   generally   more  exten five  the 
lefs  diftjnttly  it  is  viewed — Diftancein  thisrefpeft  magnifies, 
and  many  a  charafter  whom  the  world  has  celebrated  for  a 
Jegiflator,  a  ftatefman,  or  a    hero,  has  been  regarded  as  a 
mere  epheraeron,  by  thofe  who   had  opportunities  of  his 
intimate  acquaintance.  Washington  ftands  almoft  alone, 
a  glorious  exception  to   this  general  truth.     His  virtues, 
founded  upon  the  folid  bafis  of  a  gopd  heart  and  a  found 
judgment,  are   equally    the  ornament  of   his  private,    as 
well   as  hi§   public    ftation.     Integrity  and    benevolence 
(to  turn  an  expreflion  of  Cicero's)  rufticate,  domeftieate 
and  ruralize  with  him,  and   whether   we   hear  his  praifc 
from  a  philojophcr  or  a  merchant,  a  politician  or  a  mechanic^ 
^e  view  him  ftill  a  firm  pillar  of  h^man  virtue,  ikG]Atlas  qf 
^Jip  weilern  continent, 

h-°ar 
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hear  the  diftrefling  Cries  of  the  wretch  whofe  only 
misfortune  is  to  differ  from  us  in  colour,  fmart-i 
ing  under  the  lafh  of  the  cruel  planter  or  hi« 
more  cruel  oveileer.  My  heart  has  bled  many 
a  time  at  thi^  mocking  fight,  and  inffead  of  fan"^ 
eying  myfclf  in  a  land  of  liberty,  I  have 
imagined  I  was  in  a  land  of  he  11  ifh  tyranny.  The 
veflel  is  momently  expected  to  fail,  and  my  pa- 
per is  almoft  full.  Do  not  write  to  me  here 
again,  as  I  mean  to  go  to  New  York  in  the  courle 
of  a  month,  and  will  then  write  you  a  diredlion. 
My  heart  is  with  you,  remember  me  to  all  friendsi 
and  let  me  remain 

your  unfortunate  friend, 

J.  O. 


....JU 


LETTER    Xlli. 

Mom  another  master  painter, 

Annapolis^  Maryland,  Dec.  6y  I'J^S^ 
Dear  Sir, 

It  is  with  extreme  pleafure  I  am  favoured  by. 
a  perfon  now  on  his  return  to  England,  of 
once  more  communicating  with  you.  You  will 
doubtlefs  be  much  furprifed  at  my  being  at  this 
CITY,  but  that  furprife  will  ceale,  when  you 
confider  the  annexed  particulars :  To  be  brief 
then,  I  have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  be  engaged 

hy 
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by  a  gentleman  tocompleat  a  large  job  for  him, 
at  the  rate  o^  two  dollars  per  day  in  ready  fpecie, 
which  is  worth  at  lead  half  a  dollar  more;  my 
employer,  as  is  ufual  in  this  country,  furnifhes 
his  own  colours,  and  even  the  pots  and  bruJJies, 
fo  that  I  have  nothing  elfe  to  find  but  my  la- 
bour. After  I  have  finifhed  this  engagement, 
which  will  be  in  about  three  months,  I  return 
to  my  family  at  George  Town,  and  from  thence^ 
(God  willing)  with  a  joyous  heart  to  Britain  as 
fpeedy  as  pofTible,  perfedlly  cured  of  my  Ameri- 
can freaks.  My  dear  wife  by  her  induftry  has 
been  of  infinite  fervice  to  her  family  j  you  know 
fhe  is  an  expert  mantua-maker,  and  in  that  em- 
ploy, has  almoft  maintained  herfelf  and  little 
ones,  fince  my  departure  to  this  job.  This  place 
is  the  CAPITOL  of  Maryland,  and  is  fituated 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Severn ;  the  number 
of  houfes  it  contains,  does  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  the  moft  of  which  are  meanly 
built,  and  as  meanly  finifhed.  The  ftreets  are 
the  mod  filthy  I  ever  beheld,  which  in  my  opi- 
nion muft  give  rife  to  many  diforders.  The 
generality  of  the  inhabitants  are  very  imperioas 
in  their  behaviour  to  their  inferiors,  and  have 
none  of  that  open  franknefs  in  them,  which  is 
the  charadleriftic  of  our  country  people  ;  for  the 
continual  domineering  manner  in  which  they  are 
ufed  to  treat  t\i(tuneg7'oes,  feems  to  have  become 
habitual,  and  never  fails  to  render  their  carriage 

to 
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to  the  European  flranger  offenfive  and  almoft 
infiiltin  ;-.  Every  article  of  provifions  at  Anna'^ 
polls  is  equally  dear  with  the  other  parts  of 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  which  I  mentioned  in 
my  former  letters,  and  alfo  equally  indifferent* 
It  ill  becomes  a  perfon  like  myfelf,  who  had  the 
mod  genuine  defcriptions  ?;nd  future  prolpefts 
of  fuch  an  undertaking  pointed  me  out,  to  com- 
plain of  fuftaining  hardfhips  and  difficulties, 
yet  notwithftanding  this,  it  is  my  bounden  duty 
to  point  out  to  others  the  dangerous  quick-fand 
I  have  been  almoft  wrecked  upon  by  my  own 
obftinacy  and  imprudence.  I  attach  blame  to 
no  perfon  for  perfuading  me  to  undertake  a 
voyage  to  this  continent,  on  the  contrary  I  con- 
fefs  I  was  guarded  againft  fuch  raflinefs,  and 
what  myfelf  and  family  have  fuffered,  has  been 
the  refult  of  my  own  headftrong  difpofuion:  it 
is  truly  faid,  **  an  obftinate  temper  will  never 
want  woe,"  and  fuch  has  been  my  experiencCi 
When  I  left  George-town,  moft  of  our  country-» 
men  were  in  my  opinion,  and  thofe  who  had  it 
in  their  power  "wcrQ  preparing  to  return  (like  the 
children  of  Ifrael  from  Babylon  up  to  Jerufa- 
lem)  back  to  their  native  country. 

Great  ficknefs  has  prevailed  this  feafon  in 
Virginia  and  Maryland,  and  over  the  whole 
continent,  I  am  informed  in  Nkw  York  alone 
upwards  o{ four  thoufand  fouls  have  been  called 
from  time  into  iternity  by  the  yellow  fever.   The 
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Lord  has  been  gracious  above  comprehenfion 
to  a  **  dog's  head"  like  myfelf,  and  hitherto  I 
am  a  "  Jcape  goat^'  referved  for  his  future  wife 
purpofes  ;  give  him  praife,  Ol  my  foul,  for  all 
my  family  have  to    return  thanks  for  being  fo 
highly  favoured.     Bradley  the  bricklayer  was 
very  ill  when  I  lafl  vifited  Alexandria,   which 
affli6lioji  had  very  much  deranged  his  v^orldly 
concerns,  it  was  truly  lamentable  to  witnefs  the 
pitiable  condition  of  his  poor  wife  upon  this 
account,  and  to  hear  her  ardent  wifhes  for  a 
fafe  return,  but  this  cannot  be.     Young  S.  M» 
is  no  more,   he  was  fnatched  away  the  begin- 
ning of  September,  his  death  was  occafioned  by 
x\iQjlux  and  fever y  \i\\ich.  foon   terminated  his 
cxiften<:e.     He  was  employed  at  the  federal 
CITY,  where  he  firft  took  ilF,  but  came  over  ta 
Alexandria,  where  he  died.     He  is  buried  at 
the  Epifcopalian  church,  and  was  interred  in  a 
mahogany  coffin \ii\i\i   fuitable   appendages;  his 
funeral  was  conduced  by  his  friend  Bogue,  to 
whom  he  has  left  the  care  of  his  ejffe8rs,   which 
will  fetch  a  confiderable   fum,  as   his^  cheft  of 
tools,  wearing  apparel,  books,  watches^  &c.  &c. 
which  I  know  he  was  poffeffed  of,  will  fell  at  a^ 
confiderable   advance -in  Alexandria.     It  is  a 
very  fortunate  circumftance  for  his  friends,  that 
his  efFefts.have  fallen  into  the   hands  of  fuch  a 
worthy  charaQer  as  Mr.  Bogue,  aS' I  am  confi-- 
dent  he  -will  make  the  befl  of  them ^  and  render  his 

relatives- 


OR,  A  FEW  HINTS,  Sec.  itt 

relatives  a  very  faithful  account,  I  have  fre- 
quently experienced  great  pleafurc in  this  young 
man's  company,  for  his  civil,  inoffenfive  and 
obliging  behaviour,juftly  made  him  reputed  by 
all  his  acquaintance. 

The  only  Englifhman  with  whom  I  am  ac- 
quainted, that  is  likely  to  receive  any  benefit 
by  coming  to  America,  is  a  Mr.  Webb,  who 
anded  in  June  laft.  Setting  alidc  the  intem- 
perance of  the  climate,  his  change  of  fituation 
has  infinitely  been  for  the  better,  for  his  rela- 
tions are  fome  ot  the  moft  opulent  people  in 
Virginia,  and  are  anxious  to  promote  his  wel- 
fare ;  they  have  already  given  him  land^  and  pro- 
mife  to  build  him  an  houfe  as  fpeedy  as  poffible ; 
at  prelent  he  has  little  elfe  to  do  but  amufe  him- 
felf  with  riding  about  the  country  like  a  gen- 
tleman. Moft  of  our  country  people  who  have 
not  ran  away  Jor  crimes,  fing  the  fame  fong, 
which  is.  the  ardent  defireof  a  fpeedy  return  to 
old  England. 

You  will  remember  when  I  was  in  London, 
how  I  ufed  to  talk  about  slavery,  but  (ince 
I  have  been  in  this  country,  I  have  experienced 
that  I  did  not  underftand  what  slavery  was, 
at  the  time  I  made  fuch  a  ftir  about  it.  In 
America  I  have  been  taught  what  slavery  is, 
for  if  you  pofTibly  could  witnefs  the  brutal  bar- 
barity of  the  Americans  of  both  fexes,  to  their 

negr0 


122  LOOK  BEFORE  VOU  LEAP; 

negrojlaves  and  European  apprentices^  -fo  far  from' 
thinking  yourfelf  in  2ijree  country,  you  would 
readily  be  led  to  imagine  you  had  been  taken 
prifoner  by  the  Algerines,  and  was  in  the 
territories  of  their  Dey.  May  the  Lord  fpeedily 
deliver  me  from  fuch  friends  in  human  fhape, 
for  I  am  certain  a  judgment  muft  await  their 
diabolical  practices. 

Since  I  have  fet  down  to  write,  I  have  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  my  fpoufe,  which  contains 
the  pleafing  information  of  her  and  my  babes 
health  and  welfare;  my  heart  is  with  them.  If 
by  chance  you  ftiould  hear  of  a  fituation  which 
you  think  may  fuitme,  I  appeal  to  your  friend- 
Ihip  (which  I  havefo  often  experienced)  in  fe- 
curing  it  againft  my  arrival  home.  By  divine 
permiffion,  I  intend  being  in  London  fome  time 
in  the  enfuing  autumn^  fo  I  hope  you  will  not 
forget 

*'  A  poor  returning  prodigal  quite  tame, 

*'  And  tho'  you'll  fcarcely  think  lifullofjhamu*' 

for  being  fuch  a  blockhead  as  to  quit  a  good 
eftablifhment,  and  extenfive  connection,  to  be- 
come an  ow^c^/Z  upon  this  comfortlefs  continent. 
Since  I  have  been  at  Annapolis,  I  have  fre^ 
quently  converfed  with  a  rambling  taylor^  who 
has  lately  been  in  New  York,  he  came  from 
England  two  years  fince,  pretty  decent,  but  now 
IS  i»  miferable  plight.     He  informs  me  trade  is 

b7 
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by  no  means  fo  flourifhing  in  that  city  as  it  has 
been  reprefenteci,  and  very  few  of  our  country- 
men get  on,  who  have  not  taken  the  precaution 
to  bring  plenty  o/ca/Ii  over  with  them. 

He  has  been  much  in  the  company  of  one 
LovETT  ahair-drefler,  who  was  confined  fome 
time  in  the  Tower  of  London,  for  high  trea/on. 
He  and  family  arrived  in  the  Minerva,  about 
September  laft,  but  like  moft  of  our  country- 
men, who  with  little  money,  and  very  fanguine 
expeQations  come  to  America.  I  am  informed 
he  is  much  chagrined  and  fruflrated  in  his  views: 
likemany  other  unthinking  filly  people,  he  came 
over  on  thejarming  plan,  but  being  foon  con- 
vinced of  its  impra6licability,  hehas  neceffarily 
abandoned  that  fcheme,  and  now  means  to  fol- 
low his  profeffion  as  a  hair-drejfer,  in  which  for 
his  family  s  Jake,  I  hope  he  will  fucceed.  De^ 
mocrats  are  he'd  in  no  efteem  in  America,  not- 
withftanding  the  form  o{ government  is  called ^577^0- 
craticalfZnd.  perfons  of  that  defcription  willfind 
their  account  in  keeping  quiet  tongues  here  : 
for  1  can  affure  you  the  majority  of  the  Ame- 
ricans are  by  no  means  advocates  for  a  pra6ti- 
cal  diffemination  of  fuch  principles;*  which  at 

the 

♦  The  writer  of  this  letter  was,  as  we  believe,  princi- 
pally induced  to  quit  his  native  fhore,  from  a  predileftion 
for  certain  political  opinions,  which  at  prefent  {ubje6t  the 
holdejrs  of  them  to  pain  and  perfecution,  and  are  not  re- 
ceived 
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the  firfl:  point  of  view  may  appear  fomewbatpa- 
ix)doxical ;  but  when  the  relationQiip  in  which 
the  generality  of  them  Hand  as  proprietors  of> 
and  dealers  in  human  blood,  is  flridtly  corifidered^ 
I  apprehend  it  not  be  wondered  at  hi  the  leaft ; 

and 

tcived  with  that  general   avidity  which  fanguine  iitiagina* 
tions  would  ardently  anticipate.  The  queflion  of  propriety 
as  far  as  thofe  political  tenets  are  concerned,  we  leave  for* 
the  impartial  refle£lion  of  every  fobermindcd  man,  nor  will 
tie  rifk  the  impartiality  of  this  work,  by  deciding  on  their 
merits — but  to  prove  to  thofe  well-meaning,  though  cer-s 
tainly  far  too  fanguine  characters  who^  haflily  embrace  thtf 
projeft  of  emigration,  as  a  fure  mean  of  enjoying  political 
liberty,  that  even  in   that  boafted  land  of  liberty,  demo* 
cratic  fentiments  are  ©"ppreffed  and  perfe'cuted,  that  free, 
dom  of  difcuftion   is  (hackled  and  fettered  by  the  fear  of 
profecution  on  the  part  of  government,  and  that  the  fame 
complaints  of  reftraint  are  re-echoed  by  tht  fufering  demo* 
crats  from  thefhores  of  the  Atlantic,  which  affail  the  pubw 
lie  ear  in  the  bofom  of  Britain,    we  think  proper  to  infert 
forae  feleft  paflages  from  the  preface  of  a  democratic  pro- 
duftion,  printed   at   Philadelphia  in    1795,    and  entitled 
Arijtocracy,  an  epic  poem.     The  Work  in  queflion  isario. 
nymous,  the  author  having,  as  we  fuppofe  from  fear  conf* 
cealed  his  name,  and  neither  printer  nor  publifher's  addreft 
is  affixed — it  appears  therefore  to  have  been  intended  for 
private  diftribution^  in  the  political focietics*    The   poetry  is 
excellent,  the  fubjeQ:  the  league  of  anftocTOcy  (figured  underl 
the  perfon  of  Ariftus^  fuppofed  to  be. George  Wafliingtony 
zoifh  the  pcwers  of  hell  to  crufh  the  infant  liberties  of  Antericch 
The  publifher  once  thought  of  inferting  fome  extra6ts,  but 
has  it  now   in  contemplation  to  print  it  entire  with  obfer-' 
tations,  &c,  &c,- 
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I  and  is  a  natural  confcquence  rcfulting  from 
fuch  cuflomary  abominations.     In  mod  parrs  cf 

^  this  continent  nothing  is  fo  frequent  as  to  fee 
the  human  fjpecies  advertifed  for  lale  in  the  'f)iiblic 
papers,  and  further  to  witnefs  them  luii'cring  : 

the 

1^  "  At  a  time  like  the  prefent,  when  the  liberties  of  the  pto* 
pit  art  in  danger  \  when  the  executive  and  Icgiflative  pow^ 
ers  have  united  to  denounce  the  popular  societies  ;  and 
when  there  is  great  reafon  to  fear  that  the  fupinenefs  of  the 
'  friends  of  liberty  will  enable  its  enemies  to  accotpplifh  its 
de(lru6lion '.  it  behoves  every  lover  of  his  country,  every 
advocate  for  the  eqtial  rights  of  mant  to  awake  from  the 
dream  of  delufive  leeuiity,  and  e^ert  every  energy  of  his 
nature,  to  gn/j^A^rn  and  preferve  his  fellow-ciLizens. 

The  DEMOCRATIC  sojEi£Ti£S  have  beeji  ftign^atized  with 
the  opprobrious  epithets  oianarchifts  and  dijorganiurs }  they 
hav«  been  loudly  rated  as  wanting  in  political  knowledge^  and 
deftitute  of  integrity  !  and  the  public  has  been  earneftly 
called  upon,  not  to  confider  them  with  the  eye  of  fiicndli- 
nefs  and  approbation,  but  with  the  determined  frown  of 
Indignation  and  contempt. 

An  enquiry  naturally  arifes  here — What  have  thefe  peo- 
ple done?  \\  J)  ere  fore  are  we  required  to  Tulpefl  or  deteft 
them  ?  It  would  be  out  oF  place,  were  1  here  to  enter  into 
a  formal  j unification  of  their  principle.^  and  conduft  ;  nei. 
ther  do  I  defign  it.  It  muft  be  left  to  time,  and  to  the  un- 
biaffcd judgment  of  future  generations,  to  determine  can- 
didly on  this  great  queftion. 

But  whether  the  democratic  focieties  have,  or  have  not 

been  fuccefsful  in  the  demonftration  ;  there  can  be  no  doubt 

in  the  mind  of  every  intelligent  obferver  of  the  condition 

of  our  country,  that  a  dangerous  coalition  exilts  {adively,  if 

^  }\ot/orm(!tlfy)  to  dcftroy  the  ^encr^l  infiuence  of  the  people ; 
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the  mod  cruel  tortures  that  the  mod  devilijh 
imagination  could  invent,  and  that  without  even 
railing  the  leaft  emotion  ;  or  touching  in  the 
flighteft  degree  the  fympathy  of  the  fofur  fex. 
Indeed  to  fpeak  the  truth  of  the  latter  (though 

it 

or,  at  leaft,  fo  to  modify  it,  as  may  be  moft  advantageous 
to  the  perfonal aggrandifement  of  the  coalition," 

After  remarking  the  attempt  of  Britain  to  fubjugate  Ame- 
rica, the  author  proceeds. 

"  It  might  be  dangerous^  and  it  certainly  would  be  imprw 
dent,  to  develope  the  fecrets  of  all  fucceeding  attempts. 
Thefe  fortunately  for  America,  have  hitherto  failed  of  fuc- 
cefs.  God  grant  that  all  future  fimilar  defigns  may  be 
equally  ineffeftual !  The  fureft  means  of  caufing  them  to  be 
fo,  is  early  to  alarm  the  public  mind  concerning  all  men 
and  all  motions  which  appear  to  aim  at  the  eftablifhment 
of  an  undue  influence  in  the  hands  of  any  particular  de- 
fcription  of  citizens ;  and  (the  honourable  legiflator  will 
pardon  me  if  I  mifapply  his  words)  "  gibbet  them  to  puplic 
deteftination,"  This  is  the  more  neceffary,  as  it  is  impoffible 
to  determine  to  what  exceffes  even  that  alTumption  of  pow- 
er, which  is  apparently  moft  innocent,  may  lead  thofe  who 
exercife  it ;  and,  as  there  is  reafon  to  fear,  there  are  thofe  in 
exalted  /cations  who  would  gladly  fing  «»  the  ditty  of  repub- 
licanifm,"  in  derifion,  at  the  funeral  of  libeutt. 

The  publication  of  this  poem,  at  this  time  appeared  to 
me  to  promifefome  advantage  to  the  general  caufe  of  liberty. 
It  may  ferve  to  "  countera6l  ccrt?dn  potitical  here/tes,"-^! 
repeat  it  again,  "  certain  political  herefies — which  "  have 
fprung  up  among  us.'*  And  it  may  excite  them  to  a  re- 
coUedion,  that  aristocract  has  ever  impofed  itfelf  upon 
the  necks  of  all  former  republics,  till,  by  its  increafmg 

weight. 
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it  may  be  fomewhat  ungallant)  in  cruelty  to 
their  flaves,  they  far  exceed  the  moft  fanguine 
of  the  men. 

All  this  is  pradlifed  in  what  is  termed  the 
LAND  or  LIBERTY,  I  fuppofe  from  what  I 
have  repeatedly  written,  you  will  not  be  for- 
ward to  come  and  partake  of  its  bleflings,  and 
pay  me  a  friendly  vifit :  Indeed,  if  you  take 
fuch  a  refolution  into  your  head,  I  am  deter- 
mined not  to  be  here  to  receive  you  ;  for  by  the 
time  you  will  be  able  to  arrive,  I  hope  to  have 
fet  out  upon  my  return.  Here  is  much  talk  in 
this  land  (would  you  believe  it)  about  the  Gofpch 
but  alas!  it  is  *^  good  tidings'*  to  very  few,  yet 
many  have  the  form  without  experiencing  the 
power.  Very  few  faithful  mejfengcrs  to  be  met 
with,  but  plenty  offelftaught  blind  guides  ;  mi- 
ferable  work  when  the  *'  blind  lead  the  blind/*  the 
voice  of  the  turtle  is  feldom  to  be  heard,  though 
the  deceitful   cry  of  the  crocodile  is  very  loud.* 

weight,  it  has  funk  them  to  flavery  ;  and  roufe  into  aflion 
that  energy  of  Freemen,  always  fuperior  to  the  force  of 
OppreiTion." 

The  paffages  in  the  body  of  the  fentences,  between  in- 
vetted  commas,  are  fuppofed  to  be  parts  of  the  prefident's 
fpeech  traveftied — and  from  this  circumftance  as  well  as 
the  tenor  of  the  whole,  the  Englifti  demociat  will  furely 
paufe,  and  not  fuppole  that  on  tiie  American  continent, 
liberty  and  democracy  are  the  order  of  the  day. 

♦  The  author  of  the  above  letter  was  one  of  the  Reverend 
W.  Huntingdon's  communion. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  is  fo  common  with  thofe  poor  creatures. 
who  have  been  difappointed  in  their  expedlati- 
ons,  to  combine  together,  and  write  flattering 
accounts,  as  a  means  to  induce  others  to  fall  into 
the  fame  fnare,  and  as  foon  as  they  are  taken  in 
the  toil  (like  Satan)  their  feducer  tauntingly, 
jeers  them  for  their  folly. 

This  is  awful  work,  but  I  have  fcen  much  of 
it,  and  have  feverely  reprehended  fuch  perfons 
whom  1  have  known  guilty  of  thefe  practices. 
1  once  again  requeft  you  to  tell  any  perlon  you 
chance  to  hear  anxious  to  vifit  this  continent  to  be 
cxtremelv  careful  how  they  make  fuch  a  venture, 
or  they  will  repent  it,  perhaps,  when  too  late, 
jiappinefs  is  no  more  to  be  found  here  than  in 
Europe  :  and  the  comforts  of  focial  life  bear  no 
comparifon  to  thofe  which  it  is  in  the  power  of 
our  own  country  to  beftow,  which  in  my  opinion, 
to  know  how  fufficienly  to  prize,  let  any  perfon 
make  a  voyage  to  the  American  continent^  and 
then  he  will  be  fully  accomplifhed  to  draw  the 
companfen.  Greet  all  my  brethren  in  the  Faith,  ex- 
cufe  my  prolixity;  put  up  your  fupplications  to 
the  throne  of  Grace  for  my  fale  return.  Suffer  me 
to  remain  in  the  catalogue  of  your  friends  and  I 
conclude  with  prayers  for  your  welfare,  both  in 
iody  andfpirit, 

your  afFedlionate  friend, 

G.    M. 
THE 
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THE  following  letter  is  the  produdllon  of  a 
literary  gentleman  who  carefully  (ludied  during 
his  refidence  at  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  not 
merely  the  manners  and  charader  of  the 
Americans,  but  the  prefent  effeds,  and  probable 
confequences  of  their  form  of  government  upon 
the  general  ftate  of  fociety.  For  this  ftudy,  the 
writer  was  eminently  qualified  by  a  previous  in- 
vefligation  of  the  bed  efteemed  political  pro- 
dudlions  of  Europe,  a  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  mofl  approved  theoretical  and  fyftematic 
writers  on  government,  an  intimate  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  laws  and  conftitution  of 
England.  In  this  letter,  the  refult  of  precife 
obfervation,  will  be  found  many  ideas  upon  the 
Political  Oeconomy  of  the  United  States, 
which  have  never  yet  engaged  public  attention ; 
many  truths  are  darted  which  to  fome  may  ap- 
pear too  bold,  and  to  others  premature  5  and 
many  fpeculations  are  pointed  t)ut,  upon  which 
the  contemplative  Politician  and  candid  Philofopher 
may  exerciie  their  judgement  in  a  manner  novel* 
important  and  interefting.  The  (late  of  America 
is  becoming  every  day  more  and  more  of  confe- 
quence  to  the  politics  of  Europe  ;  her  fituation 
with  regard  to  feveral  European  Courts,  and 
to  Spain  in  particular,  will  daily  attrad  more  of 
public  obfervation;  and  therefore  the  publifher 
has  added  this  letter,   though  rather  of  a  different 

I  caft 


I30    LOOK  BEFORE  YOU  LEAP; 

caft  to  the  preceding,  for  the  purpofe  of  deve- 
loping her  interefls,  charader,  ftrength  and  poli- 
tical MOMENTUM. 

In  this  letter,  a  very  general  error  is  refuted  of 
calculating  the  riling  profperity  of  a  nation  by  the 
increafe  of  its  population  ;  and  the  fentiments 
upon  that  head,  drawn  from  the  local  fituation 
and  prefent  circumftances  of  the  American 
Continent,  place  the  fubjedb  entirely  in  a  new 
and  ftriking  point  of  view. 

The  impolicy  alfo  as  well  as  impraBicabllity  of 
any  attempts  of  American  Legislature  to 
force  manufaflures  under  fo  rnany  local  difad- 
vantages,  is  clearly  and  ably  demonftrated  :  and 
the  neceffity  of  their  dependance  upon  Europe 
for  many  of  the  neceflaries,  and  all  the  conveni- 
ences of  life,  together  with  the  probable  confe- 
quences  thence  refuiting,  is  fo  evidently  ex- 
emplified, that  the  political  anatomy  of  Ameriga 
could  not  be  executed  with  more  propriety  and 
juftice. 

The    Author,   who  is   now  on   his  return    to 

England,  by  a   fubfequent   letter,    informs  his 

friends,  that  he  has  in  his  poiTeflion,  copies  of  fome 

original  letters,  written  by  an  Indian  Chief  o^  the 

Seneka  nation,  during  his  refidence  in  England, 

in  the  year  1793,  which  contain  reni^rks  fuppofed 

to  exhibit  the  progrefs  of  fociety  and  government 

in  a  novel  and  attra6live  light.       He  intends,    on 

his  arrival,  to  prefent  them  to  the  public  as  fpeedy 

as  pofTible. 

LETTER 
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LETTER    XIV. 

From  a  Gentleman  who  went  over  to  in- 
vest HIS  Property  in  American  Lands, 
&c.  &c. 

Philadelphia  y  March  6,  1795. 
Dear  Friend, 

AS  you  wifli  to  be  Informed  with  candour  and 
impartiality  of  the  encouragement  which 
this  country  holds  out  to  an  European,  who 
comes  as  a  fettled  charadler,  and  not  as  a  mere 
adventurer,  who  is  a  friend  to  national  freedom,  as 
compatible  with  national  energy  and  profperity, 
and  confident  with  individual  comfort  and  hap- 
plnefs  y  I  fliall  not  hefitate  to  declare,  that  in- 
dependent of  the  climate,  which  I  have  already 
informed  you,  has  not  agreed  with  me,  there  hxf\ 
other  circumftances,  naturally  connefled  with  the 
exijHng  ftate  of  things  in  this  country,  which  have 
determined  me  to  return, 

I  am  too  well  acquainted  with  your  fanguinc 
difpofition,  not  to  know,  that  you  would  emigrate 
to  America,  prepoffelTed  with  the  moll  enthu- 
fiaftic  notions  of  the  dignity  and  liberality  of  the 
Republican  Character;  but,  my  friend ^ 
what  would  be  your  difappointment,  when  inftead 
of  a  noble  franknefs  of  difpofition,  and  an  un- 
StfTumlng   fimplicity   of  manners,  you   could  dif- 

I  2  cover 
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coyer  nothing  but  an  arrogant  and  proud  inde- 
pendance,  unconfcious  of  the  fofter  duties  of  focial 
life,  and  a  flranger  to  that  mutual  interchange 
of  good  offices,  which  is  the  true  criterion  of 
general  benevolence  and  urbanity  ?  What  would 
be  your  feelings,  when  inftead  of  republican 
liberahty,  you  found  the  American  charader- 
iftic,  was  a  cunning  and  artful  dupHcity,  ready 
and  eager  to  prey  upon  the  deluded  ftranger,  who 
relying  on  the  aflertion  of  their  refpedtable 
President  Washington,  is  difpofed  toconfider 
their  country  as  an  Asylum  for  the  unfortunate 
of  every  nation  ?  You,  who  when  we  were  together 
at  fchool,  read  with  fo  much  avidity  and  dehghf, 
the  lives,  fentiments,  and  adiions  of  the  Heroes 
and  Philosophers  of  Antiquity,  and  imbibed 
from  the  venerable  fource  of  ancient  literature,  all 
the  enthufiafm  of  the  Amor  Patriae,  would  be 
much  difappointed,  to  find  that  in  this  country, 
it  rifes  no  his:her  than  a  contraded  and  illiberal 
nationality,  founded  upon  an  ignorance  of  other 
countries,  and  a  prejudice  in  favour  of  their  own. 

Come  then,  my  friend^  come  if  you  have  loft  all 
relilh  for  the  elegant  amufements  and  pleafures  of 
civilized  fociety ;  if  you  can  refign  without  regret, 
the  converfe  of  men  of  refined  intelleA  and  ex- 
tenfive  knowledge;  if  you  can  leave  the  blooming 
beauties  of  your  native  foil  for.  the  Jickening  ioothlejs 
dames  of  this  country,  come  here,  and  thou  mayeft 
indulge  thy  cynical  humouTy   and  give  full   flow  to 
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'  tby  Biogenic  vein,  by  communing  with  the 
woods  and  waters,  and  the  equally  fenfelefs  in- 
habitants of  thefe  uncultivated  forefts. 

You  afk  me  what  prognqftic   I  can  form  of  the 
future  confequence   and   power  of  America.     If 
you   confider  population  as  the   balls    of  national 
profperity,  you  will  be  induced  to  fuppofe  from 
the  hyperbolical  exaggeration   of  the  increafe  of 
their  population,  that  the  American  States  are 
rapidly  advancing  to  power  and  grandeur.     You 
fhould  however  remember,  that    it   is    not  to  an 
inert   and  unproductive  population,   but   to  an 
induftry   juftiy    apphed,  and   extenfively    diflri- 
buted,  that  we  owe  the   general  diffufion  of  the 
neceflaries,  conveniences,   and  elegancies  of  life. 
But  the  new  fettlers   in  America,   being  for  the 
moft  part  deftitute  of  every  means  of  fupport,  ex- 
cept their  own  bodily  labour,  and  unable  even  to 
pay  for  their  paiTage,  are  sold  by  the  Captain  of 
the  vefTel  for  a  certain  number  of  years;  hurried 
by  a  mercenary  fpeatlator  into   the    interior  of  the 
country,  where  the  enervating  heat  of  the  climate 
in  fummer,   and   the   rigourous    feverity    of  the 
winter,  co-operating  probably  with  their  poignant 
reflexions,  and  the  abfolute  deprivation  of  every 
comfort  of  fociety^  leaves  them  alternately  the  prey 
of  cruel  treatment  and  pining  want. 

Such  citizens  (who  have  been  termed  by  one  of 
the  members  in  congrefs^  Semi-savages)  can  con- 
tribute little  to  the  power  of  the  state  ;  fecluded 
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from  focJetyj  and  as  it  were  buried   in  the  forefls 
which  furround  them,    they   live   unconfcious   of 
that  patriotifm  which  arifes  from  civil  fociety,  and 
of  courfe  remain  unintereftcd  in  the  operations  of 
the  general  government.      Their  only  objedl  is  to 
guard  themfelves   againil  the  depredations  of  the 
neighbouring  favages ;  thus  you   fee    the  interior  of 
America,  inftead  of  being  a  fource  of  wealth  and 
opulence,  is  a  gulph   which  would  fwallow  up  all 
the   population    of  the    country,    and    even    the 
multiplied  population  of  Europe,  without  adding 
to    its  ftrength  or  encreafmg  its  refources.     The 
agricultural  fyftem,  promifes  therefore  iut  a  tardy 
gratification  of  their  ambition.     Little   fpirit  of 
enterprize,  or  extended  views   of  national  policy, 
can  be  expected  from  men,  who  being  occupied  in 
the  cultivation  of  their  land,  and  feparate.d  from 
the   adive   interefts   of  fociety,    have  both  their 
views  and  their  wifhes  bounded  by  the   fingle  ob- 
je6l  of  agricultural  purfuit.' 

The  Americans  feem  therefore  inclining  to 
the  mercantile  and  manufaduring  fyftem ;  but 
befides  that  fuch  a  fyft:em  necelTarily  introduces  a 
degree  of  reciprocal  dependance,  and  neceffary 
fubordination  little  compatible  with  the  democratic 
fpirit  of  the  Americans;  they  will  alfo  experience 
the  want  of  capital  and  workmen.  It  may  per- 
haps be  faid,  thefe  defeats  will  be  fupplied  by  the 
prefent  convulfed  ftate  of  Europe;  the  profpedt 
of  peace  and  neutrality,  will  induce  merchants, 
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and  the  expedation  of  fuperior  emolument,  wili 
attradl  manufadlurers  to  fettle  In  America.  But 
it  (hould  be  recolledled,  whatever  difcontents  may 
happen  to  prevail  among  either  of  thofe  clalTes  in 
Europe,  the  Americans  have  elfedlually  Jhut 
/^^  ^oor  again  ft  their  admifiion  to  i[\\s  continent^  by 
the  late  ad  which  has  juft  pafled  congrefs  to 
efiablijh  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization. 

By  this  a(5l  every  perfon  who  wifhes  to  become 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  muft  have  refided 
five  years  within  their  territory,  and  muft  have 
declared  upon  oath  three  years  previous  to  his 
application  for  becoming  a  citizen.,  that  his  in- 
tention isfo  to  become:  he  muft  likewife  renounce 
all  Ai^legiance  to  any  Foreign  Prince,  and 
fwear  fealty  and  obedience  to  the  government  of 
the  American  States.  During^  the  time  that 
he  is  not  a  citizen,  or  as  we  may  term  it,  during 
his  probation  of  citizen/Jjip,  he  is  incapacitated 
from  holding  land,  or  other  real  ejlate,  or  being 
owner  of  an  American  bottom.  He  is  alio  incapable 
of  voting  for  a  reprcfentative  in  Congress  I  hus 
you  fee,  my  friend,  ioftead  of  that  ingenuous  fpirit 
of  public  policy,  and  national  difintereftednefs 
which  you  might  expcd  to  be  the  charaAeriftic  of 
reprefentative  g()vernment,  by  this  law,  every 
emigrant  who  brings  property  v.ith  him,  intending 
either  to  commence  land-holder  or  iliip-owntr,  is 
prevented  from  a  fair  chance  ol  em}>loying  hi^ 
capital,  and  fubjeded  to  the  avarice  or  intolerance 
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of  American  merchants  and  land  -  owners. 
Whether  in  this  meafure,  pride  or  folly  mofl  pre- 
dominate, I  chufe  not  to  decide:  the  law  itfelf  re- 
mains a  lafting  monument  of  the  illiberal,  con- 
tracted, and  felfifh  views  of  its  promulgators ; 
who,  inveighing  againft  all  diflindtions  and  ex- 
clufive  privileges  in  fociety,  eftablifli  both  the  one 
and  the  other  for  themfelves  by  thi^  meafure  ;  and 
too  poor  or  too  weak  to  be  of  confequence  by 
themfelves,  are  too  proud,  or  too  interefted  to  re. 
ceive  affiftance  from  others.  Upon  fuch  narrow 
and  mifhapen  policy,  is  it  polTible  the  Federal 
Government  can  long  exift  ? 

But  fuppofing  capital  and  workmen  to  be  pro- 
cured, it  would  be  long  before  America  could 
bring  her  manufadlures  to  market  upon  equal 
ierms  with  thofe  nations  where  manufa(5lories  have 
long  been  eftablifhed  :  for  where  manufadlures 
have  been  longeft  eflabliflied,  there  will  they,  in 
the  natural  order  of  things,  be  produced  the 
cheapefl.  It  may  be  faid,  there  are  ways  to  be 
adopted  by  a  wife  legiilature  of  forcing  manu- 
fadlures,  and  of  bringing  them  to  an  early  matu- 
ration much  fooner  than  the  common  courfe  of 
commercial  events  in  general  indicates.  But  the 
only  means  America  can  refort  to,  to  produce 
this  defireable  end,  are  either  totally  to  prohibit 
foreign  manufadures,  or  to  deprefs  them  by  fuch 
heavy  duties  as  may  amount  to  a  prohibition;  in 
addition  to  this  it  will  be  neceffary  alfo  to  grant 
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great  premiums  to  home  manufadures,  a  fyflem 
of  policy  which  generally  produces  confequences 
far  from  favourable  to  the  profperity  of  a  nation, 
Befides,  their  imports  form  almoft  the  only  fource 
of  American  revenue:  and  it  is  greatly  to  be 
apprehended  that  the  people  would  not  bear  a 
dired  taxation.  It  is  therefore  evident,  prohi- 
bition of  foreign  and  high  premium  given  to  home 
manufadure,  is  a  fyftem  incompatible  with  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  United  States ;  and  when  we 
alfo  confider  that  this  policy  would  alfo  deftroy,  in 
great  meafure,  their  European  carrying  trade, 
which  is  a  principal  part  of  their  prefent  com- 
merce, it  requires  not  a  fpirit  of  prophecy  to 
divine  from  the  foregoing  reafons,  that  America 
mnji  long  hold  a  'very  Jtibordinate  rank  in  the  fcale  of 
nations. 

With  refped  to  the  harmony  and  permanency 
of  the  union,  I  can  only  fay,  that  as  far  as  identity 
of  national  charader  and  fimplicity  of  interefts 
are  concerned,  I  fliould  not  be  led  to  conclude 
very  favourably  of  its  durability  or  peace.  The 
manners  of  the  people  of  the  fouthern  and 
northern  fiates  are  perfedly  diflimilar :  the  one 
luxurious,  indolent  and  trifling ;  the  other,  parfi- 
monious,  induftrious  and  referved.  (I  fpeak  here 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  large  cities,  and  of  the 
old  fettlers  on  the  Atlantic  Coafl.)  From  thic 
difTimilarity  of  temper  and  charader,  naturally 
refult  two  oppofite  parties  in  the  Congrefs;  which 
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are  apparently  united  but  by  one  principle,  firm 
attachment  to  democracy  and  independence, 
originating  in  neceHity,  and  continued  by  poverty 
and  weaknefs.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter 
into  a  hiftory  of  American  parties:  it  would  be 
unentertaining  to  me  to  think,  and  ufelefs  to  you 
to  read,  upon  that  fubjed;  but  their  principles, 
charadlers  and  mutual  oppofition,  will  more  ex- 
a6tiy  be  attained,  (hould  you  be  prompted  to 
enquire  for  particulars,  by  a  regular  furvey  of  the 
great  leading  queflions  which  have  agitated 
Congrefs  fince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war,  than  by  the  loofe  fpeculations  of  a  Tingle 
individual. 

With  refped  to  the  adminlftration  of  govern- 
ment and  the  legiflation  of  America,  they  feem  to 
ad:  with  the  puerility  of  children,  fafcinated  by 
novelties,  rather  than  with  the  dignity  of  men, 
who  take  a  cool  and  extended  view  of  the  princi- 
ples of  juriiprudence,  and  adjuft  their  meafures 
by  the  equilibrium  of  political  cEcbnomy.  The 
government  too  appears  to  want  energy.  The 
jealoufy  entertained  by  the  people  of  the  growth 
of  ariftocracy,  leads  them  fometimes  to  ex- 
ceffes  little  confident  with  the  refped  due  to 
thofe  authorities  which  themfelves  have  confti- 
tuted.  In  facl,  what  Montefquieu  defcrib.es  aS 
the  corruption  of  a  democracy,  feems  nearly  ap- 
proaching here.  "  The  people  will  do  every 
thing  by    themfelves,  deliberate    for   the  fenatc, 
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execute  for  the  magiftrate,  and  difrobe  the 
judges."  Whether  the  prefent  convulfions  of 
Europe,  by  the  introdudion  and  diffenii nation  of 
the  French  theories,  will  accelerate  or  retard  this 
progreflion  of  evil,  is  a  qucflion,  which  I  leave 
for  prefent  philofophy  to  contemplate,  and  the 
experience  of  future  ages  to  determine. 

The  bounds  of  a  letter  will  not  admit  ot  my 
entering  into  more  minute  details  of  tiie  grounds 
upon  which  I  found  my  opinions.  I  can  only 
give  you  the  general  refult  of  my  obfer  vat  ions  ; 
and  without  entering  into  the  particular  views 
which  might  draw  you  here,  I  have  only  in  thefe 
fpeculations  confidered  America  as  a  political  re- 
treat for  a  refle6live  and  ingenuous  mind,  which 
fees,  or  fancies  that  it  {^cSy  a  certain  climax  of 
greatnefs  in  nations,  beyond  which  they  cannot 
rife,  and  from  which  when  once  attained,  they 
muft  inevitably  fall.  Believe  me,  with  the  fin- 
cereft  regard  for  your  happinefs  on  either 
Continent, 

Your  real  and  afFedionate  friend, 

W,  T.  C. 

IN  corroboration  of  the  remarks  contained  in 
this  letter  refpeding  the  Bill  of  Uniform  Natu- 
ralization, the  Publifher  has  deemed  it  expedient 
to  procure  and  infert  the  Bill  itfelf  at  large.  To 
thofe  who  have  ever  had,  or  now  retain  ideas  o: 
emigration,  this   Bill  muft  prove  a  confiderable 
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acquifition,  as  by  it  they  w^U  ^fee  upon  ^hat 
terms,  after  what  period,  and  in  what  ril^r^er, 
they  may  claim  the  right  of  citizendiip  in  the 
United  States.  The  reader  will  obferve  that  by 
the  third  condition  of  the  firfh  Claufe,  there  re- 
mains a  difcretionary  power  in  the  court  of  re- 
futing citizeniliip,  even  after  all  neceiTary  regula- 
tions are  complied  with,  if  they  are  not  fatisfied 
that  the  appliquant,  during  his  five  years  refi- 
dence,  has  behaved  as  a  man  of  a  good  moral  cha- 
racter, attached  to  the  principles  of  the  amjlitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  well  difpofed  to  the 
good  order  and  happinefs  of  the  fame.  This 
Claufe  is  evidently  introduced  as  a  bar  to  the 
admilTion  of  thofe  deluded  denoocrats,  who  vainly 
fancy  in  America  they  may  conceive  of  the  go- 
vernment as  they  pleafe,  and  talk  2lS  i\\ty  con- 
ceive:  there  may  be  even  in  America  fuch  cha- 
racters as  Jpies  and  informers^  and  the  publifher 
hefitates  not  to  give  it  as  his  opinion,  that  thofe 
who  in  England  have  been  violent  oppofers  of 
government,  and  are  foolifh  enough  to  declaim 
after  emigration  in  favour  of  an  equal  participa- 
tion of  rights,  and  pure  unadulterate  republi- 
canifm,  will  find  invincible  obftacles  to  their  re- 
ception as  citizens  of  America.  They  will  per- 
haps, too  late,  difcover  their  error,  and  wifh  they 
had  either  remained  in  England,  or  had  fenfe 
enough  on  the  Weftern  Continent,  to  have  made 
mum  the  order  of  the  day. 
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An  ACT  to  eftahlifh  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization  ; 
and  to  repeal  the  aH  heretofore  pajjed  on  that  fubje5i, 
"JPOR  carrying  into  complete  effeft,  the  power 
given  by  the  conftltution,  to  eftablifh  an 
uniform  rule  of  naturalization  throughout  the 
United  States  : 

Sec.  I.  BE  it  enaBed  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America^  in 
Congrefs  ajfembled^  That  any  alien,  being  a  free 
white  perfon,  may  be  admitted  to  become  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  on  the 
following  conditions,  and  not  otherwife 

Firffc.  He  (hall  have  declared  on  oath  or  af- 
firmation, before  the  fupremc.  fuperior  diftridl  or 
circuit  court  of  fome  one  of  the  States,  or  of  the 
territories  north  weft  or  fouth  of  the  river  Ohio 
or  a  circuit  or  diftridt  court,  of  the  United  States, 
three  years,  at  leaft,  before  his  admiflion,  that  it 
was,  bona  fide,  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  renounce  forever  all 
allegiance  and  fidelity  to  any  foreign  prince,  po- 
tentate, ftate  or  fovercignty  whatever,  and  par- 
ticularly by  name  the  prince,  potentate,  ftate  or 
fovereignty,  whereof  fuch  alien  may,  at  the  time 
be  a  citizen  or  fubjedl. 

Secondly.  He  il^all,  at  the  time  of  his  appli- 
cation to  be  admitted,  declare  on  oath  or  aihrma- 
tion,  before  fome  one  of  the  courts  aforefaid,  that 
he  has  efided  within  the  United  States,  five  years 
at  leaft,  and  within  the  ftate  or  territory,  where 
fuch  court  is  at  the  time  held,  one  year  at  leaft  ; 
that  he  will  fupport  theconftitution  of  the  United 
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States ;  and  that  he  doth  abfolutely  and  entirely 
renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to 
every  foreign  prince,  potentate,  flate  or  fove- 
reignty  whatever,  and  particularly  by  name,  the 
prince,  potentate,  (late  or  fovereignty,  whereof 
he  was  before  a  citizen  or  fubjedl ;  which  pro- 
ceedings, fhail  be  recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the 
court. 

Thirdly.  The  court  admitting  fuch  alien, 
(hall  be  fatisfied  that  he  has  refided  within  the 
limits  and  under  the  jurifdiction  of  the  United 
States  five  years ;  and  it  (hall  further  appear  to 
their  fatisfadtion,  that  during  that  time,  he  has 
behaved  as  a  man  of  a  good  moral  character,  at- 
tached to  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  well  difpofed  to  the  good 
order  and  happineis  of  the  fame. 

Fourthly.  In  cafe  the  alien  applying  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  citizenftiip  fliall  have  borne  any  here- 
ditary title,  or  been  of  any  of  the  orders  of  no- 
bility, in  the  kingdom  or  ftate  from  which  he 
came,  he  (hall,  in  addition  to  the  above  requi- 
fites,  make  an  exprefs  renunciation  of  his  title  or 
order  of  nobility,  in  the  court  to  which  his  appli- 
cation (liall  be  made  ;  which  renunciation  (hall  be 
recorded  in  the  faid  court. 

Sec.  2.  Provided  always^  and  he  it  further  ena6led. 
That  any  alien  now  refiding  within  the  limits  and 
under  the  jurifdidion  of  the  United  States,  may 
be  admitted  to  become  a  citizen,  on  his  declaring 
on  oath  or  affirmation,  in  fomc  one  of  the  courts 
aforefaid,  that  he  has  refided  two  years,  at  leaft, 
within  and  under  the  jurifdidion  of  the  fame, 
and  one  year,  at  leaft,  within  the  ftate  or  terri- 
tory where  fuch  court  is  at  the  time  held  :  that 
he  will   (ijpport  the   conftitution  of  the  United 
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States ;  and  that  he  doth  abfolutely  and  entirely 
renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  and  fidelity  to 
any  foreign  prince,  potentate,  (late  or  fovereignty 
whatever,  and  particularly  by  name,  the  prince, 
potentate,  (late  or  iovereignty,  whereof  he  was 
before  a  citizen  or  fubject ;  and  moreover  on  its 
appearing  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  the  court,  that 
during  the  faid  term  of  two  years,  he  has  behaved 
as  a  man  of  good  moral  character,  attached  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  United  States,  and  well  dif- 
pofed  to  the  good  order  and  happinefs  of  the 
lame  ;  and,  where  the  alien  applying  for  admif- 
fion  to  citizenfhip,  (liall  have  borne  any  here- 
ditary title,  or  been  ot  any  of  the  orders  of  no- 
bility in  the  kingdom  or  (late  from  which  he 
came,  on  his  moreover  making  in  the  court  an 
exprefs  renunciation  of  his  title  or  order  of  no- 
bility, before  he  (hall  be  entitled  to  fuch  ad- 
miflion  ;  all  of  which  proceedings,  required  in 
this  provifo  to  be  performed  in  the  court,  fhall  be 
recorded  by  the  clerk  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enauied,  That  the  chil- 
dren of  per(ons  duly  naturalized,  dwelling  within 
the  United  States,  and  being  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  at  the  time  of  fuch  naturaliza- 
tion ;  and  the  children  of  citizens  of  the  United 
Spates,  born  out  of  the  limits  and  jurildi(ftion  of 
the  United  States,  Ihall  be  confidered  as  citizens 
of  the  United  States  :  Provided,  That  the  right 
of  citizenthip  fliall  not  defcend'to  perfons,  whofe 
fathers  have  never  been  reiident  in  the  United 
States:  Provided  alfoy  That  no  perfon  heretofore 
profcribed  by  any  itate,  or  who  has  been  legally 
convicted  of  having  joined  the  army  of  Great 
Britain,  during  the  late  war,  (hail  be  admitted  a 
citizen  as   alojeiaid,  without  the  confine  of  the 

le- 
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leglllature  of  the  ftate,  in  which  fuch  perfon  was 
profcribed. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaSied,  That  the  2.8: 
intituled  "  An  ad  to  cftabHfh  an  uniform  rule 
of  naturalization/'  pafled  the  twenty-fixth  day 
of  March,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
ninety,  be,  and  the  fame  is  hereby  repealed. 

FREDERICK  AUGUSTUS  MUHLENBERG, 

Speaker  of  the  Hou/e  of  Rep  re/en  tat  i^ves* 
JOHN  ADAMS,  Vice-PreHdent  of  the  United  States, 

and  Prejident  of  the  Senate. 
Approved — January  the  twentv-ninth,   179j;- 

G°;  WASHINGTON, 

Prejident  of  the  United  States. 

And  now  having  brought  this  work  to  a  final  conclufion, 
the  Publijher  hopes  the  intelligent  and  candid  will  not  mifin- 
terpret  his  intention,  or  roif-reprefent  his  honeft  endeavour  to 
open  the  eyes  of  the  public  upon  barefaced  and  profligate 
deception.  The  information  contained  in  this  work,  how- 
ever galling  to  fome  interefted  individuals,  or  adverfe  to  the 
preconceptions  and  prejudice  of  other?,  will,  he  trulls,  be  found 
amply  ufeful  to  the  general  body  of  the  people.  Party 
may  exclaim  ;  felf  intereji  may  denounce  ;  and  prejudi  cemay 
affail ;  but  the  adamantine  Jhield  of  truth  is  impenetrable  to 
attack,  and  ihe  confidence  of  integrity  will  remain  unfhaken. 

With //?r/y,  the  Author  of  this  Publication  has  nothing 
to  do;  he  refpeds  good  men  of  every  defcription,  and  his 
exertions  are  direfted  folely  to  the  extenfion  of  truth.  He 
cannot  but  however  exprefs  one  ^vifh,  that  in  all  polemical 
difputes,  reafon  might-  have  more  influence ^  and  lefs  credit  h» 
gii'en  to  the  pajjions. 

By  the  rule  of  reafon  he  has  endeavoured  to  write,  how 
far  he  has  fucceeded  he  leaves  the  public  to  judge.  Thofe 
who  approve  of  his  production.,  and  are  friendly  to  its  principles, 
he  trufts  will  recommend  it  upon  the  fame  grounds  which 
induced  him  to  compile  it  uni'verfal  philanthropy ,  and  the 
happinefs  of  his  country.  With  the  United  States  of 
America,  he  has  no  private  quarrel;  he  refpeds '  rheir 
government,  and  admires  many  of  their  leading  charafters. 
He  alfo  loves  his  own  country,  and  is  anxious  for  its  profperity 
anvl  peace;  and  his  principal  inducement  to  complete  this 
produdlion,  was  a  firm  convidion,  that  thofe  who  entertain 
delufive  ideas  of  American  happinefs,  will  never  prove  ufe- 
ful or  patriotic  citizens  of  Britain  ;  and  that  thofe  who  after 
emigration,  experience  their  error,  and  difcover  their  de- 
lufion,  can  never  prove  ufeful  or  contented  citizens  of 
America. 

FINIS. 
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C*  iNCEthe  firft  edition  was  publiflied,  the  an- 
"^  nexed  very  interefting  letters  have  come  into 
the  publi{her*s  pofleflion,  from  their  complexi- 
on he  has  deemed  they  will  be  highly  acceptable 
to  the  pub!ic>  which  coafideration  has  ftimu- 
lated  him  to  introduce  them  to  their  particular 
attention.  Upon  an  attentive  perufal,  they, will  be 
found  not  only  corroborative  of  thepreceding  let- 
ters, but  they  alfo  will  tend  to  ftifle  the  clamours 
of  the  interefted  American  cajolers;  and  further 
will  a<5l  as  an  excellent  operative,  to  *'  calm  the 
minds'*  of  thole fimple  perfons  who  have  the 
misfortune  to  have  their  underftandings  diftem- 
pered  with  the  American  delufion. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  be  neither  con- 

Itrued  as  arrogance  or  egotifm,  when  the  pub- 

lifher  congratulates  his  fellow  countrymen,  on 

the  beneficial  eifeds   his  pamphlet  has  already 

'  produced  upon  numbers  of  credulous  perfons 

juft 
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jijft  oh  the  point  of  embracing  a  bitte:*  slavery 
in  the  uncultivated  tradls  of  Kentucky  ;  wh6 
being  convinced  of  their  error,  and  alarmed  at 
the  very  critical  fituation  in  which  chey  itood^ 
have  wilely  abandoned  the  wiles  of  theiry^c^i/cer, 
and  efcaped  his  fnare  :  Thefe  pcrons  now  ftahd 
appalled  with  horror  at  thofe  objedls  which  they 
but  fo  lately  contemplated  with  fuch  heart-felt 
rapture;  and  the  emanations  of  their  gratitude 
to  thepublifher  are  fo  profufe,  that  fbme  of  them 
arepleafed  to  fay  his  fervices  have  worked  them 
a  great  ddiverancefromthe precipice  of  dejlruBion, 
The  unprecedented  fuccefs  which  has  attend- 
ed a  performance  of  this  fort  even  in  thefe  pre- 
judiced times,  can  only  be  equalled  by  the  un- 
accountable oppoiition  it  has  met  with  from  a 
certain  popular  society  ;  wh6  kindly  aflurn^ 
ingto  themfelves  the  office  oi public  unfvn,  have 
minutely  examined  its  merits,  the  refult  of  which 
fcrutiny  has  been  a  declaration  ofitsunfiine/s  to  be 
perufed  by  their  members.    This  circumftance  is 
introduced  as  a  matter  deferving  no  particular  at- 
tention, otherwife  than  to  apprize  thofe  charadlers, 
who  in  future  may  be  inclined  to  write  for  the 
information  of  a  peculiar  clafs  of  their  country- 
men, upon  any  fubjedt  thefe /^^m^s  may  fancy 
comes  within  their  province  ;  what  they  are  to 
expedt  from  the  interference  of  this  philanthropic 
body^  who  meafuring   the  public  fpiritcd  endea- 
vours of  individuals  by  the  Itandard  of  their 
own  mifhapen  and  narrow-minded  policy,  ar- 
rogantly 
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rogantly  conceive  their  ipje  dixit  to-  be  tftjcr 
MOMENTUM  of  patronage,  in  every  attempt 
which  may  be  made  to  further  the  political 
happinefs  of  their  Mlovf  fuhjeB;s  in  general.  In 
whatever  point  of  view  this  pamphlet  may  be 
taken  by  this  "  chofen  band  of  patriots/*  and 
however  fevere  their  animadverfions,  is  matter 
of  fmall  moment  with  the  publilher ;  as  he  is  by 
no  means  eager  to  obtain  their  applauft,  or  fear- 
ful of  incurring  their  cenfure :  with  political  par-- 
ties  he  difclaims  all  conjunction,  his  labours 
are  not  calculated  to  promote  the  ends  of  perfons 
of  fuch  defcriptions ;  but  to  expofe  in  the  rude 
and  unpolifhed  language  of  truth,  the  ex- 
treme folly  and  danger  of  feekmg  fuperior  com- 
fort and  gratification,  on  the  continent  of  Ame- 
rica. On  the  public  at  large  he  refts  his  claims, 
and  from  recent  experience  he  augurs,  they  will 
not  only  fmile  prote(5lion  on  his  laudable  and 
honeft  exertions  in  the  caufe  oi  outraged  huma-^ 
nity ;  but  alfo,  that  they  will  effedually  fhield, 
him,fromthe  calumnious  and  malevolent  attacks 
of  thofe  prejudiced  charaders,  who  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,  fo  inquifitorially  have  prelTed  for- 
ward, as  the  determined  and  avowed  abettors  of 

^MIGRATIOJ*  TO  AmERICA^ 


LETTEl^ 


LETTER     XV. 

The  Writer  of  this  Letter  is  by  profejfion  what 
the  Americans  generally  denominates  Mer- 
chant or  Storekeeper. 

He  has  rejided  the  iajl  four  Years   071  that 
happy  Continent.  The  inducements  which 
Jo  forcibly  operated  to  prompt  him  toforfake 
a  very  refpe&able  connexion  in  'England^ 
^as  a  predieleBion  in  favour  of  certain  Po- 
litical  principles;  alfo  a  firm perfuafon 
that  the  "old   world  was  almoji  worn 
out  and  eclipfed  by  the  new  ;'^  and  confe^ 
quently   the  latter  only  could  confer  thofc 
comforts  not  to  be  obtained  on  the  threadbare 
Continent   of    Europe.     It  now  re^ 
mains  with  the  candid  and  intelligent  reader 
to  difcriminate  and  determine y  how  far  this 
perfon  hasfucceeded  in  his  expe&ations  ;  or 
how  far  he  has  realifed  the  ideas  xf  his  Gold- 
en Dreams, 

To  Mr.  ANTHONY  NEW. 

Philadelphia y  Jan.  25,  1796. 
Dear  Sjr, 

I  received  yours  of  the  firfl  of  September^  and 
am  under  particular  obligations  to  you,  for 
the  trouble  you  have  taken  in  the  porter  bufi- 

ncfs* 
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nefs  ;  it  being  my  intention  to  return  in  the 
fpiing,  I  fh^U  not  ftand  in  need  of  that  com- 
modity. You  perhaps  will  be  an:onifhed  at  this, 
bul  your  aftonifhrnent  will  foon  ceafe  when  I 
relate  the  particulars. 

Philladelphia  is  not  the  place  it  is  repre-e 
Tented  to  be,   for  on  our  arrival  we  found  it  in 
reality  turned  upfide   down,   and  quite  the  re- 
verfe  of  our  expectations.     Thou fands  of  runa- 
gate French  have  flocked  here,  and  brought  with 
them  all  the  plagues   of  Egypt,  and   if  poflible 
many  more.     Provifions  are  treble  as  dear  as 
when  I  left  you,  and  houfe  rent  exceeds  the  moft 
extravagant  ideas  you  can  form  of  it;   both  are 
flill  upon  the  rife,  and  arc  much   dearer   than 
what  you  mention  them  to  be  in  your  laft  letter 
in  London.     Bread  has  been  at  the  rate  o^four- 
pence  Jlcrling  per  pound  thefe  twelvemonths  paft, 
and  at  the  time  1  am  writing  it  is  Jivepence  fier- 
ling  ;  flour,  pork  and  beef,  with  every  other  ar- 
ticle  of  neeeffity  are  at  three  times  the   ufual 
prices   they  formerly  fold  for,  and  are  rapidly 
advfincing. 

Every  fummer  fmce  our  Unding  the  country 
has  been  infefted  by  the  yellow  fevers  by  whjch 
thoufands  have  made  their  fortunes  who  came 
over  on  account  of  their  prejudices  in  favour  of 
^PARLIAMENTARY  REFORM;  the  majority  of 
thofe  who  have  braved  the  fever  are  far  more 
difatislied  with  the  proceedings  of  congress, 
tha,n  they  were  with  thofe  of  their  own  govern-r 
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nient.  You  inform  mc  you  wifh  you  was  in  this 
country,  for  Heaven's  lake  if  you  poiTefs  the 
right  ufe  of  your  fenfes  and  value  a  whole  Ikin, 
keep  where  you  are ;  for  if  you  come  to  this 
LAND  OF  LiRERTY  and  fhould  cbancc  to  be 
difatisfied  with  their  policy  or  differ  frorii  them 
in  opinion,  you  will  foon  experience  to  your 
coil  there  is  a  good  fupply  of  tar  and  feathers 
at  hand.  The  fummary  proceedings  of  the  al- 
mighty    MOB    or    SUPREME     MAJESTY    of    thc 

PEOPLE,  are  far  more  oppreflive  and  terrific  than 
the  lufpenfion  of  your  Habeas  Corpus  Act. 

The  citizens  of  France  have  conferred  an  inef- 
timable  blefUng  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fouthern  ftates,  by  inculcating  in  the  minds  of 
the  N  E  G  Ro  ES,  their  unbounded  notions  of  l  i  ber- 
TY  and  EQiJALiTY;  by  which  means  the  whites 
are  ferioufly  apprehenfive  of  being  maflacred. 
If  they  poflefs  the  energy  to  ward  of  fo  alarm- 
ing an  evil,  they  will  at  all  events  have  to fra- 
ternife  with  their  fable  coloured  brethren^  and  em- 
brace them  in  the  bonds  of  civic  affcBion.  You 
may  reft  afTurcd  the  time  is  not  far  diftant  when 
the  Americans  will  be  compelled  into  this  mea- 
fure  by  the  manoeuvres  of  the  French,  and  per- 
haps in  the  fame  way  as  it  was  accomplifhed  in 
the  zue/lern  ijlands :  amidft  all  the  complicated 
horrors  of  murder,  robbery,  fire,  and  every 
fpecies  of  licentious  debauchery.,  I  profefs 
ply felf  no  enemy  to   the   emancipation  of  the 

Wretched 
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wretched  Afrtgans,  yet  I  decidedly  protcft 
againft  the  acGomplifhing  it.  in  luch  a  feroxriaos 
manner.  The  more  I  refled;  upon  this  fubjed:, 
the  ftronger  are  my  convidions,  that  the  Frtnch 
are  not  fiaccre  in  their  regard  for  the  freedom 
of  thefe  poor  creatures :  Nothing  can  be  more 
abfurd  to  thofe  who  underdand  the  principles; 
of  rational /rcedom,  as  compatible  with  the  iii,^ 
ierejls  and  welfare  of  mankind ;  than  to  conceive 
ths^t  the  letting  loofe  a  multitude  of  uninformed 
favages  reeking  with  diabolic  fury,  to  perpe- 
tuate ^11  kinds  of  barbarous  outrage  ;  can  ever 
be  produdtive  to  their  own  focial  happinefs, 
much  lefs  to  the  future  and  permanent  interefls 
and  'fecurity  of  their  abettors  and  inftigators. 
This  fubje<fl  is  too  awful  to  dwell  on  any  longer, 
^nd  perhaps  it  may  lead  you  to  forget,  that  I 
have  tc^ld  you  to  remain  in  your  own  native 
land.  Since  I  have  been  in  America,  my  con- 
ilitution  has  become  much  impaired,  which  has 
been  OGCaiioned  from  what  I  have  fufFered  from 
thxtjlux  2Lnd  yelloxnjever^  I  have  hardly  been  free 
from  the  former  fince  Auguft  laft  ;  my  fpoufe 
^d  child;-en  have  been  very  ill  of  it,  but  are  now 
tolerably  recovered.  I  received  a  letter  from 
your  brother  a  few  days  fince,  he  has  alfo  fuf- 
fered  much  in  his  health,  from  thisunwhole- 
fonve  climate,  and  means  to  return  next  fpring : 
1  wrote  to  him  yeflerday,  and  reqUefted  that  he 
would  write  to  you  immediately  :  He  might  gain 
?npre  for  tiis  labour  h^re  than  wdth  you,  yet 
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what  is  the  poirefnon  of  the  un  i  verse,  xf  it  is 
oinaceompanicd  with  the  blfjfings  ofrofy  h'.alth, 
rhut'Z  puni/hment  few  confiderate  perfons  would 
^'^it'ilh  to  labour  under?  *  America  is  by  no  means 
"the  healthy  country  it  Was  when  I  firft  arrived, 
^hich  is  occafioned  by  the  great  variability  of 

*  The'publifher  cannot  forbear  to  mention  the  follow-^ 
iitg  anecdote,  which  notwithftariding  it  is  taken  from  low 
life;  yetviill  ferye  to  demonftrate  the  unaccountable  pre- 
judices of  thofe  enthufiafts,  who  labour  under  the  Ameri- 
4:an  makIa. 

A    hot-headed  American   zealot  in  a  ferocious  manner, 
attacked  the  compiler  for  his  extreme  duplicity  in  publifli- 
tng  letters,  which  evidently  militated  againft  that  caufc  he 
•was  contending  for: — Amongfl:  other  home  ftrokes    this 
wifeacre  obferved,  "  Why,  dangit,  I  thinks  as  how  Mister 
Pitt's  tools  dus  his  duriy  work,  werry  bunglinglee:  Ka, 
iia,  ha!  the  cat  has  jumped  out  of  the  bag  flilily  ;  So  this 
mijter  arijlocrat  pretends  to  perfwaid  parfons  from  emigrat- 
ing to  Americka,  and  how  they  goesthare;  yet  when  ihcy 
cums  thare,  they  will  find  after  all  outgoings  and  incum- 
xnings,  they  can  faive  a  matter  ot  twelve  fhullings  a  vake  . 
Good  lack-a-day,  Jove   prefarve  me  from  maifter  Billy 
Pitt's  penfhunners,    fpies,  and  informers.'*     The  reader 
"will  readily  conceive,  it  would  have  been  wafting  of  breath 
to  have  entered  into  argument  with  this  arch  fellow  ;  but  as 
feveral  remarks  of  the  lame  kind^have  been  made  by  many 
ptherSj.the  compiler  profeiTeshimfel/ happy  that  the  writer 
of  this    letter  has   cleared   up    this  very   *«  knotty  affair** 
in  fo  few,  yetcomprchenfive  words.  The  religionifts  tell  us 
<«  it  profiteth  a  man  nothing  if  he  gains  the  whole  world 
^ndloiehisown /<?w/;"  this  man  as  judicioufly  remarks,  that 
pecuniary  gratification  is  but  a  punijhmcnt,  if  unattended 
yith  ih?  fuperior  gratification  ofrofy  health, 

climate 
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climate  fince  we  have  been  here;  the  Win- 
ters are  neither  fo  cold,  nor  the  summers  fo 
pleafant  as  they  are  faid  to  have  generally  been; 
the  latter  periods  were  lb  clofe  and  fultry,  that 
they  were  almoftinfupportable  to  a  European.f 

Anna> 

+  In  a  certain  political  work  which  comes  out  periodi- 
cally, a.  very  enchanting  epiftle  has  made  its  appearance  fub- 
fequem  to  the  publication  of  this  pamphlet ;  the  tendency 
of  it  as  the  author  weakly  imagines  is  to  retard  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  book,  and  to  form  a  contraft  to  the  f tub hrn 
Ja&s  contained  in  it.  Upon  the  firft  point  of  view,  it  re- 
<juires  no  unufual  fhare  of  penetration,  to  enable  any  per- 
fon  to  divine  the  quarter  from  whence  it  fprings;  yet  it 
affords  much  allonifhment,  that  the  reverend  writer  fhould 
not  have  been  more  covreft  in  his  ftory ;  as  the  flrarige  in. 
coherencies  and  manifeft  contradidions  evidently  contain- 
ed in  it,  fufficiently  demonftrate  that  he  is  not  only  igno- 
rant of  the  American  geography,  but  even  affords  great 
room  for  fpeciilation,  upon  the  juftnefs  of  the  charafter  he 
has  acquired  for  his  apt  ingenuity.  The  matternext  worthy 
of  notice  is,  the  Rudied  filence  he  has  fo  rigidly  prefer ved 
rcfpe6t:ing  the  famous  Federal  city  of  Washington; 
and  it  certainly  is  very  flrange  the  writer  never  mentions 
one  word  concerning  the  "  noble  appearance"  which  it 
makes  nor  the  rapidity  with  which  it  **  approaches  to  com- 
■b^etion  ;"  though  when  penning  his  letter  at  no  greater  a 
diftancc  than  eleven  miles  from  that  city.  The  only  excuffc 
to  be  made  for  his  ncgl-gence  and  apparent  want  ofcui^ 
riohty,  mult  anfe  from  the  great  colHfion  of  his  ideas  oc- 
cafioned  in  contemplating  the  vaft  expanfe  by  which  he* 
was  farrounded  ;  for  like  another  Gulliver  jufl  entered  on 
the  territories  of  the  Brobdignagians;  a  noble  city  like 
Washington  inhabited  by  fuch  pigmies  as  himfelf,  might 
calily  have  become  as  unintcrefting  an  objcft,  as  many  of  a 

fimilar 


(  "  ) 

Anna,  dcfires  her  love  to  you,  and  hopes  our 
next  will  be  dated  in  England,  as  does  your 
rnoft  obedient  fervant, 

J.   SCOTT. 

By  the  Liverpool  Ship  Flora,   Captain  Watfon. 

fimilar  cad  in  minature  left  behind  amongft  his  fellow 
Lilliputians  in  England;  and  furthei  his  heart  being 
fo  "  conliderably  expanded,"  it  is  not  to  be  expefted  he 
could  aft  i^por)  the  *'  narrow  fcale"  of  fuch  commonplace 
ipcident^. 


LETTER     XVI. 

Received  from  an  eminent  Farmer,  late  of  the 

neighbourhood    of  Cholmoiideley   in  the 

County  of  Chefliire  i  thisperfon  was  pof 

feffed  of  conjiderable property,  andhis  inten* 

tion  was  either  to  rent  or  purchafe  an  ex^ 

tenjive  tiaB  of  American  demefne.     // 

perhaps  may  be  neceffary  to  remark,  that  the 

perfon  to  whom  this  letter  is  addrejfed,  was 

very  reludiant  tofuffer  it  out  of  his  own 

foffejjion,  in  conjequence  of  which  the  whole 

of  it  could  not  be  obtained,  and  further  he 

was  extremely  unwilling  to  have  the  writer* s 

name  publijhed  at  lengthy  without  his  cvn 

particular  licence. 

This 
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^his  obfervation  induces  the  compiler  further 
to  remark^  that  the faf>ie  consideration  obliged 
him  tofupprefs  the  signatures  at  lengthy  to 

'  fuch  of   the  preceding    Letters   as     are 
concluded  with   initials.      The  intelligent 
reader  need  not  be  inforfued  of  the  extreme 
delicacy  attending  the  expo  fur e  of  Letters^ 
of  the  complexion  that  have  been  introduced 
into  this  pamphlet^   with  the   names  of  the 
refpeEiive  writers  annexed ;  more  efpecially 
when  he  refledls  on  the  local  Situation  of 
feme  of  them ;  and  aljo  the  dependant  situa- 
tion in  which  they   muji  neccffarily  Jland  in 
that  country  r  they  have  beenfo  very  free  with 
in  their  animadversions  ;  and  to  which  with- 
out doubt ^  fome   ofthefe  books  willfpeedily 
fnd  their  way^ 

New  York,  Jan.  17,  1796. 
Sir, 

1  again  inform  you  of  the  fuccefs  which  has 
attented  my  excurfion  to  this  continent.  It 
is  now  two  years  fince  I  landed  here,  during 
Which  fpace  I  have  travelled  over  mod  parts 
worthy  of  notice  in  the  United  States;  and 
at  length  hav^e  made  up  my  mind  to  return  the 
firft  opportunity.  After  a  minute  enquiry  and 
local  examination  into  the  particulars  relative 
to  an  adventure  in  land;  I  am  convinced  fuch 

an 
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an  undertaking  to  a  European  farmetj  would bc 
the  almoft  certain  means  of  involving  him  ift 
great  embarraffment."         *    *  *.  *  ♦    *  * 

Cleared  lands  in  a  convenient  fituation 
are  nearly  at  a  par  (all  circumftances  ma- 
turely confidered)  with  thoCe  in  our  own  coun- 
try; as  an  inftance  to  prove  this  affertion,  L 
will  juft  remark,  that  if  I  was  obliged  to  pro-r 
duce  a  fimilar  quantity  of  cattle,  corn,  &c.  &c. 
o^  twenty  thoufand  acres  of  th^  beft  land  I  have 
feen  on  this  continent,  that  I  could  eafily  obtain 
of  two  thoufand  acres  in  Chejhire ;  I  (hould  be 
put  to  my  wits  end  and  overmatched.  There 
is  much  talk  amongft  the  American  agriculturifts 
refpe6ling  Kentucky;  I  once  had  fome  thoughts  ^ 
of  making  that  tireforac  and  dangerous  journey, 
but  have  been  entirely  diffuaded  from  it  by  fe- 
veral  judicious  perfons,  who  have  explored 
that  remote  part ;  their  accounts  are  truly  fright- 
ful and  affecting.  I  am  furprifed  the  States  do 
not  difcountenance  this  rage  for  fpeculating  at 
fuch  a  diftance  from  the  central  point  of  their 
dominion,  as  it  not  only  prevents  fuch  lands  as 
are  already  fettled  from  bein^  properly  culti- 
vated, but  alfo  weakens  their  flrength  by  the 
people  becoming  fo  extenfively  difperfed,  with 
numerous  other  political  evils  which  might  be 
pointed  out.  The  Americans^  are  the  worft 
hufbandmen  I  ever  met  with,  and  appear  quite 
ftrangcrs  to  that  anxiety,  neatnel^and  induliry, 

which  • 
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which  is  fo  very  obfervable  in  our  Engl ifh  farni- 
6rs.  In  all  my  travels,  I  have  not  feen  any  land 
that  would  bear  the  moft  diftant  comparifori 
with  the  fertile  plains  of  Britain;  when  I  have 
Remarked  this  to  the  Artieticans,  they  have  dl- 
refted  me  to  fome  other  fpot,  at  which,  when  I 
arrived,  my  difappointment  has  been  equal  to 
what  I  had  previoufly  experienced. 
.  In.thcle  ftates  where  the  lands  are  generally 
acknowledged  to  be  the  moft  luxuriant  on  this 
continent,  I  can  aflure  you  upon  examination, 
they  make  a  moft  contemptible  and  fterile  ap- 
pearance to  a  perfon,  who  like  my  felf, have  been 
reared  on  the  rich  pafture  grounds  of  Cheftiire* 
In  moft  of  the  northern  states,  the  winters 
are  fo  fevere,  that  the  produce  of  your  fcanty 
barveft  would  be  almoft  confamed  by  your  live 
flock  during  the  Continuance  of  ihcfrojl,  and 
the  draining  of  the  waters  after  it  is  broken  up  t 
and  in  the  middle  ^indi  southern  states,  yottr 
crops  never  will  come  to  proper  perfe6lion, 
owing  to  the  variability  of  clime,  and  the  parch- 
ing heat;  the  crops  which  I  fpeak  of,  are  from 
fuch  grains  as  are  not  the  natural  produce  of 
America,  and  which  have  been  iranfplanted 
from  other  countries.  In  \\\t  Jouthern  Jlates  I 
have  feen  the  poor  cattle  fo  enervated  by  the 
heat,  as  to  be  rendered  quite  ufelefs,  and  the 
moft  pitiable  obje6ls  imaginable.  It  is  ftridly 
ttue,  that  in  moft  parts  of  America,  unculti- 
vated 
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vaied  lands  are  to  be  purchafed  almollfor  no-* 
thing;  but  when  the  expences  attending  the 
clearing,  draining  and  cultivating,  together 
with  the  great  difficulty  of  bringing  the  produce 
CO  the  bed  market  are  eflimated,  a  rational  man 
vi'ill  readily  prefer  \\\e  purchafc,  or  even  renting 
of  land  in  a  marketable  vicinity.  No  perfon 
who  underdands  the  trouble  and  expence  which 
is  occafioned  by  fertililing  barren  wade,  would 
prefer  the  former  plan  ;  efpecially  in  a  coufifry 
like  this,  where  he  would  not  only  have  to  ftrug- 
gle  againft  the  local  difadvantages  offuch  an  un- 
dertaking; but  alfo  with  a  very  unfriendly  clime 
(o  the  purfuits  of  fuch  fradlical expej-ience,  as  the 
Engljfh  Farmer  has  always  been  ufcd  to  in  his 
native  country.  A  man  who  enters  on  land  in 
aflate  of  nature  can  hardly  hope  to  fee  it  brought 
to  perfeft  cultivation  in  his  own  time,  you  know 
it  is  the  work  of  a  generation  at  leaft.  The 
n;oft  advantageous  offer  I  ever  met  with,  was 
between  Hudfon  3.nd  Albany  \n  this  state,  where 
I  could  have  purchafed  /even  hundred  acres  of 
half  cleared  land  for  four  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  fterling  J  at  firfl  fight  this  had  a  reafon- 
able  appearance,  but  when  I  came  to  calculate 
the  purchafe  money  for  ten  negroes,  cattle Jann- 
ing  implementSy  various  kinds  of  grain,  the  building 
a  fiutable  dwellings  barnsy  ftabUsy  out^bmldings, 
and  other  contingences  necejfary  to  Jlockfach  a  quan- 
tity  of  ground ;  1  perceived   it  would   take  me 

near 
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iljear  three  thoufmd  pounds,  before  I  could  havB 
got  comfortably  fettled  ;  and  after  all  my  money 
would  not  have  been  lain  out,  to  the  fame  pro- 
fit and  fatisfaftion  it  can  be  done  with  in  Bri- 
tain. You  will  perceive  by  this,  there  are  as 
fevr  gold  crows  in  America,  as  there  are  in  En- 
land  ;  and  that  to  gti projitably  fettled  in  the  form-- 
er,  is  attended  with  more  difficulty  andexpence* 
though  the  land  is  even  your  own  property. 

In  your  laft  letter  you  alked  me  concerning 
the  American  government,  all  I  can  infornv 
you  on  this  head  is,  the  people  in  general  feem 
Very  difatisfied  with  congress,  and  with  the 
various  assemblies  of  the  different  states j 
here  are  two  parties^  onejacobins,  and  the  other 
Jederalijls,  but  the  latter  are  by  far  the  moil  nu- 
merous, and  are  very  fevere  in  their  conduct 
towardiJ  the  former*  Thejacobins  have  frequent- 
ly attempted  to  raife  clubs  and  focieties  inimical 
to  the/ederali/ls,  but  have  always  been  repulfed 
and  rigidly  punifhed. 

The  American  government  are  very  careful 
to  check  the  efforts  of  the  adherents  to  the 
French,  who  have  often  tried  to  difturb  the  re-* 
pofe  of  the  ftates,  by  plunging  them  into  a  war 
with  the  Englifh  nation;  as  for  the  reft,  people 
are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  government  here. 
as  well  as  in  England  or  any  other  country*  I 
am  no  politician,  and  indeed  it  is  a  fortunate 
circumitance   for  me  that  I  am  not^  as  it  has 

prevented 
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prevented  me  from  falling  in  many  broils  and 
fcrapes,  into  which  feveral  of  my  countrymen 
have  brought  themfelves  by  fuch  imprudencies, 
for  I  can  inform  you,  that  the  leaft  faid  on  poli- 
tics by  an  Engli/Jiman  is  the  fooneft  mended  in 
America."  **#*******#************ 
"  1  he  late  mortality  here  was  very  awful,  up- 
wards of  three  thoujand Jive  hundred  perfons  dying 
in  the  fpace  of  five  weeks:  I  take  my  informa- 
tion from  the  *^  Reports  of  the  committee  of  healthy" 
but  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  this  account 
falls  far  fhort  of  the  a6lual  number,  as  the  com- 
mittee  were  very  ftudious  to  be  as  favourable  as 
poflible.     Carts  were  night  and  dajr  proceeding 

with  the  departed  Jlrangers  only,  to  the  potters 
Jield*y   all  the  markets,  (hops,  and  ftores,  were 

Ihut  up,  and  trade  quite  ataftand;  nothing 
was  to  be  feen  but  death,  terror,  and  difmay.  It 
is  impoffible  for  me  to  convey  you  a  proper  idea 
of  the  dillrefs  occafioned  by  this  mortuary  ca- 
lamity. Thanks  to  my  creator  for  mercifully 
fparingme  in  his  wrath,  and  I  hope  he  will  gra- 
cioufly  be  pleafed  to  permit  me  to  lay  my  bones 

At  Philadelphi  A  TWfcA^Tzfcs  meet  with  great- 
er encouragement  than  in  any  other  part  of  this 
continent,  owing  to  there  being  the  greateft  in- 

*  A  fpot  of  ground  purchafed  feme  time  (inceby  the  cor- 
poration oi  New  ybrA,forthe  charitable  purpofe  of  interdng 
t-he  infolvent  deceafed  ftrangers. 

B  flux 
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flux  of  Inhabitants,  and  likewife  its  being  the 
feat  of  ^  government ;  yet  if  I  was  a  perfon 
of  that  defcription,  and  could  not  make  my- 
felf  eafy  in  xny  own  cquntry,  I  (hould  (per- 
tainly  not  ta^e  upmy  abode  at  Philabelphia, 
l?iotwithftanding  its  advantages,  &c.  &c. ;  as  itj^ 
lituation  is  by  no  means  healthyjit  beingon  the 
land  fide,  entirely  farrounded  with  marlhy 
ground>  which  makes  it  very  unwholefome,  par- 
ticulary  in  fummer,  to  its  native  inhabitants^ 
xnuch  lefs  to  new  refidents;  and  of  courfe  froni 
the  local  difadvantage  I  have  mentioned,  you 
lyill  eafily  perceive  it  is  very  lubjed  to  fevers., 
fluxes,  conlumptions,  &c,  S^c.  New  York  h 
by  far  the  moft  congenial  to  an  Englefli  confti- 
tution^  and  lining  the  next  place  tp  PhiladeU- 
fJiLia  for  mechanics,  I  ibould  certainly  give  it  the 
preference  rnyf^If,  and  recornrnend  it  to  a  ftranger 
■vvho  propofed  vifiting  this  continent.  In  re- 
fpedito  atrnofphere,  except  in  the  heigth  of 
the  hot  fes^fon,  you  will  find  very  little  difFer-r 
ence  between  this  place  and  England ;  but  after 
aU,  I  would  ferioufly  recommend  it  to  them  to 
remain  at  home,  for  they  moft  alTuredly  will 
not  find  AiTierica  a  better  country.,  ********* 
When  I  arrive  in  England,  I  fhaU  he  able  to 
explain  rnyfelf  more  fully,  for  the  preferit  thefe 
h^nts  muft  fatisfy  you,  while 

}  remain  yours  to  command', 

.'[Amongst 


{     i9    ) 

Aiy;l(3Nfest  6ther  atfocions  falfctioods  \^Kich 
nUve  made  their  appearance  in  the  vehicles  of 
public  information,  lince  LOOK  Bt^FORE 
You  LEAP  came  from  the  prefs,  the  publilli-^ 
er  has  judged  proper  to  feled  the  following, 
which  has  been  paid  for  and  advertifed  in  molt 
public  papers,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  Americaii 
"  b eater S'Up  for  volunteers,** 

CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 
«'  This  infant  city,  which  is  in  one  day  to  be 
*'  the  emporium  of  the  wedern  w  orld,  advanced 
*'  rapidly  to  completion  ;  at  prefent  the  Jlreets  and 
"  houjes  are  detached,  but  the  labour  of  a  few  years 
**  (about  jive  hundred)  will  \niite  them  in  per- 
**  haps  [well  put  in)  one  of  the  moft  mugnihcent 
**  cities  in  the  univei^se  It  extends  about 
^  three  miles  and  a  half  [that  is  in  the  plan  drawn 
''  by  Major  VEnfdnt)  along  the  river  Potomack, 
'*  and  in  breadth  its  prefent  limits  {quite  large 
'^  enough)  are  about  two  miles  and  a  half;  it  is 
**  divided  into  feveral  fquares  (remember  on  the 
"  plan)  formed  by  ftreets  running  in  right  angles  j 
"  (amazing!)  there  arc  like  wife  a  number  of  dia- 
"  gonal  avenues  leading  to  the  fcites,  intended 
"  for  [a  very  good  intention  and  w  ill  put  in)  the 
'' president's  houfe  and  capitol,  which  are 
*'  generally  one  hundred  and  twelve  feet  wide; 
"  (prodigious !)  the  whole  admirably  calculated  lor 
•  convenience,  and  to  produce  the  moff  excel- 
"  lent  elie.ft:  (in  niijleading  and  enticing  the  credu* 
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*'  Ions  and  unwary).  The  eaflern  branch  of  the 
**  Potomack,  which  is  (to  be)  the  extremity  of 
*^  the  CITY,  is  eftecmed  (kyzohom)  one  of  the  bell 
*•  {then  bad  is  the  bejl)  harbours  in  the  United 
"  States;  the  circumjacent  country  is  luxu- 
'^  riant  [in  producing  frogs ^  toads ,  and  other  rep^ 
"  tiles)  and,  in  the  words  of  Thompson,  {which 
*'  we  will  borrow  for  the  purpo/h.) 

««  A  goodly  profpefl:  fpreads  around. 


"  Of  hills  and  dales,  and  woods,  and  flow'ry  lawns." 

^  Or  to /peak  more  truth  of  this  place  J 

"  A  gloomy  proJpeSl  fpreads  around^  - 
"  QffteriU  hills  and  dales^  andfwampy  ground," 

*'  Excellent  coal  {I  do  not  know  where  you  will 
^'fnd  It)  abounds  in  this  neighbourhood ;  wood 
*'  is  plenty ;  water  excellent ;  and  the  atmof- 
*^  phere  particularly  healthy  :  (bravo  !)  Add  to 
**  this,  the  women  are  amongft  the  moft  beauti- 
*^  ful  in  the  univerfe."  (/  fhould  fuppofe  of  the 
*\fame  lovely  cajl,  as  thofe  who  fo  watchfully  attend 
*'  the  gates  o/*Paradise,  to  rece'^ve  the  fouls  of  all 
**  departed  Musselmen  into  their  rapturous  ew- 
*'  braces,) 

Vide  Publicans  Morni?ig  Advertifer,  March  21,  1796. 

ANOTHER  SPECIMEN. 

"  In  the  magnificent    City  »f   Washing- 

'*  TON,  great  numbers  of  men  of  opulence  are 

'*  daily  arriving,  and  taking  the  fini/Iied  houfes; 

^'  the  meaneft  ftreets  are  as  fpacious  as  Port- 

•'land 
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**  land-Place  ;   Ihops  begin  to  fhew  them- 

*'  felves,  and  (hipping  daily  arriving  there,  give 

*'  it  an  air  of  opulence  already.'* 

Vide  Morning  Advertifer,  March  24,  1796,  and  moft  other 

papers  of  the  fame  day. 

In  this  paper  and  feveral  others,  the  following 
fquib  was  let  off  on  the  fame  day,  with  the  pre- 
ceding barefaced  falfehood  concerning  Wash-. 

INGTON. 

'*  Emigrations  : — "  Look  before  you  Leap,** 
**  is  the  title  of  a  pamphlet,  written  decidedly 
*^  to  prevent  people  from  emigrating  to  Ame- 
'^  rica.  This  is  nothing  flrange,  but  it  is  paffing 
*'  ftrange,    that  this  work  comes  from   violent 
♦^  REPUBLICANS  hcadcd  by  Lord  Stanhope.'* 
The  meaning  of  the  above  milerable  para« 
graphs  (which  have  been  felected  as  a  fpecimen 
out  of  innumerable  others)  is  lufficicntly  obvious; 
and  the  unprejudiced  will  eafily  perceive  from 
whence  they  have  arifen ;  and   what  bafe/wr- 
pofes  they  are  calculated  to  ferve.— For  the  pub*- 
lifher  to  attempt  to  anlwer  all  the  abufe,  ca- 
lumny^  mifreprefentation  and  lies,  which  have 
been  iffued  forth  againft  this  pamphlet  would  be 
endlefs  and  futile.     The  remarks,  letters,  puffs, 
fquibs  and  inuendos  of  newfpapers,  magazines, 
or  twopenny  pamphlets,  are  beneath  his  atten- 
tion :— werehisadverfaries  refpedlable,  he  would 
treat  them  as  important,  but  to  low  bred  abufc 
he  fcorns  to  reply  :~-Thus  much  however  he 

will 


tn^tll  Ventui^e  to  fiy  when  tkc  oppofitibh  6tph-^ 
judice  aflumes  the  appearance  of  rationatity^  aina 
comes  in  a  refpedable  (hape  from  the  pteft,  he 
will  treat  it  with  more  refpeft  than  he  cart  pre- 
vail upon  himfelf  to  pay  to  miferable  paragraphs 
manufadtured  in  a  garret,  digefted  in  a  cellar, 
and  ufhefed  forth  in  periodical  publications,  as 
the  means  of  a  Jhameful  ^nd  precarious  emjlcncc^ 


6t7»SE^uiJ!4T  td  fehdlhg  this   APPENdix  tbprfefej 

the  publiiher  has  to  acknowledge  a  handfome  prelent 

frofti  feme  very  obliging  perfons,  who  have  liberally  fern 

him  uyider  cover  (not  a  bank  bill)  feveral  quarto  Jhtets  of 

Dr,  Benjamen  Franklins  **  Information  to  ikofe  who 

would  remove  to  America;'*  to  which  \s  fubjoined 

forae  further  inior mation  from  thofe  eminent  and  refpeft. 

able  American  Land  B  okers,   Meftrs.  Barr£ll    an^ 

Servante*     For  this  mark  of  attention,  the  publiiher 

craves  permiffioii  to  return  his  unfeigned  aeknowledge:- 

fiiefitB ;  and  as  an  earneft  of  his  gratitude  to  his  ff ieftdlj" 

donorSf  he  takes  the  liberty  of  making  their  bounty  a  m^t^ 

ter  of  notoriety;  fbr  this  realbn,  and  alio  to  flrengtheti 

ihe  teflimony  of  his  hook  from  fuch  re fpr  Sable  autbdhty  j 

he  has  literally  publifted  the  valuable  hinU  of  thefe  tkifi 

tifkable  charade? s,  whofe  humane  and  laudable  exertrons 

in  promoting  the  happthefs  of  mankind,  can  never  enougft 

be  celebrated  or  commended. 

To  thofe  readers  who  have  flot  eJtperiehced  the  ple^* 
iure  of  perufing  that  precious  rdic  of  the  late  difinterefted 
philofopher  and  legiflator  Dr.  Franklin;  xhQi^uh\\{het 
4teibs  it  neceflary  to  inform  them,  they  may  meet  with 

it 
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it  in  the  Rev,  U\  WinterhothanC  s  Hiftory  of  America ;  or 
by  ^pTOfer  application  to  the  above  mentioned  gentlemen, 
vvbo,  with  9  degree  of  candour,  impartiality  and  genero 
Cty  worthy,  of  t^htmfdvts^  have  again  ulhered  it  lorlU  to 
public  atientiou, 

*«  THE  AQE^Ts  jufl  take  thejiberty  of  adding  to  the  iq* 
formation  given  by  the  above  mentioned  celebrated  philofo- 
pher  and  le^iflator,  (which  they  now  diffeminate,  in  ordeif 
^s,  much  as  in  them  lies,  to  prevent  unjnccefsjul  removals  to 
AmericOiJ  that  men,  going  thither,  may  as  well  expea  tp 
fee  the  {greets  paved  with  half-peck  loaves^  as  to  find  conr 
ft^ees,    merchants,  Jhop  keepers^    inn-holders^    negror.-huts  Jor 
filling  tvhijky,  and  houfe-keepers  difpojed  to  let  their  lodgings 
and  open  boarding- houja,  io  replete  with  the  milk  of  human 
companion  as    to  give    indifcriminate    entertainment   to 
^very  one   introduced  to  their  civilities,  and  forbear  the 
various  exorbitant  extortions  which  fuch  a  flood  of  emigrants 
gives  them  but  too  fair  an  opportunity  of  exercifing.     The 
fettlers  wifeft  courfe  would  be  immediately   to  encounter 
the  fatigue  of  repairing  to  the  land  they  are  entitled  to,  or 
intend  to   fetije  on,  and  betake  themfelves  to  the  cultiva- 
tion thereof,  and  they    will  gradually,  and   with'afpeed 
proportioned  to  their  diligence,  find  thernfclves  free  from  the 
temptatiqn  to  talk  nonfenfe  in  boarding-houfes,  while  tho 
feemingly-gaping  landlord  is  lightening  their  purfes. 

The  agents,  in  conformity  with  their  avowed  principles 
of  contravening  no  laws  in  the  land  in  which  they  live, 
and  ofjuftice,  companion,  and  good-will^  towards  ihtiv  felloz^ 
creatures i  have  uniformly,  not  only  declined  treating  with 
fuch  perfons  as  the  laws  prohibit,  but  informed  all  appli- 
cants to  them,  that  America  was  too  young  to  give  fuch  en- 
couragements to  the  arts  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  mother- 
country,  and  that  perfons,  going  to  America,  leaving  good 
trades  i  icith  a^vieio  of  bettering  their  condition,  by  foUonuing  their 
0QCttpations  there^  woiUd  generally  ^nd  iJ^mfilvci  mi/erably  dip- 

appointed^ 


(     -24     ) 

appointed.  For  a  proof  of  tliis  candid  condu6l,  they  are 
free  to  appeal  to  all  their  acq^uaintance;  THey^  therefore^ 
think  it  peculiarly  nefarious  and  unjuft  in  thofc  tchQ  fabricate  and 
dijfeminate  reports^  indifcrimvnately  ranking  them  with  crimps, 
and  inveiglers,  and  other  opprobrious  charad,ers.  They  do  not 
deny  the  exiftence  offuch  reptiles,  but  are  unacquainted  with  them 
and  defire  to  remain fo,  1  heir  lands  do  not  lie  in  any  ethe- 
real region,  but  are  well-known  to  exift  on  terra  firma, 
in  a  country  the  child  of  this,  now  come  of  age  to  fet  up 
for  herfelf.  As  fwindlers  have  time  out  of  mind  abounded 
here,  fome  have  heretofore  been  tranfported  to  that  coun* 
try;  and,  for. aught  the  agents  know,  fome  of  the  gipfy- 
blood  may  b6  ftill  apparent  in  their  progeny ;  and  fome, 
they  doubt  not,  may  have  tranfported  themfelves.  The 
agents^  therefore,  are  aware,  thzi  fwindling  land-jobbers  m2cy 
endeavour  to  palm  themfelves  upon  their  office,  but  they 
have  hitherto  avoided  them ;  and  they  take  the  greateft 
care  in  their  power  to  avoid  them,  and  offer  no  lands  for 
fale  that  they  cannot  identify,  and  procure  clear  and  honour' 
able  documents  concerning  their  quality,  fituation,  and  title* 
, -.Men,. who  wifti  to  hold  lands  ij?,  America,  and  fettle 
thereon^. would  do  well To  confider,-  that  they  cannot  ciofs 
the  ocean,  nor  travel  through  forefti?,  without  contending 
with  the  elements  and  enduring  fatigue  ;  nor  bring  wild  land 
into  cultivation  without  labour,  SucH'as  canriot  reconcile 
themfelves  to  theie  conflifts  had  better  decline  the  attempt. 
,  There  can  be  no  good  ufe  in  fettbsrs  loitering  in  a  crowd- 
ed town  like  Norfolk,  whither  a  peftiknce  has  been  iinported 
from  the  belligerent  iflands^  and  where  every  accpmmodation 
jnuil  be  fcarce  and  expenfive,  and  every  circumftance  arife 
t<>^i\«iithem  a  difgufl  at  a  country  and  its  inhabitants  nei- 
ther of  ,w.hich.can.they,  by  thefe  means,  become  even  toIe« 
»ably  acquainted  with. 

Our'Motto.is,  Endure,  but.  Hoj?e, 
BARREL   AND  SERV^AWTE, 
London,  Marah,  2^,  1 796," 
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